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Dembele, Bonmati scoop FIFA Best awards
L R

FOOTBALL

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

France and Paris Saint-Ger-
main attacker Ousmane
Dembele won the men’s FI-
FA Best award at a ceremo-

In the goalkeeping cate-
gory, Italy’s Gianluigi Don-
narumma picked up the
men’s award.

The awardees:

Player: Women: Aitana
Bonmati; men: Ousmane
Dembele.

Goalkeeper: Women: Hannah
Hampton; men: Gianluigi

ny in Qatar on Tuesday,
while Barcelona midfield
maestro Aitana Bonmati
collected the women’s
prize.

PSG’s Spanish coach
Luis Enrique was named
best coach of a men’s
team.

Donnarumma.

Coach: Women: Sarina
Wiegman; men: Luis Enrique
Best goal: Women (Marta
award): Lizbeth Ovalle; men
(Puskas award): Santiago
Montiel.

Fan award: Fans of Zakho SC
Fair Play: Dr Harlass-Neuking.

Bonmati. AFP

Dembele. FIFA

Dembele, Bonmati scoop FIFA Best awards

ST, THTAT A BITT 9% RIBR Siid

e France and Paris Saint-Germain attacker Ousmane Dembele won the men’s FIFA Best
award at a ceremony in Qatar on Tuesday, while Barcelona midfield maestro Aitana
Bonmati collected the women'’s prize

Wi 3R IR He-oH & TFHuER) I ST 3 WIAAR &) Hax | T TIRIE J
o &1 WIHT 9¥ YREPR ST, STafdh aIRiaT & Hehice HeRd TaHT STt 2
Tfgarsit &1 RIBR U fbar

e PSG’s Spanish coach Luis Enrique was named best coach of a men’s team
frogsht & WA= Fa ggq TARe & (3 A0 &1 9d9y S Aid fasar

* In the goalkeeping category, Italy’s Gianluigi Donnarumma picked up the men’s award

ST = 3N BT REBR Siidl

The awardees:

RIHR fastar

e Player: Women Aitana Bonmati; men: Ousmane Dembele
Aigad:; TaTT ST, I30: S S d
. Goalkeeper Women: Hannah Hampton; men: Gianluigi Donnarumma
: : ; IR
o Coach: Women: Sarina Wiegman; men: Luis Enrique
e Best goal Women (Marta award) Lizbeth Ovalle; men (Puskas award): Santiago Montiel

[ TMet: AN (ATef REPR): foraay sfiarel; o8 (TpTH REPR):

¢ Fan award: Fans of Zakho SC
BT REPR: TG T & URis
e Fair Play: Dr Harlass-Neuking

R - & ST

Pagez

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ,"'


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

& TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
atriotic Vs YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

www.patrioticias.in

CONTACT: 9971932488

GS Paper 1: History,

TOPICS COVERED

18 December 2025

1. Forgotten footprints: the story of Sikhs uprooted from Kashmir

post Partition

et g% Ughe: RV & 91g iR ¥ Rwnfia Rl 3t s

Forgotten footprints: the story of Sikhs
uprooted from Kashmir post Partition

In 1947, as India and Pakistan were torn apart by Partition, a little-known invasion unfolded in Jammu and Kashmir. A new documentation for the

1947 Partition Archives tells the story of Dalip Singh Deepak, revealing a chapter of history often erased from South Asia’s collective memory

Kanwal Singh

he broader Partition discourse
in South Asia has often
overlooked the horrors
endured by the people of
Jammu & Kashmir during the tribal raids
0f 1947. Works like Freedom at Midnight
and Midnight’s Furies mention it only in
passing. Only a handful of works by
authors and survivors from J&K offer
deeper context, eyewitness testimonies,
and vital historical detail that illuminate
the region’s largely forgotten trauma.

One of the earliest and searing
eyewitness accounts is Krishna Mehta’s
memoir, Kashmir 47-48, (also published as
Kashmir 1947: A Survivor’s Story). Mehta,
the wife of a senior civil servant stationed
in Muzaffarabad as the Wazir-i-Wazarat,
records the sudden collapse of civil
administration as tribal raiders entered
the town in October 1947. Her memoir
traces the attack on her home, her escape
with her children, and the terror that
gripped civilians as order disintegrated.
What distinguishes her narrative is not
only the violence she witnesses but her
attention to the everyday textures of fear:
children separated from parents, and
women navigating survival in captivity.
Mehta’s account refuses the language of
abstraction, and moral dilemmas during
the invasion. It insists that the tribal raids
and the first war over Kashmir was,
before anything else, a humanitarian
catastrophe.

If Mehta’s memoir captures the shock
of invasion, Amar Nath Saraf’s Rajouri
Remembered documents what followed in
one of the worst-affected regions.
Drawing on survivor testimonies, local
records, and personal recollection, Saraf
reconstructs the massacre and
displacement at Rajouri in 1947-48. His
work stands out for its insistence on
naming the dead and recording the
silences left behind. Rajouri, in Saraf’s

-

Forgotten footprints: the story of Sikhs uprooted from Kashmir post Partition

telling, is not a strategic footnote but a
landscape of trauma on which scars
remain visible across generations.
Together, these books establish a
crucial point: the violence in J&K during
Partition was not peripheral to the
subcontinent’s history. It altered cultural
geographies, redefined identities and the
demographic landscape of J&K. Countless
Sikhs, Hindus, and Muslims from areas
now in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
endured trauma, loss of family and
homes, and decades of marginalisation.

Mapping an absence

Yet even these accounts leave gaps,
especially regarding the Sikhs of J&K, who
were deeply rooted across Muzaffarabad,
Mirpur, Budgam, Baramulla, Poonch, and
even the frontier regions of Gilgit, Skardu
and Baltistan.

That absence is addressed powerfully
in An Invisible Minority: The History,
Society and Politics of Sikhs in Kashmir by
Komal .B. Singh (Routledge, 2025). In
Chapter 2, Singh traces the history of
Sikhs in Kashmir and the abrupt rupture
0f 1947. She shows how the tribal invasion
transformed Sikhs into an “invisible”
minority — numerically small, politically
peripheral, and largely excluded from
dominant narratives of Kashmir’s past.
Singh’s work provides the structural and
historical framework within which
individual testimonies must be read.

These books, the missing landscape,
photographs in an old family album and a
handwritten draft of my grandfather’s
memoir, ‘Nangali Sahib and 1947", led me
to talk to survivors for their 1947
recollections. In those fading images lived
a story history forgot: how J&K,
untouched by the Radcliffe Line, was
forced into a war when armed tribal
militias swept across its borders in
October 1947. I then decided to train as an
oral historian with The 1947 Partition
Archive, to record the voices of people

from J&K that history had sidelined.

That work led me to 96-year-old Sardar
Dalip Singh Deepak, a retired educator
and author from Budgam, Kashmir and
one of the last living witnesses.

The last survivor

On October 22, 1947, thousands of tribal
fighters backed by Pakistan invaded J&K,
swept through Muzaffarabad, Mirpur,
Kotli, Baramulla and parts of Poonch and
the Valley. Amid the collapse of order,
Maharaja Hari Singh signed the
Instrument of Accession acceding J&K to
India on October 26, enabling India’s
military intervention. At dawn on October
27, the 1st Sikh Kumaon Regiment was
airlifted to Srinagar, but by then
thousands had already suffered
irreversible losses, marking the start of
the first Indo-Pak war. Born in 1931,
Sardar Dalip Singh was just 16 when the
1947 tribal invasion ripped through
Kashmir and made him an orphan
overnight. In his village, Atina, and
nearby Gohlar, 300 Sikhs lost their lives.
His mother, Sardarni Mani Kour, was shot
dead at their doorstep. His nine-year-old
sister, Harbans Kaur disappeared, never
to be found. One brother was killed;
another died days later from bullet
wounds as the family left Srinagar. When
Dalip returned months later, his mother’s
decomposed body and blood stained
clothes still lay where she had fallen. “The
world can never understand this grief,” he
said quietly, “Villages in Muzaffarabad
were among the first to be destroyed.
Thousands were killed, and thousands
displaced, as refugee caravans walked
over Dhumel Bridge and fled toward
Poonch and Srinagar.”

Some Sikh villages mounted a defence
at Ichahama, Kashmir, using sticks, tools
and small arms to delay the Kabaili
advance — a resistance that helped buy
time for Indian troops to be airlifted to
Srinagar and provide a safe passage to

refugees. Historians agree that this
resistance may well have altered the
course of Kashmir’s history.

Rebuilding from rubble

Despite receiving only ¥250 as
government compensation, Dalip Singh
rebuilt his life from an orphaned teenager
to educator and author. From becoming
an orphan to rebuilding his life, to
discovering the photograph of his
martyred brother, S. Joginder Singh, at
Piyara Photographs in Lal Chowk,
Srinagar — these experiences are not
preserved in state archives or history
books. They survive in memory and in
Dalip Singh Deepak’s writings. His books,
Hadsian Choun Phutte Akkhar (Words
Born out of Tragedies), Lokgeet
Prakashan, 2008, Anhad Naad (The
Eternal Sound), Deepak Prakashan, 2021,
and Sehaj Subhaye (Divine Equanimity),
Deepak Prakashan, 2021, are not
conventional histories. They are works of
reflection shaped by loss, faith, resilience
and an effort to anchor trauma within
spiritual and historical continuity.

What unites Mehta, Saraf, Singh, and
Dalip Singh Deepak, is not genre but
urgency. Each, in different ways,
confronts a history that South Asia has
been unwilling to fully face. Together,
they remind us that the story of the tribal
invasion in J&K is not complete without its
witnesses and survivors.

As these witnesses age and pass on, the
responsibility shifts. Listening, recording,
and acknowledging these truths is
necessary. Stories like Dalip Singh
Deepak’s are not historical footnotes; they
are testaments to courage, and the human
spirit’s refusal to let memory fade. For as
long as these stories remain marginal, the
wounds of 1947 will continue to shape one
of the world’s most volatile and
dangerous borders.

Kanwal Singh is a writer, columnist and
scholar from J&K.

yeft 5% TeRR: RvTeH & 18 Hek & Renfia Riel ) serh

Partition, Tribal Raids of 1947 and the Forgotten Trauma of Jammu & Kashmir
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The broader Partition discourse in South
Asia has often overlooked the horrors endured
by the people of Jammu & Kashmir during the
tribal raids of 1947

G feror TiRmn 7 faure fawsi = SR 1947 &
ST U & SR JTH-HIHR & Al
ERERILY Wﬁwmm%
Works like Freedom at Midnight and
Midnight’s Furies mention it only in passin
WwieH Te firsHrge 3R r %?ﬁ
Only a handful of works by authors and survivors from J&K offer deeper context, eyewitness
testimonies, and vital historical detail that illuminate the region’s largely forgotten trauma
SF-PTHR & AD! 3R Sfifad o2 Al &1 o & T e T, weaargeif |re, 3R
eyl efaeTRie faavor ugm Frdt 8, S 59 & & T Yo §U SHTITd Bl IR Bl &
One of the earliest and searing eyewitness accounts is Krishna Mehta’s memoir, Kashmir
47-48, also published as Kashmir 1947: A Survivor’s Story

T TR SR A1t ucaereRif faawon o Hwim Agdr &1 TR0 HIHR 4748, B FUR
1947: € Yaisaeq © & w0 & i uwiiRig foar man, wnfia 8

Mehta, the wife of a senior civil servant stationed in Muzaffarabad as the Wazir-i-Wazarat,
records the sudden collapse of civil administration as tribal raiders entered the town in
October 1947

YAFRRRIEIG H goiR-U-a9Rd & U 8 dH1d T IRy Rifdd Sa& &t Ut Hgdl 7 sfagar
1947 A SFSIAIT BHATER! & UAR & 1Y ANTRD YRMRIA & 3G Udd I gl 1T

Her memoir traces the attack on her home, her escape with her children, and the terror
that gripped civilians as order disintegrated

DT GERU TR W U, = & A1 TaH, 3R TR & ¢eA & A1 AN 3 AT
TP BT qUMH I ©

What distinguishes her narrative is not only the violence she witnesses but her attention to
the everyday textures of fear

3% qui- &I A1y 91T @ 5 Faa g T fn, sfes v & e ergual w o mr e
Children separated from &%arents and women navigating survival in captivity

Arar-fiar A fags 919, 3R Fe A siifad 389 &1 wud wdl afgart

Mehta’s account refuses the language of abstraction, and moral dilemmas during the
invasion

TRl BT [qaR0r S YT § SAHR IRal § 3R SATHHY b SR & Afad §g ! I A1 §

It insists that the tribal raids and the first war over Kashmir was, before anything else, a
humanitarian catastrophe

I8 9IR 3T § fob T gHd 3R SR W Ugdl I, Jo9 U 3R U U ¥, Th
AT 3TUer 4

If Mehta’s memoir captures the shock of invasion, Amar Nath Saraf’s Rajouri
Remembered documents what followed in one of the worst-affected regions

i Dedl BT TR THHYI & P P THSdl 8, A SHARATY TRTE Fi I s ged
3P yHIfae &= & I a1 Bt ge13i &l ool axal g

Drawing on survivor testimonies, local records, and personal recollection, Saraf
reconstructs the massacre and displacement at Rajouri in 1947-48

“hfed a2 A & A1ey, R siftea, SR aafaara Wil & SMUR TR IRTH 194748 |
IO & g SRR 3R FRIRITT o1 G0 3a

His work stands out for its insistence on naming the dead and recording the silences left
behind

D! Hid YDl &b AW gof B 3R T e TS WA HF &of B3 W SR 1 & forg
fafry &

Rajouri, in Saraf’s telling, is not a strategic footnote but a landscape of trauma on which
scars remain visible across generations
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IR & JUH T ICR] D13 F0HITAD Fedle a1, Sfeh T TaTd $T UiNeRd 8, fo/ia! 319
tifedl oo fomrs 3t 8

Together, these books establish a crucial point that the violence in J&K during Partition
was not peripheral to the subcontinent’s history

3 QI HAdHR I8 HedqU! a1 AU FHRll § b fAUToTT & gRT- JTRI-HRHR | g8
SUHETEIY & S8 & fore g1 @t we=r a7 ot

It altered cultural geographies, redefined identities, and the demographic landscape of
J&K

sﬂﬁwmﬂﬂﬁaaﬁw ga TR @1, 3R SR F Swifes
uf¥esa &l =uiad faar

Countless Sikhs, Hindus, and Muslims from areas now in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
endured trauma, loss of family and homes, and decades of marginalisation

mmeﬁ@mﬁa‘ﬁwm 3R gEaHT A Smurd, uRaR
3R W Pt &ifdl, TUT IUHT & IRMATHIT B! TaT e

Mapping an absence

T

Cal

Yet even these accounts leave gaps, especially regarding the Sikhs of J&K, who were
deeply rooted across Muzaffarabad, Mirpur, Budgam, Baramulla, Poonch, and even the
frontier regions of Gilgit, Skardu and Baltistan

i 1t 3 faaror @it sisd ¢, faRive S-»=dR & fal & de & St gerwsvare,
gaagrgr IRTHET, YD, 3R T8 ao & Rrafia, wrd ik arfeewar o darad ast &

That absence is addressed powerfully in An Invisible Minority: The History, Society and
Politics of Sikhs in Kashmir by Komal J.B. Singh (Routledge, 2025)

39 &ﬂq@rﬁﬁaﬁnﬁﬁaﬁ Rig @ T& T gAfREa argAimd: g i, "agd ts
uiferfea 3w ey 39 $IR (Feasl, 2025) Tad U J AT Bl §

In Chapter 2, Singh traces the history of Sikhs in Kashmir and the abrupt rupture of 1947
e 2 ¥ Rig iR # Ral & sfoe 3k 1947 & e g¢ fawde &1 fdavur i §
She shows how the tribal invasion transformed Sikhs into an “invisible” minority,
numerically small, politically peripheral, and largely excluded from dominant narratives
of Kashmir's past

3% fe@h § o SISl SmshaoT 3 Rid! &1 U “ 3R eqel® | sad fadl, St
T-ITHS U A BIe, A-iad U | IR R, sﬁvmé?&ﬁﬁaﬁmamaﬁﬁ

qEX Y
Singh’s work provides the structural and historical framework within which individual
testimonies must be read

g &1 B1 98 WA SR TR eran UeH Fxar g, fore iR safaama wed &1
SEEISIEISIIHY

These books, the missing landscape, photographs in an old family album, and a
handwritten draft of my grandfather's memoir, ‘Nangali Sahib and 1947’, led me to talk
to survivors for their 1947 recollections

1 Qo] MAE uiRewd, A UIRATe Tead $1 awdiRy, 3R R a1 &1 gwfarad $id
et AIfed TS 1947’ 2 Jo Sifaa 2 @i 9 3o 1947 @) fedl | S 3 & g
Ui foar

In those fading |mages lived a story history forgot

I gerett gielt aRART H T U e o ford gfersra = e fean

How J&K, untouched by the Radcliffe Line, was forced into a war when armed tribal
militias swept across its borders in October 1947

I@T Y 3T SIH-HHR, AFgaR 1947 T = SI-orTanyg FRfafmarsed & i
IR 1 W GG T Yobed faar 11

| then decided to train as an oral historian with The 1947 Partition Archive, to record the
voices of people from J&K that history had sidelined
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g% 915 A1 € 1947 YN 3Thiga & Iy Hife® sfagraeR & =0 d ufiemr a4 &1 fAufg
foba, difes 3BT gRT TRIT 1R STel 7€ SR-5THR & @7 Y e oS &l off I

That work led me to 96-year-old Sardar Dalip Singh Deepak, a retired educator and
author from Budgam, Kashmir, and one of the last living witnesses

98 $T 03 96 TUI WeR gfery Rig iuw, ge7mw, w=UR & Jarfga Rianfag siv
wg®, JuT Sifaw Siifad Tarel # A T a& o T

The last survivor

sifaw siifad marg

On October 22, 1947, thousands of tribal fighters backed by Pakistan invaded J&K, swept
through Muzaffarabad Mirpur, Kotli, Baramulla and parts of Poonch and the Valley
22 3[ACER 1947 DI, Wmmmmammwwm
3R YARpRIETE, W Pieat, TRTHAT U YD 3R Ut & T 38 4 gl 3 a¢
Amid the collapse of order, Maharaja Hari Singh signed the Instrument of Accession
acceding J&K to India on October 26, enabling India’s military intervention
TR & U & i, HERTST gk i 3 26 TR B! AT T W GHIER HR STR-HIAR
BT YRE | e b, R WIRe BT 77 gaay T ga
At dawn on October 27, the 1st Sikh Kumaon Regiment was airlifted to Srinagar, but by
then thousands had already suffered irreversible losses, marking the start of the first Indo-
Pak war
27 AFER 31 UR H 15t i@ purS; Wome o fiR wRfade fo5an mn, dfe a9 9@ goR!
TN SraRad-T &ifa 9 I ¥, R Ugd HIRA-UIe g 1 YIS §3
Born in 1931, Sardar Dalip Singh was just 16 when the 1947 tribal invasion ripped through
Kashmir and made him an orphan overnight
1931 ¥ 5 WReR &fery Rig Fad 16 9 & A 579 1947 F ST STHHVT 3 HIHR HI
6189 &R 341 3R I IMa1-I1d SATY &1 a1
In his V|Ilage Atina, and nearby Gohlar, 300 Sikhs lost their lives

31T 3R U F MR F 300 Rl F1 o TE
His mother Sardarni Mani Kour, was shot dead at their doorstep
ST T TR AT PR B 37 aae W et 7R & T
His nine-year-old sister, Harbans Kaur, disappeared, never to be found
! A qifT 95+, AW PR, AT B T8, 3R R Hoft 77 firct
One brother was killed; another died days later from bullet wounds as the family left
Srinagar
TH HTS WIRT AT, 3R GER1 Mt & °ral & SR NHTR Sied T & A 918 7R T
When Dalip returned months later, his mother's decomposed body and blood-stained
clothes still lay where she had fallen
O Gl $ TEHI a8 aie, oY Sd! AT BT TST §3HT U 3R FA A T IS g6l Us d Sl
g i o
“The world can never understand this grief,” he said quietly
351 id TR H g, “gf~ran 39 g &1 Hit augt 78 aod
“Villages in Muzaffarabad were among the first to be destroyed
IE FET, “YSRBRIEIG & Tid Y4 Ugd 1Y e e
Thousands were killed, and thousands displaced, as refugee caravans walked over
Dhumel Bridge and fled toward Poonch and Srinagar”
ORI AR T, 3R g9 fawafue gu, o9 TRunffal & Sifted ¢Ad ga UR 3R U 8
FF R &Y 3R YR
Some Sikh villages mounted a defence at Ichahama, Kashmir, using sticks, tools and
small arms to delay the Kabaili advance
$o Rg 7Tal A FHR & e & anfea, v ok B R @ waradh 9gd &I
Rl &1 T fobar
This resistance helped buy time for Indian troops to be airlifted to Srinagar and provide a
safe passage to refugees
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39 UfeRIY 3 WRAH D! 3 fTR varferge s &1 9wy foamn iR wRunfiay &
Rféra At Suasy S

¢ Historians agree that this resistance may well have altered the course of Kashmir’s
history

gfIgIPRI @1 "gHld § & 39 ufR1Y 3 FR & sfagry o fawm sea &
Rebuilding from rubble

e Despite receiving only ¥250 as government compensation, Dalip Singh rebuilt his life from
an orphaned teenager to educator and author

&Had T250 B! AXPRI AT M e & dravg, giay Rig 3 16 ATy fFiR 3
mmmmwmwmm

¢ From becoming an orphan to rebuilding his life, to discovering the photograph of his
martyred brother, S. Joginder Singh, at Piyara Photographs in Lal Chowk, Srinagar,
these experiences are not preserved in state archives or history books

SATY F91 J AR Sia LA dF, SR a1 9N, AR & ARy BeRmR goH R
3 TG HTE T Siftige Rig ot axdk @ivm de, ﬁ&rﬁmramarf‘uﬁwmgﬁwm
e 1 Gl e §

e They survive in memory and in Dalip Singh Deepak’s writings
A i ¥ ok gfra Rig Sue & o= 9 oifdd 8

e His books, Hadsian Choun Phutte Akkhar (2008), Anhad Naad (2021), and Sehaj
Subhaye (2021) are not conventional histories
D! G gl o BE SaRER (2008), 3FEG TG (2021) 3R g YU (2021)
TR SI8T™ g1 &

e They are works of reflection shaped by loss, faith, resilience, and an effort to anchor
trauma within spiritual and historical continuity

3 FRiaITeT® T ©, ST ifd, S, forsfifaen Sk smara &1 searf@e 9 tfasiie
fARavar 7 wiftg W%mﬁmﬁn@%

o What unites Mehta, Saraf, Singh, and Dalip Singh Deepak is not genre but urgenc
g, R, Rig 9% <fer Rie A1 1 sie) arl <l et 7 o1 s

e Each, in different ways, confronts a history that South Asia has been unwilling to fully face
T, S-S0 dRi J, 39 RIS 1 WA el & R g faror eRmam gt ake 3@ @
HARTT 6T 8

e Together, they remind us that the story of the tribal invasion in J&K is not complete without
its withesses and survivors

1y e 3 a1e 3 € fob S-SR | Sl STehHul &1 wgH TaTel 8iR Shifad a2
?hTﬁ & fomm aredt @
e As these withesses age and pass on, the responsibility shifts
SR 3 TTaTE g 81 @ SR g | fagr 814 €, Rrierst wirAiaivd gidi @
e Listening, recording, and acknowledging these truths is necessary
3 T B AT, Tof HRAT SR PR AT AP &
e Stories like Dalip Slngh Deepak’s are not historical footnotes

3ferg fRie Siue St werar gfae 3t g1id & fRufdmt 721 €

o They are testaments to courage, and to the human spirit’s refusal to let memory fade
d AT @ el § SR urd eirem & Wfa o) firen 937 & Wdew &1 yHT §

e For as long as these stories remain marginal, the wounds of 1947 will continue to shape
one of the world’s most volatile and dangerous borders

4 d% 3 FHEIaT g™ W IR, 1947 & U919 g1 &t T SRR 3R Fe-re drume &
T TS Bl 3MHR g g7
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1. | The story of ‘We, the moving people’

&9, Tt T 1 HeT

The changing patterns of India’s student migration
YRA & B YA & dgad WY

3. | Overseas Bill betrays migrant workers

3Naie fAdus yareht yfvet & Iy fAyrraT #arg

itizenship is tied to a person’s residency

in a delimited territory. A citizen is

ordinarily expected to be residing in a

particular location. The migration of
people across borders — international or within a
country — dislocates this presumed overlap
between citizenship and territory, causing a
conceptual drift. Neither governments nor
political parties are fully equipped to deal with
this, and what we see around the world is public
angst that is being harnessed for mobilisation
against recent immigrants, mass deportations
and efforts to clean up voter lists.

In India, the Election Commission of India
(ECD is undertaking a Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of the electoral rolls. Pushing back against
challenges to the move, the ECI told the Supreme
Court of India: “Rapid urbanisation and frequent
migration of population from one place to
another on account of education, livelihood and
other reasons have become a regular trend. Some
electors obtain registration in one place and then
shift their residence and register themselves at
another place without getting their names
deleted from the electoral roll of the initial place
of residence. This has led to an increased
possibility of repeated entries in the electoral roll.
Thus, the ECI came to the conclusion that the
situation warrants the conduct of a pan-India SIR
beginning with the State of Bihar.”

Under President Donald Trump, the United
States Department of Justice asked all 50 States to
hand over their full voter registration databases,
arguing that access to complete electoral rolls was
necessary to enforce federal election laws. The
move triggered resistance from several States.
This push coincided with a sweeping executive
order signed by Mr. Trump to reshape federal
election procedures, including a requirement for
documentary proof of U.S. citizenship, such as a
passport or birth certificate — measures
supporters say strengthen election integrity, but
which critics warn could undermine State
autonomy and restrict voter access. Around 22
million-24 million non-citizens are in the U.S.
legally; estimates of undocumented residents
vary but run into the millions. In India and the
U.S., the notion of alien voters influencing politics
is strong.

A rise in those moving out
Though the proportion of international migrants
in the world’s population has remained broadly
stable over the decades, the absolute number of
migrants has grown rapidly. Migrants as a
proportion of the global population may have
increased by only about one percentage point
since 1960 according to most estimates. But the
number of people living outside their country of
birth has expanded dramatically — from about
154 million in 1990 to over 300 million by
mid-2024 — nearly doubling in just three decades
and rising faster than the overall global
population growth.

In western countries, nativist populism is
linked to the rise in the proportion of
foreign-born residents. In the U.S., about 14%-15%

The Special
Intensive
Revision of the
electoral rolls,
Census 2027
and
delimitation
will sharpen
the migrant
imprint on
Indian politics

of the population is foreign born, up from
roughly 13% in 2010. The United Kingdom has
seen a sharper transformation: the share of those
foreign-born rose from about 8% in 2001 to
roughly 16% by 2021. Canada has one of the
highest proportions among large economies, with
about 22% of the population foreign-born.
Australia stands out, with around 31%-32% of its
population born overseas. Immigration is among
the top three issues for voters in most developed
countries in 2025, though its intensity as a
concern has reduced a bit.

Governments want to regulate and manage the
flow of people. India wants to ‘export human
resources’, a euphemism for sending more
people abroad for jobs. Rich countries that need
young workers are increasingly not wanting them
to stay on and claim citizenship, but to leave after
a certain number of years. Returning migrants
will bring back new social and political attitudes.
In their host countries, they will form a labour
class without political rights — as with H-1B
workers in the U.S., though they have a distant
pathway to citizenship. The Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries and Singapore have
created a category of workers without any
political identity, and developed countries are
now looking at temporary workers on similar
lines.

There are about 35.4 million
Overseas Indians (people of Indian P\
origin); 15.8 million of them are
Indian citizens, and 19.6 million are
persons of Indian origin. Under the
Representation of the People
(Amendment) Act, 2010, Indian
citizens living abroad can enrol and exercise their
franchise in their place of residence in India as
‘mentioned in their passport. A petition before the
Supreme Court argues that they should be able to
vote remotely. The petitioner contends that the
2010 amendment shortchanges non-resident
Indians by granting them the right to vote on the
one hand, while requiring them to be physically
present in India to actually exercise that right.

Policies and migration

Indian government policies have also encouraged
‘migration from rural to urban areas and to
specific regions such as Kashmir. In 2020, the
rules for domicile in Jammu and Kashmir were
relaxed, allowing non-locals — such as
government officials posted for 10 years,
residents for 15 years, and students for seven
years — to obtain domicile status, with access to
jobs and property. While critics argue that these
changes are intended to alter the region’s
demographic composition, the government
‘maintains that they are meant to facilitate
development and integration.

Within national boundaries, there are other
borders, and migrations across them have
political and governance consequences. Domicile
laws restrict access to many streams of education
and jobs to natives of a particular State or region.
‘The most significant implication of movement
within the country’s borders concerns voting

The story of ‘We, the moving people’
VaB

rights. The right to vote is tied to a particular
polling booth where a citizen is ordinarily
resident. The SIR exercise is a determination of
whether one can vote, but also, perhaps more
importantly, where one can vote. The same
person voting in Maharashtra or Kerala — net
migrant-receiving States — as opposed to Bihar,
which is a net migrant-sending State, has different
political implications for national politics.

Changes in population compesition affect
politics, and an example is Mumbai, where
Marathi speakers now constitute less than 40%,
while Hindi speakers are around 30%. The
nativist politics of the Shiv Sena has been
decimated; parties now routinely field
Hindi-speaking candidates in elections. In 2001,
31% of India’s population were migrants and by
2011, this proportion had increased to 38%.
Two-thirds of these migrants are women, due to
marriage. Men, who make up the remaining
third, tend to move farther and largely for
economic reasons. Census 2027 will capture the
enormity of this movement of people after nearly
two decades.

Migrating people carry attitudes, values,
stories and belief systems. The White House now
celebrates Deepavali — a practice that began in
2003. It was through migration that Vedic

practices spread from the Aryavarta
region of the epics to its eastern and
peninsular frontiers, mixing with

pre-existing lore and expanding the

» FOCUSON cultural universe that would later be

called Hinduism. Languages move

with migrating people. Historically,

it has been a case of more men than
women who migrated, and migrating men met
native women; the languages we speak today
reflect this, Peggy Mohan argues in Father
Tongue, Motherland

Birthright citizenship

Moving people is now challenging even the idea
of birthright citizenship in countries where it
once existed unquestioned. The Trump
administration is trying to overturn a long-held
interpretation of the 14th Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution that all those born in the U.S. are
eligible for citizenship. Until recently, an
estimated 30,000 people were travelling to the
U.S. annually to give birth, and there were tour
companies that made this a business model. A
2015 law made it legal for people to seek visas for
giving birth in the U.S., but in 2020, with the rise
of Trump-era nativism, this was withdrawn.
India, through a change in its citizenship law, has
barred children born to an illegal immigrant from
acquiring citizenship by birth.

Moving people moves the history of
humankind. Moving people is remaking the
politics of India. These changes will become
visible through the Census, the SIR, and then
delimitation, which will redistribute Lok Sabha
representation across State borders for the first
time in half a century.

varghese.g@thehindu.co.in
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The story of ‘We, the moving people’

&4, Tt dhr @1 Her

Citizenship and migration

AT 3R Y=

o Citizenship is tied to a person’s residency in a delimited territory.
AR fbeit Afad & e &t fHruffva & 9 Siedi g

o A citizen is ordinarily expected to be residing in a particular location.
AHIG: I8 SO B I & fb Big ARG [t ARy RIF R FHar 3 381 81

e The migration of people across borders — international or within a country — dislocates
this presumed overlap between citizenship and territory, causing a conceptual drift.
I T SARRTEIT I1 &% & WiaR HH1ef & UR YareH, AFRedr 3R &5 & s #H 1T 39
3faRAT Y FYT Fll 8, I U FaiRep famrer S g g

¢ Neither governments nor political parties are fully equipped to deal with this, and what we see
around the world is public angst that is being harnessed for mobilisation against recent
immigrants, mass deportations and efforts to clean up voter lists.
A TBR IR 7 G AP G S99 e & T It a8 d9R &, SR g wR & S gt
1 38T 8 I8 Ardwif-er 3RidY 3, BT ¢ yarfat, arfes fafad ok aagrar gt 3t
TPTS & AP dmec) & fod ST fear STw1 2|

¢ InIndia, the Election Commission of India (ECI) is undertaking a Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of the electoral rolls.
YRd H, YRt fafe= smaiT (Ec1) Aaardr gt &1 fa=iv g T8 (SIR) 3R @18

o Pushing back against challenges to the move, the ECI told the Supreme Court of India:
“Rapid urbanisation and frequent migration of population from one place to another on
account of education, livelihood and other reasons have become a regular trend.
=9 Hed $I ! T oTF W TR 34 §T, ECI Y WA & HaleT <raTed § $gT. “au
EABHRT 3R RI&T, ATSNTABT AT 3T HRON F SETS BT U VM I G VM R IR-IR
WA U (afid ugfy &9 T gl

o Some electors obtain registration in one place and then shift their residence and register
themselves at another place without getting their names deleted from the electoral roll of the
initial place of residence.

$S HA U YT TR UoNh0l HRI § 3R R 30T T ead? gk ®IF R W &l

usﬁﬁwa?r% T 3107 vgd ey RIM &1 Aaerdr It § AW gear|

e This has led to an increased possibility of repeated entries in the electoral roll.
T Haad gl § SYevTd arent ufafyay Bt Hure 5¢ 7 2

e Thus, the ECI came to the conclusion that the situation warrants the conduct of a pan-India
SIR beginning with the State of Bihar.”
U USR, ECI 39 vt IR Ugal b fRUf fagR T ¥ 3= 9 U SIfd URAH SIR &1
AT Sl g 17

e Under President Donald Trump, the United States Department of Justice asked all 50
States to hand over their full voter registration databases, arguing that access to complete
electoral rolls was necessary to enforce federal election laws.

g;g??ﬁ'—nﬁ T & orefiH, smfvat =am faumT 3 Wit 50 Is4l T I Ul eI GoiaRul
KIEEEIET % T 23 gU [ U TG P Y A e R Qo e iRt
I Ugd SIS g |

e The move triggered resistance from several States.
Y el A B Il i R I faRty o 5 fea|

e This push coincided with a sweeping executive order signed by Mr. Trump to reshape
federal election procedures, including a requirement for documentary proof of U.S.
citizenship, such as a passport or birth certificate.
Ig Ugd 4 THI GRIT GX1&Rd U AUS BIIBIRT TSR & 1Y 373, ST Iexg T g9
uferaraft ot Rifea & o, o srafvat Ariedr & grardsit THTUr S URTad a1 v
WHTOTYS T SHfardar qnfira ot
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Supporters say these measures strengthen election integrity, but critics warn they could
undermine State autonomy and restrict voter access.

Tt BT el © b T SUTT AT Fsuarar &1 Aeey 4 ©, Al Selae! &1 He 8 b
Y oY W] HHGIR 81 Tobd! & IR Haeral Ugd Siid gt gl g |

Around 22 million—24 million non-citizens are in the U.S. legally; estimates of
undocumented residents vary but run into the millions.

3MARPT A BN T J AIHT 2.2-2.4 S TR-ANRS 384 7; wad ray FrarRma) &1
3FTAT 3IeTT-31ehT § WAfeb I7eht e Al | B
In India and the U.S., the notion of alien voters influencing politics is strong.

YR 3R ARSI g A fadeht wagrarel gRT IeHIfd &1 yHIfad #1 $t YRM Ued 3|

A rise in those moving out

YT IS a1l &1 gt ST

Though the proportion of international migrants in the world’s population has remained
broadly stable over the decades, the absolute number of migrants has grown rapidly.

BT ax1e! § afYe SraTd)  SfeRRTgTa WaTRral &1 SFuTd TRTHT fRR X817, Tt variyt
B po W= Aol VT B

Migrants as a proportion of the global population may have increased by only about one
percentage point since 1960 according to most estimates.

SHRHTRT STHF & AR, e 3ardt & yaidt o1 ST 1960 ¥ Had YT T Ufa=rd
3% B 9T B

But the number of people living outside their country of birth has expanded dramatically —
from about 154 million in 1990 to over 300 million by mid-2024 — nearly doubling in just
three decades.

QA 30 S I F IR 67 a1 @Y bt e | U 9fS &% § — 1990 H TIHT 15.4
RIS U TR HH-2024 TP 30 PRAS | SYUD, T Had di- GBI J T AT

In western countries, nativist populism is linked to the rise in the proportion of foreign-
born residents.

gf3nd 3= & waarard) sHare &1 ey fagRr-e= el & 95 orua I gl

In the U.S., about 14%—-15% of the population is foreign born, up from roughly 13% in 2010.
AT T SMETCT BT ATUT 14%—15% T fac=1 & S §, S 2010 H T 13% T

The United Kingdom has seen a sharper transformation: the share of those foreign-bom
rose from about 8% in 2001 to roughly 16% by 2021.

grATses fhrew & 95 uRacH 3R o o9 X687 &, TeT fag=I-or @il &1 SiIaTd 2001 & T
8% U FGHY 2021 TD TRTHT 16% B 71|

Canada has one of the highest proportions among large economies, with about 22% of the

population foreign-born.

ma@w&%sﬁﬁwﬁs{%&mwém% STET ATHIT 22% 3aTe fagw & s=f |
Australia stands out, with around 31%—32% of its population born overseas.

ST faR ¥ T I\ &, STRT SMETE! BT T 31%—32% e faew & = B

Immigration is among the top three issues for voters in most developed countries in 2025,
though its intensity as a concern has reduced a bit.

2025 H SfYHTRT faRid <=1 & Taardrstt & forg e =Y @9 gl & a8, it feiar
1 Ao $o HHES 8

Governments want to regulate and manage the flow of people.

TRBR TIT & TR bt FEifd 3R TefiId HoxT =gl B

India wants to ‘export human resources’, a euphemism for sending more people abroad for
jobs.

YR e HaTeEr 1 frafa o1 =ed 8, S Sifiie ol o AR & frg fagwr 2o &1
LEARIRCA

Rich countries that need young workers are increasingly not wanting them to stay on and
claim citizenship, but to leave after a certain number of years.

et 21, 5 gar 4Tl oF raRgdhdl §, 3@ I WIR T ¥ g4 3R AR &1 rdl &
& TOTI HS IV aIg dlc ofF & TrIfddr ¢ 38 §
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e Retuming migrants will bring back new social and political attitudes.
AN e a1t YaRh 1T ATHITS 3R IeTifad eRPIor da Smi|

o In their host countries, they will form a labour class without political rights — as with H-1B
workers in the U. S., though they have a distant pathway to citizenship.
A 3R A 3 P AUPTRY 3 T 4fie 9t S — of SARST & H-1B FHATS,
gTalep 3Tch U ANl BT Ueh g AN gl g |

e The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries and Singapore have created a category of
workers without any political identity.
QTS! [gaT ufkug (GCC) 3T 3R RIR = U2 9fyen! o) uep uft a1 & et 18
ST Uga™ 51 5|

o Developed countries are now looking at temporary workers on similar lines.
e i 37 3ra 3t ool R SRt Hf¥repl B 3k < @ T

e There are about 35.4 million Overseas Indians (people of Indian origin).
ST R B T 3.54 S WARH HRAHT (YR g & AT ¢ |

¢ 15.8 million of them are Indian citizens, and 19.6 million are persons of Indian origin.
T 9 1.58 PRIS YR ANIND & 3R 1.96 FRIS YR I S AfR o |

e Under the Representation of the People (Amendment) Act, 2010, Indian citizens living
abroad can enrol and exercise their franchise in their place of residence in India as
ment|oned in the|r passport.

) FUFRIH, 2010 & d8d, f9d=1 # T84 arel YR AFRS 31U

umﬁéﬁaﬁum@aﬁamwwwﬁmmm 30 WATRIBR BT TN B avd g |

e A petition before the Supreme Court argues that they should be able to vote remotely.
A BIE T RR TP 1] § 7 a1 1T § b I g WaaH &1 SiAfd e e

e The petitioner contends that the 2010 amendment shortchanges non-resident Indians by
granting them the right to vote on the one hand, while requiring them to be physically
present in India to actually exercise that right.
ATl B BT & [ 2010 BT HINYT TH 3R AART YRR I AdeH B ISR
a1 8, Af TR 3R I HABR BT TN A & oy I8 RIS U YR & SufRa
BH BT X AHR ISP I S Il ¢ |

Polici%s and migration
IR yarH

¢ Indian government policies have also encouraged migration from rural to urban areas and to
specific regions such as Kashmir.

YR TRBR B Afcrdl = Ireftor & =gt gt SR FRER oY Ay &5 &1 SR yared &1 of

WTied fbar g |

e |n 2020, the rules for domicile in Jammu and Kashmir were relaxed, allowing non-locals —
such as govemment officials posted for 10 years, residents for 15 years, and students for
seven years — to obtain domicile status, with access to jobs and property.

2020 ¥ 7 3R HR A Siftrarga & ot & da 7, o IR-wrg — S 10 ad ¥
I TRBRT SRR, 15 a6 § FHardt iR ard af § BH — SR <ol U HR 9o, ol
I il 3R Fufw do ugd fireft|

o While critics argue that these changes are intended to alter the region’s demographic
composition, the government maintains that they are meant to facilitate development and
integration.

TET SMTAI! BT ddh § b A TEad & &) SIS TIE-T Ja- & ol 8, a8 TRBR
HET g b 37T I fIPIT 3R TPHIHRV &! §gTar 1 8

e Within national boundaries, there are other borders, and migrations across them have
political and governance consequences.

ST dref & iR 1 oy AT, SIR 31 UR TR & JMeiITa® SR T Haeh
ufome §1d B

o Domicile laws restrict access to many streams of education and jobs to natives of a
particular State or region.
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SiftraTge ST ol a1y 79 a1 &= & qe eyl o &< yepR $1 e R el
B ugd Wit PR B

The most significant implication of movement within the country’s borders concerns voting
rights.

%waﬂ@m&ﬁ%mﬁmawmwﬁ@umwﬁw@w@a%

The right to vote is tied to a particular polling booth where a citizen is ordinarily resident.
A BT SHIBR I [T Tae Hg S TS 81T § ST ARG JHAId: g a1 3
The SIR exercise is a determination of whether one can vote, but also, perhaps more
importantly, where one can vote.

SIR 3rTH g YR el © fob 1S e dic FR ebell © A1 T8, IR Wrde 38 ot 3ffeep
He@yUl Ig fos I8 Fel dic B TPl g

The same person voting in Maharashtra or Kerala — net migrant-receiving States — as
opposed to Bihar, which is a net migrant-sending State, has different political implications
for national politics.

HERTY T e — o) Y TN -H PRSP 7 § — H AagH b3, feR o Y wari-
Wmﬁmﬁw@uwﬁﬁ%ﬁwwmﬁﬁmﬁw%

Changes in population composition affect politics, and an example is Mumbai, where
Marathi speakers now constitute less than 40%, while Hindi speakers are around 30%.

SR AT 8 URadH o B yHiad e €, 3R BT ICTER0 g &, STel ARTS!
UTH 319 40% | B 7, vTaies S urdt amt 30% €1

The nativist politics of the Shiv Sena has been decimated; parties now routinely field Hindi-
speaking candidates in elections.

RIaEAT &1 RHAArard Ao HHSR TS 75 §; 3@ Uiicdl g1 § Hatd ©u ¥ fFd-mdt
Iuiigar Iardi 5

In 2001, 31% of India’s population were migrants and by 2011, this proportion had increased
to 38%.

2001 T YRT P1 31% 3MTaTc Yarit 2t 3R 2011 I T8 SIUTT 9GHR 38% B T

Two-thirds of these migrants are women, due to marriage.

= yaRndl § @ e aiend ¢, Ter: fars & sRu|

Men, who make up the remaining one-third, tend to move farther and largely for economic
reasons.

;ﬂw-ﬁm‘&‘wﬁﬁ%jﬁmaﬁ?w&r@waﬁwsﬁvg@a ffes o A yarg Ha
|

Census 2027 will capture the enormity of this movement of people after nearly two decades.

TATHT Y GRIPT S1G SRTUMT 2027 3 SH-SARTAT 1 fa=ITedl &) oot B
Migrating people carry attitudes, values, stories and belief systems.
eRIur, gew, STt SR RyTe yonfea T AR 9ad B
The White House now celebrates Deepavali — a practice that began in 2003.
FT3C 18H 3 Iuraei AT § — I8 TRURT 2003 H & g3
It was through migration that Vedic practices spread from the Aryavarta region of the epics
to its eastern and peninsular frontiers, mixing with pre-existing lore and expanding the
cultural universe that would later be called Hinduism.

UaRH & T ¥ 81 3fee R mgreiadt & smafad &7 @ qdf oiv uradidia Wareif oo
Trcfl, STgT o Ydad! b autstt I el 3iR 39 Hiepfa® salis &1 fawR gaf for ag # g
ef FeT T

Languages move with migrating people.

YTuTE 4} T i & 91y I 21

Historically, it has been a case of more men than women who migrated, and migrating men
met native women,; the languages we speak today reflect this, Peggy Mohan argues in
Father Tongue, Motherland.

UfaeTRie wu , Afgarsit 3t gaqr & Siftre 73y Ua #d 38 8, 3R TRl I3y R
afgarsi 3 fie: msnryﬁmnumaﬁaﬁ% 3 33t & guIfcll €, T Father Tongue, Motherland
7 O /Mg o A |
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Birthright citizenship

SRS AT ®dr

¢ Moving people is now challenging even the idea of birthright citizenship in countries where
it once existed unquestioned. ]
TN T STARTEA 3@ 3 o201 § |t st AIfarar o S[aURo &1 g ¢ 361 8, STl I8
Pt Ffdare ot

e The Trump administration is trying to overturn a long-held interpretation of the 14th
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution that all those bom in the U.S. are eligible for
citizenship.

T YR SARST AU & 149 TRNUA B 3T dd T I Tl 3T g ARAT B! g
DI DI HR T &, o SuR mfyet & 51 Tt dT FriedT & o= 81d §

e Until recently, an estimated 30,000 people were travelling to the U.S. annually to give birth,
and there were tour companies that made this a business model.
B d SHTA 30,000 T Ufaas 3mReeT & U & fore amm #Ra 3, 8k g3 Huf~ar 33
U U Hisd & ¥ H Ut ol

e A 2015 law made it legal for people to seek visas for giving birth'in the U.S., butin 2020, with
the rise of Trump-era nativism, this was withdrawn.
2015 & ST 7 3T & yxa & forg dier AT 9y s, dfd 2020 A Tr-wrel=
RITHIGATEIg & SHR & IR 54 9109 o ferar |

e India, through a change in its citizenship law, has barred children born to an illegal
immigrant from acquiring citizenship by birth.

HRA 7 30 AR T ST § Sedld & ATEH J Y Yarit & gf o s o1 o7 r |
ARTRT UTe $3A & dfed fBar g

e Moving people moves the history of humankind.
AT T AN AT 8T &1 3 S T 5l

e Moving people is remaking the politics of India.

RN BT AT WIRE B I Bl 3 IR 8T 7

e These changes will become visible through the Census, the SIR, and then delimitation,
which will redistribute Lok Sabha representation across State borders for the first time in
half a century.

URad SFITOMT, SIR, 3R IT& dle UREHT & A1eH § WY 81, 5t e Xrae H ugel!
IR o9 JHrt & IR AT ufafAftre &1 gafdazor s

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)

* The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), officially known as the Cooperation Council for
the Arab States of the Gulf, is a regional, intergovernmental political and economic
union of six Middle Eastern countries: Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

* It was established on 25 May 1981 in Abu Dhabi to achieve unity among its members
based on shared political and cultural identities rooted in Arab and Islamic cultures.

* Headquarters: Located in Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia.

» Member States: All six members are monarchies.
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» Constitutional Monarchies: Qatar, Kuwait, and Bahrain.
» Absolute Monarchies: Saudi Arabia and Oman.

* Federal Monarchy: UAE, consisting of seven emirates, each ruled by its own
monarch.

Objectives of the GCC

» To achieve coordination, integration, and inter-connection among member states in
all fields.

* To strengthen ties among their peoples.

 To formulate similar regulations in areas such as economy, finance, trade, customs,
tourism, legislation, and administration.

* To foster scientific and technical progress in industry, mining, agriculture, water,
and animal resources.

* To establish scientific research centers.
* To encourage private sector cooperation.
» To deepen existing ties in various fields.
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The changing patterns of India’s student migration

a decisive shift that is no longer confined to

elite universities or programmes that are
fully funded. Today’s migration is characterised
by self-financed education where middle-class
households invest heavily in the promise of a
global degree and upward social mobility. In
Ministry of External Affairs data, more than 13.2
lakh Indian students were enrolled in over 70
countries by 2023, which rose to 13.35 lakh in
2024, and projected to reach 13.8 lakh in 2025.

India is one of the top senders of international

students, with the United States and Canada as
the top destinations (40%), followed by the
United Kingdom, Australia and Germany. This
significant development is reflected in the report
of the Parliamentary Committee on the Welfare of
Indian Diaspora (2022) which engages with
students as one of India’s major diaspora
categories.

l ndia’s latest wave of student migration marks

The true picture

While all this is seen by some asa
democratisation of foreign education, with doors
opening to students from different
socio-economic classes, the reality is more
complex. Many of these students are channelled
into lower-tier institutions and vocational
colleges, into courses often unrelated to their
expertise and without much job prospects, due to
recruitment agencies that operate in a grey legal
zone. The partnership between recruitment
networks and less credible private colleges
abroad is driven primarily by commissions and
profit, reflecting the largely unregulated
expansion of the foreign education industry.

The outcome is widespread deskilling and
underemployment, with many graduates unable
to transition into skilled work. In the U.K., what
were once polytechnics have become universities
post 1992 that cater primarily to international
students, sometimes waiving entry requirements
and triggering controversy due to declining
academic standards. Reports suggest that
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The rapid
expansion of
Indian student
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o
contradictions
between
aspiration and
outcome, and
opportunity
and exploitation

approximately only one in four Indian
postgraduates in the U.K. secures a sponsored
skilled visa.

Student migration from India represents a
middle-class aspiration with significant risks.
Kerala, historically defined by Gulf labour
migration, illustrates this transformation as the
Kerala Migration Survey (KMS) 2023 reports that
student migration doubled in five years, from 1.29
lakh in 2018 to 2.5 lakh in 2023, which is 11.3% of
total emigrants. Outward student remittances
from Kerala are estimated at 343,378 crore,
equivalent to about 20% of total inward
remittances from labour migrants.

Reverse remittance

Most students migrate through self-financing or
education loans, often mortgaging family
property, with the hope of better
employment and higher wages that
would repay debts and enable
higher living standards. However,
for many, this journey ends in debt,
underemployment or forced return, [
a phenomenon that economists
describe as reverse remittances,

where Indian households subsidise foreign
economies.

Foreign students contribute significantly to
host economies. In Canada, international
students contributed about $30.9 billion to GDP
in 2022, supporting over 3,61,000 jobs. In 2023,
Canada hosted over 4,27,000 Indian students,
which is roughly 45% of international enrolments.
In the U.S., roughly 4,00,000 Indian students, in
2024, spent an estimated $7 billion-$8 billion
annually on tuition, housing and living costs,
sustaining universities and local economies.

Across destinations, students shoulder
substantial financial burdens, sometimes to the
tune of ¥40 lakh-¥50 lakh, to finance studies
abroad. Rising rents, restricted working hours,
and visa caps exacerbate financial and mental
strains. Unable to find skilled work, many take up
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The changing patterns of India’s student migration
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low-wage unskilled jobs, often juggling multiple
part-time jobs, sometimes undocumented, to
work longer hours, and facing exploitation.
Restrictive visa rules, limited post-study
employment options and a lack of placement
support from low-ranked colleges exacerbate this
downward mobility. For instance, until 2024, the
U.K. allowed students to convert student visas
into care visas, offering a survival route in a tight
job market, but this pathway has since become
impossible due to new restrictions.

The local context

This outflow of students needs to be understood
within the domestic context that is driving it. Is it
the perceived lack of quality in domestic
institutions or an inability to find well-paid
domestic employment? With foreign universities
establishing offshore campuses in
Dubai, Singapore, and other
destinations offering western
degrees at lower costs, it is telling
that Indian students rarely choose
them. The reason is more
structural. For many, studying in
OECD countries is not only about
education but about permanent residency, social
mobility and an escape from a third world
identity.

Ironically, this wave of student migration has
also created a new form of cheap labour for
OECD countries, akin to Gulf labour migration
except that it is now accompanied by reverse
remittances often financed through savings and
debt.

This rapid expansion of Indian student
migration exposes deep systemic contradictions
between aspiration and outcome, and between
opportunity and exploitation, resulting in a
phenomenon that can be described as brain
waste. It calls for stronger regulation of education
agents, pre-departure counselling, and bilateral
frameworks to ensure institutional accountability
abroad.

e |ndia’s latest wave of student migration marks a decisive shift that is no longer confined to
elite universities or programmes that are fully funded.
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e Today’s migration is characterised by self-financed education where middle-class
households invest heavily i |n the prom|se of a global degree and upward somal mobilit
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¢ In Ministry of External Affairs data, more than 13.2 lakh Indian students were enrolled in
over 70 countries by 2023, which rose to 13.35 lakh in 2024, and projected to reach 13.8
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lakh in 2025.
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¢ India is one of the top senders of international students, with the United States and
Canada as the top destinations (40%), followed by the United Kingdom, Australia and

Germany.
HRd

BT & W@ WU® 33N § W TP 3, 951 G I SARDT 3R FHrST M
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e This significant development is reflected in the report of the Parliamentary Committee on
the Welfare of Indian Diaspora (2022) which engages with students as one of India’s major
diaspora categories.
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The true picture

o While all this is seen by some as a democratisation of foreign education, with doors
openlng to students from different socio-economic classes, the reality is more complex.
el Bw T 38 RIS Rl BT Aeaieor I 2, R Rt arae-anife ol &
BET & foIT Sa¥R Qad §, del aRAfddwdl del 3Hf® Jfed g

o Many of these students are channelled into lower-tier institutions and vocational colleges,
into courses often unrelated to their expertise and without much job prospects, due to
recruitment agencies that operate in a grey legal zone.

0 A F3 S $! E-aT TR SR ATaiS Hiae & U o Sy €, T ureashal
Sl 39! faiusar & orifeg Bid & STR O AeIR 3t HUIGHTE HH Bl §, 1 Helf
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e The partnership between recruitment networks and less credible private colleges abroad
is driven primarily by commissions and profit, reflecting the largely unregulated expansion
of the foreign education industry.

Yl Aeast SR 3= & FHH fayzia el Srasl & §a ARt Tead: FHRA iR av 3
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e The outcome is widespread deskilling and underemployment, with many graduates unable
to transition into skilled work.
SYPT TRUITH SIS PIA-ERT 3R YT AR & 0 H TH 3T 8, ST6T b WD
A B1d J MR 71 81 U |

¢ Inthe U.K,, what were once polytechnics have become universities post-1992 that cater

primarily to international students, sometimes waiving entry requirements and triggering
controversy due to declining academic standards.
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B B 3T BRI, anﬂanﬁmmﬁ@?éﬁ%aﬁ?ﬁ&rﬁwwmﬁ
fiRTae 3! AR Ao TeT Ha B

o Reports suggest that approximately only one in four Indian postgraduates in the U.K.
secures a sponsored skilled visa.
feuief 9 yar gadr g f& ﬁ%aaaﬂwmﬁ'ﬁwumﬂummwﬁmﬁa
P I YT B UTell

e Student migration from Indla represents a middle-class asplratlon with significant risks.
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o Kerala, historically defined by Gulf labour migration, illustrates this transformation as the
Kerala Migration Survey (KMS) 2023 reports that student migration doubled in five years,
from 1.29 lakh in 2018 to 2.5 lakh in 2023, which is 11.3% of total emigrants.
¥, St AT U A WISt 48 Yare= 4 URHIA 3818, 39 URad &1 il g, Hiifd
P ATSATA Fa (KMS) 2023 & 38R B Yarg urd qui # ST &1 7T, 2018 | 1.29
ARG I TedH 2023 H 2.5 ARG, Ol FA YATRIA BT 11.3% g

o Outward student remittances from Kerala are estimated at ¥43,378 crore, equivalent to
about 20% of total inward remittances from labour migrants.

IR Y TR T GTe BT VWU HT A 243,378 RIS &, of YW FaTRMEN I 3 18 o
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Reverse remittance

e Most students migrate through self-financing or education loans, often mortgaging family
property, with the hope of better employment and higher wages that would repay debts and
enable higher living standards.

3Ty BT Ta-fa=aIyor a1 fRIe BT & A1e9H I U9 B4 8, SRR YIarye guf fRdt
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However, for many, this journey ends in debt, underemployment or forced return, a

phenomenon that economists describe as reverse remittances, where Indian households

subsidise foreign economies.
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Foreign students contribute significantly to host economies.

fadeht B v srferawirast # Heayuf dieH 3d 7

In Canada, international students contributed about $30.9 billion to GDP in 2022, supporting

over 3, 61 ,000 jobs.

HTST H, SR BT 2022 F GDP # T $30.9 3RS F1 Frer e, 3w 3,61,000
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In 2023, Canada hosted over 4,27,000 Indian students, which is roughly 45% of

international enrolments.

%;023 #, BTST H 4,27,000 | 3P HRA BT 4, Sl Pl SRR ATHIHT BT TTHIT 45%
I

In the U.S., roughly 4,00,000 Indian students, in 2024, spent an estimated $7 billion—$8

billion annually on tuition, housing and living costs, sustaining universities and local

economies.
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Across destinations, students shoulder substantial financial burdens, sometimes to the tune

of ¥40 lakh—-¥50 lakh, to finance studies abroad.
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Rising rents, restricted working hours, and visa caps exacerbate financial and mental

strains.

Unable to find skilled work, many take up low-wage unskilled jobs, often juggling multiple

part-time jobs, sometimes undocumented, to work longer hours, and facmg exploitation.
qﬁaﬁwaﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁwmmﬁ% 3HRR P
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Restrictive visa rules, limited post-study employment options and a lack of placement

support from low-ranked colleges exacerbate this downward mobility.
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For instance, until 2024, the U.K. allowed students to convert student visas into care visas,
offering a survival route in a tight job market, but this pathway has since become
impossible due to new restrictions.
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The local context

T uiviey

This outflow of students needs to be understood within the domestic context that is driving

t.
S B T ATt 7 38 S e R R afieT A IR ) s

Is it the perceived lack of quality in domestic institutions or an inability to find well-paid
domestic employment?
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With foreign universities establishing offshore campuses in Dubai, Singapore, and other
destinations offering western degrees at lower costs, it is telling that Indian students
rarely choose them.
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The reason is more structural.

FHRUN 3G HATHD 5 |

For many, studying in OECD countries is not only about education but about permanent
residency, social mobility and an escape from a third world identity.

P AN o fod OECD =N # Ugls dad & a1, sfeer Rt fHrar, wranfore nfa=fear
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Ironically, this wave of student migration has also created a new form of cheap labour for
OECD countries, akin to Gulf labour migration, except that it is now accompanied by

reverse remittances often financed through savings and debt.

faga 78 2 1 B Uard & g8 de OECD 3TN & ot & 49 &7 741 =0 i s3I §,
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This rapid expansion of Indian student migration exposes deep systemic contradictions
between aspiration and outcome, and between opportunity and exploitation, resulting in
a phenomenon that can be described as brain waste.
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It calls for stronger regulation of education agents, pre-departure counselling, and
bilateral frameworks to ensure institutional accountability abroad.
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Overseas Bill betrays migrant workers
S I: Society: Migration JSEVOE |

n the shadow of India’s
economic ascent, millions of
its citizens — predominantly
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
and Kerala — embark on perilous
journeys abroad, chasing the
mirage of dignity through sweat
and sacrifice.

These are India’s labour
migrants: construction workers
scaling Gulf skyscrapers, domestic
helpers scrubbing floors in Arab
mansions, factory hands
assembling gadgets in Southeast
Asian sweatshops. They remit
billions, fuelling families back
home and propping up a gross
domestic product that aspires to
superpower status. Yet, as the
Overseas Mobility (Facilitation
and Welfare) Bill, 2025, wends its
way through the Indian
Parliament, it stands not as a
shield for these foot soldiers of
globalisation, but as a conveyor
belt accelerating their slide into
exploitation.

This legislation, billed as a sleek
upgrade to the 1983 Emigration
Act, is a Trojan horse of
deregulation dressed in the garb of
efficiency. It promises “facilitation”
but delivers fragility, prioritising
bureaucratic streamlining over the
blood-and-bone realities of
migrant workers. If passed
unamended, it will etch deeper
scars into India’s global workforce.

Key issues
At its core, the Bill eviscerates
enforceable rights that could
anchor labour migrants against
the tempests of abuse. The 2021
draft, for all its flaws, at least
envisioned migrants as agents of
their fate — empowering them to
haul exploiters into court with
their own hands. The 2025
version yanks that lifeline away,
consigning workers to the whims
of indifferent state machinery.
Worse still, the Bill abandons
the most vulnerable flanks of the
migrant army. Labour migration is
a gendered battlefield, with
women bearing the brunt of
trafficking and sexual violence.
The 2021 draft imposed heftier
penalties for crimes against

Rejimon
Kuttappan

is a labour migration
expert

The legislation,
billed as a sleek
upgrade to the
1983 Emigration
Act, is a Trojan
horse of
deregulation
dressed in

the garb of
efficiency

women and children; the new one
dilutes this to a vapid nod towards
“vulnerable classes,” a catch-all
that invites judicial foot-dragging.
The Bill’s silence on human
trafficking leaves a yawning
chasm. Labour migrants are not
statistics; they are sons and
daughters, dispatched to high-risk
corridors, where exploitation is
not an aberration but
architecture. By scrubbing these
safeguards, the Bill does not
facilitate mobility — it fertilises the
soil for modern-day slavery.
Exploitation’s machinery hums
on unchecked, too, as the Bill guts
anti-predation tools that once kept
recruitment agencies in line. Gone
is the 2021 mandate for
transparent fee disclosure, the
very dam against the flood of debt
bondage that drowns migrants
before they even board the flight.
Today, a worker from rural
Bihar might fork over lakhs to a

shadowy agent for a

“guaranteed” job in Ahwn
Riyadh, only to () --—
arrive facing a o
substituted contract i

at half the pay — if L

he arrives at all.

The Bill’s “accreditation”
system for agencies invites a
carnival of crooks. Emigration
Check Posts vanish in favour of
digital nods — convenient for
Delhi’s desks, catastrophic for the
worker signing away his life ina
back-alley deal.

Once abroad, the betrayal
deepens. The 2021 vision held
agencies responsible for reception,
dispute mediation, and document
renewals. Now, these duties
dissolve into “functions” for
government bodies, overburdened
and under-resourced.

The Integrated Information
System, touted as tech-savvy
salvation, morphs instead into a
surveillance spectre, hoovering
migrant data without consent.
Who benefits? Not the worker
phoning home in desperation, but
the state logging his every move —
while foreign bosses, spared
direct penalties, laugh from afar.
Mllicit online recruitment, the

Overseas Bill betrays migrant workers

SNadie fatas yarht 4firel & a1y fAyrTard sar g

digital Wild West where fake jobs
lure the desperate via WhatsApp
scams, goes unmentioned.

Reintegration, that fragile
bridge home, fares no better. The
Bill murmurs of “safe return” but
skimps on funds for vocational
training or trauma counselling,
cynically excluding deportees
within 182 days as
non-“returnees.”

This centralised colossus
compounds the cruelty, erecting a
Delhi-dominated edifice that
sidelines the federal mosaic where
migration pulses. States such as
Kerala, with its migrant-sending
savvy, or Uttar Pradesh, cradle of
the exodus, get no seat at the
Overseas Mobility Council’s table,
nor do trade unions or rights
groups.

State Nodal Committees,
grassroots sentinels in the 2021
draft, evaporate under centrally
anointed officers. Crises brew

locally — family pleas
in Lucknow, hospital
vigils in Thrissur —

Newr FOCUSON et solutions gestate

in air-conditioned

isolation. Penalties,

meanwhile, limp:
recruitment rackets fined, but
traffickers and overseas tyrants
are untouched.

Time to act

India’s labour migrants are not
expendable exports; they are the
sinew of a nation that preens on
their remittances while pocketing
their perils. The 2025 Bill will
turbocharge this inequity.
Parliament must intervene,
reinstate self-advocacy rights,
mandate fee transparency and
post-arrival safeguards, federalise
governance with civil society’s
roar, and arm penalties with
compensation claws. Define
trafficking, broaden “work” to
embrace gig frontiers, and fund
reintegration that rebuilds lives.
The hour demands not
facilitation, but fortification. For
these workers, whose hands build
empires abroad and homes
within, anything short is not
reform - it is rupture.

¢ |n the shadow of India’s economic ascent, millions of its citizens — predominantly from Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, and Kerala — embark on perilous jourmeys abroad, chasing the mirage of
dignity through sweat and sacrifice.
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e These are India’s labour migrants: construction workers scaling Gulf skyscrapers,
domestic helpers scrubbing floors in Arab mansions, factory hands assembling gadgets in
Southeast Asian sweatshops.

3§ YRD & YT UaTit: WISt 3=0 &t THGe TARG! R H1Y FR ard i 4fie, 3Rd ugal
H Rl W B dTel TRl Je e, 3IR faror-qd TiRram ) Wewiie | Suahu Sis et e
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o They remit billions, fuelling families back home and propping up a gross domestic product
that aspires to superpower status.
3 3Rl ) Y RIRY 91 &, B 32 & uRaRT &1 Urer gl § 3R I Webel U] IeUTG !
TERT AT § ST HgT=IfaR o1 &1 SMIhiel 9 5|

o Yet, as the Overseas Mobility (Facilitation and Welfare) Bill, 2025, wends its way through
the Indian Parliament, it stands not as a shield for these foot soldiers of globalisation, but as
a conveyor belt accelerating their slide into exploitation.

R o, e efawiier Mifaferdt (gfaur s weuron fady®, 2025 YR T¥E T SR 3
§¢ Y81 8, d I8 I & 3 Ued Ruifeat & forg gra 7Y, afer S RNWor &1 3R aoht 9
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e This legislation, billed as a sleek upgrade to the 1983 Emigration Act, is a Trojan horse of
deregulation dressed in the garb of efficiency.

Tg fadad, o 1983 & WA RIFAH & 3yfAids THR0 & U & Udd faar T 8, gardl
& SR H fesu1 frgu-3=ge &1 So- g9 o |

e |t promises “facilitation” but delivers fragility, prioritising bureaucratic streamlining over the
blood-and-bone realities of migrant workers.

g “FAUT” BT a1eT HRT 8, Al Tarh il & GA-ui | F& arafawarsi w°
TS TRENBROT ) UTUfRebal b SRR ST B |

o If passed unamended, it will etch deeper scars into India’s global workforce.
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Key issues

L LR A

e Atits core, the Bill eviscerates enforceable rights that could anchor labour migrants against
the tempests of abuse.

9 U 9, I8 309 37 yad-1a SfBRY 1 FHIG B dl § S 41 UaTRed] &1 0 &
qWHTH 9 YR I Fobd U

o The 2021 draft, for all its flaws, at least envisioned migrants as agents of their fate —
empowering them to haul exploiters into court with their own hands.
3= qft ISt & STaG, 2021 BT HRAGT HH I HH YRR I U= U & Hel & &4 §
AT YT — I3 NP DI ST T Gid A Y AT gl ATl

e The 2025 version yanks that lifeline away, consigning workers to the whims of indifferent
state machinery.

écg%?%ﬂw‘ Y SN DI B AT § 3R HHD! B IGRA I T 1 T R
: |
e Worse still, the Bill abandons the most vulnerable flanks of the migrant army.

90t U 98 § o f9dus varht smed & Jad Hadgaitd Ol &1 8IS odl 6|

e Labour migration is a gendered battlefield, with women bearing the brunt of trafficking and
sexual violence. ' !
o1 YR U AP &l ¢, oTaf Afedid avapst SR i & 1 vad oifties aigr oKt |
e The 2021 draft imposed heftier penalties for crimes against women and children; the new
one dilutes this to a vapid nod towards “vulnerable classes”, a catch-all that invites judicial
foot-dragging.
2021 & T O Afgarsit ok Tt & fAAw SRl & U HeR & &1 way™ or;, 741
Seral fiad g
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e The Bill's silence on human trafficking leaves a yawning chasm.
AT aehel R f399% ot guit te 1es) WTs 81 <l 71

e Labour migrants are not statistics; they are sons and daughters, dispatched to high-risk
corridors, where exploitation is not an aberration but architecture.

77 AR STepS el 8 4 Ae-AFAT 8, T S-S TRy F en Sl 2, et 2wy
3yare Tet sfe WA |

e By scrubbing these safeguards, the Bill does not facilitate mobility — it fertilises the soil for
modern-day slavery.
T YR&T I Dl geTa, fA8eh STARTHA DI G 81 sH1d1 — dfeh YIS grear & forw
A R AR 5 |

o Exploitation’s machinery hums on unchecked, too, as the Bill guts anti-predation tools that
once kept recruitment agencies in line.

YT Bt AR f§H71 Aeh-cleh Taielt Xgdl §, Hie T fadas I Yol Iural & I
X <l & Sl Ht Helf el ! FRifa vad 3

o Gone is the 2021 mandate for transparent fee disclosure, the very dam against the flood of
debt bondage that drowns migrants before they even board the flight.

I[P I RGN PRI & {17 2021 PT Sfard YU FaTe R 371 71 &, S I Pel-
TYSATYT 1 §1¢ & RIATH S1e T S YAyt ) ISH HRA ¥ Ugd g gl Sl g

e Today, a worker from rural Bihar might fork over lakhs to a shadowy agent for a
“guaranteed” job in Riyadh, only to arrive facing a substituted contract at half the pay —
if he arrives at all.

3Tl ATHOT fYER &1 Ue AoigR 1¥amg # “TRETS” Hidt & forg ot ey Tole &1 arat
Wéﬂ?ﬁﬂ% ﬁ%ﬁmmﬁmaﬁaﬁ@a@umwww% e 98
Ugd Tl

o The Bill's “accreditation” system for agencies invites a carnival of crooks.

ToIRR & fore fAdue &1 “HI=udT Yummelt” 371 & Ad &1 STHAU St g

o Emigration Check Posts vanish in favour of digital nods — convenient for Delhi’s desks,
catastrophic for the worker signing away his life in a back-alle%deal

YaTeA SiTd dfdpal fSfeied Hyval & Ul H JHI R ol 715 § — faeelt & Ul & fog
gfaureres, Afd Tell-ga & g H U1 SfiaH i IR T aTd HelgR & forg fammRiert |

Once abroad, the betrayal deepens

fdr UgTR & e, RrTaTd 9 e

e The 2021 vision held agencies responsible for reception, dispute mediation, and
document renewals.

2021 B} TS | TR ol WRT, faa1e Aeawdr, 3R gxarasl AdI-®Ru & forw
JTRET ST T 7|

o Now, these duties dissolve into “functions” for government bodies, overburdened and
under-resourced.

39, I G IRPRI Bl & oY “PrP S ga o1 §, 51l Ugd I 81 S siferd SR
FTeT @ e

e The Integrated Information System, touted as tech-savvy salvation, morphs instead into a
surveillance spectre, hoovering migrant data without consent.
THIPpd a1 Yuell, o a-tdt GHIUT™ & &0 § JaIRd faar T, eed AR &
Yd H ged od 3, 3R Warei ST & Fgafd & {51 The ad 8|

o  Who benefits?
fodt @ gl &2

o Not the worker phoning home in desperation, but the state logging his every move — while
foreign bosses, spared direct penalties, laugh from afar.
SR & TR B e a1 Hoig 1 T8, S Aod Y, S SHa! g AT g et 3 —
wiafe fara=ft fodia, W&ras'@aﬁgq wATEA L

o lllicit online recruitment, the digital Wild West where fake jobs lure the desperate via
WhatsApp scams, goes unmentioned.

Pagez 1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

QY s Hdlf, I8 fefied arges dve wigl Aol Aeival greagy et & aikd
TAT AT I Tl &, BT DIy S ol o

¢ Reintegration, that fragile bridge home, fares no better.
YAaT, ®R ciie &1 98 e Jai, Hi deeR fRufd & 76T 8

e The Billmumurs of “safe return” but skimps on funds for vocational training or trauma
counselling, cynically excluding deportees within 182 days as non-“returnees”.

faehaes «gRfgra araRit” &) 91a O HRa1 ], AT araaTies ufkieqor ar srard wRwRf & oy
¢ BRI 8, 3R 182 oAl & fiaR FRaffya it & FregRar @ «araft w4 arer ot goft @
IER IR T gl

e This centralised colossus compounds the cruelty, erecting a Delhi-dominated edifice that
sidelines the federal mosaic where migration pulses.
Ig HUIPd acd Xl B 3R T 7, Ueb faeell-yum= gian @1 =l & ol 39 "drg fafderar
@ BIRA R ST T § 98T YaR Bl 4gh Iad! g

e States such as Kerala, with its migrant-sending savvy, or Uttar Pradesh, cradle of the
exodus, get no seat at the Overseas Mobility Council’s table, nor do trade unions or
rights groups.
B, Sff TR o BT STH 3T 5, T1 S7R USRT, S 59 G ST SHY[H §, BT SaRsiret
MRS PR 1 A9 R FIg R 721 firadr, 78 2 gfae o siftrer gl o

o State Nodal Committees, grassroots sentinels in the 2021 draft, evaporate under centrally
anointed officers.

ISy Arsd Aftfedr, S 2021 F 7R T il uet off, Fx gRT e sty & srefie
T gl Il 5 |

o Crises brew locally — family pleas in Lucknow, hospital vigils in Thrissur — yet solutions
gestate in air-conditioned isolation.

e WM TR IR IHRA § — a@1S 3 Tikae TeR, AR o sRuaral #t uglert —
AT FHTYT TOR-H SIS Thid S Udhd g |

¢ Penalties, meanwhile, limp: recruitment rackets fined, but traffickers and overseas
tyrants are untouched.

3 &1 48 TS T8 OTd §: Helf ¥pel TR AT af T e 8, AT avp] 3R fadeft sramemst
3PAT/A B

Time to act
3[q PILATs BT GHY

www.patrioticias.in

¢ India’s labour migrants are not expendable exports; they are the sinew of a nation that
preens on their remittances while pocketing their perils.
YRd & o Fardl i< ey frafd 781 €; 9 39 Ay &1 79 § ol 31 IHEW W 7T Bl ©
3R P AT B ARG HAT 5|

o The 2025 Bill will turbocharge this inequity.
2025 P fISTP 3 3RHHT BI dolt | TSI |

e Parliament must intervene, reinstate self-advocacy rights, mandate fee transparency and
post-arrival safeguards, federalise governance with civil society’s roar, and arm
penalties with compensation claws.
TG DI TH&Y AT Aoy, W-ULHURAT & MTUBR T5Td B AT, Y[eP URGHRAT 3R
SMTHH-UYTT YRET IUN A B AN, AN THIS DI 1A & 1Y T T D
geg HA1 A1RT, 3R &8 B! YATIA & WU o o HAT A1 |

e Define trafficking, broaden “work” to embrace gig frontiers, and fund reintegration that
rebuilds lives.

TEBS BT Y IRUTET T R, “HRT” Bt IR $I T srfarawr 0 fawamfvd &%, ok sfia
@1 i ¥ S ara gaai faaquisd &1

e The hour demands not facilitation, but fortification.
Tg T GiaYT 8T, Sfees |RE&0T B! AT Rl |

o For these workers, whose hands build empires abroad and homes within, anything short is
not reform — it is rupture.
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Overseas Mobility (Facilitation and Welfare)
Bill, 2025

The Overseas Mobility (Facilitation and Welfare) Bill, 2025 is a new proposed law by the
Government of India to protect, support, regulate and help Indians who go abroad for work,
study, training, or migration.

It aims to:

e Make migration safer and easier

o Stop fraud in foreign job recruitment

e Provide welfare & support to Indians abroad

e Modernize old laws and bring everything under one single framework

It replaces the outdated Emigration Act, 1983.

Why Was This Bill Needed?

Millions of Indians go abroad every year for:

e Jobs

e Education
e Training

e Internships

But many face:

o Fraud by illegal agents

e Contract violations

e Non-payment of wages

o Passport confiscation

e Poor living conditions

e Lack of help during emergencies
e Abuse by employers

The old law (1983) covered only unskilled workers, not students, professionals, or interns.

Hence, the government created a modern, protective, welfare-based law.

Features of the Bill
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Covers ALL categories of migrants

Previously only “emigration clearance workers” (like domestic workers, labourers) were protected.
Now the bill covers:

Students

Nurses

Engineers

Seafarers

IT professionals

Domestic workers

Construction workers

Interns & trainees

Anyone going abroad for ANY work or long-term stay

Complete digital system for migration
The bill creates a full digital platform where migrants can:

Register online

See verified foreign job offers
Track recruitment status
Check employer background
Report complaints

Get updates from embassies

This reduces middlemen and fraud.

Strict control on recruitment agents
All foreign job recruiters must:

o Register with the government

e Follow strict norms

e Give written contracts

e Be transparent about wages & work
Fraudulent agents face:

e Heavy fines

e Jail

o Blacklisting

This protects workers from scams.

Better welfare system through embassies
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Indian Embassies will have a stronger legal role:

Support during emergencies

Help during crises (war, disasters)
Provide legal assistance

Resolve contract disputes

Protect women workers

Run shelter homes if needed

Crisis management mechanisms
For situations like:

e Civil war

e COVID-like pandemics

e Natural disasters

e Mass evacuation (example: Operation Ganga from Ukraine)

The Bill gives government power to bring Indians back safely.

Migrant Welfare Fund

A special Overseas Indian Welfare Fund will support:

Emergency loans

Shelter

Legal support

Repatriation

Skill training

e Rehabilitation for returnees

Protection from exploitation abroad

The Bill ensures:

No passport confiscation

No underpayment

No forced labour

Safe working conditions

e Grievance redressal through embassies
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Uttarakhand Governor returns UCC, religious conversion Bills

ITIES & IsauTe 7 T iR enfifer ermfavor fadas dere

Uttarakhand Governor returns

UCC, religious conversion Bills
GS II: Polity .|

Ishita Mishra Although the State go-
NEW DELHI vernment has claimed that

the Governor’s office re-
In a setback to the Pushkar turned the Bills due to mi-

Singh Dhami-led Uttarak-
hand government, Gover-
nor Lt. Gen. Gurmit Singh
(retd.) has returned the
amendment Bills related to
the Uniform Civil Code
(UCC) and the State’s Free-
dom of Religion and Prohi-
bition of Unlawful Conver-
sion Act, citing technical
flaws.

Sources in the govern-
ment confirmed that the
Governor’s office has re-
turned the Bills.

“Apart from some gram-
matical and technical er-
rors, the Governor has also
raised issues with the pun-
ishment term for a couple
of offences in the new le-
gislations,” an official in-
volved in the drafting of
the Bills told The Hindu.

& S

Lt. Gen. Gurmit Singh

He added that since the
Bills have now come back
from the Governor’s office,
they will have to be re-
drafted, removing the mis-
takes pointed out and ad-
dressing other technical
glitches. “The government
then will be left with two
options, either pass the
amendments by bringing
an ordinance or get them
passed again in the State
Assembly and send them
again for the Governor’s
consideration,” the official
added.

nor faults, the Congress
termed the move a tactic
to keep the issues alive in
public memory ahead of
the Assembly elections
due in 2027.

“If they were just minor
flaws, the Governor’s of-
fice could have unofficially
sent them back for correc-
tions. ...it is just a tactic of
the government to recall
the Bills and once again
pass them in the Assembly
sometime around the elec-
tions which are due in ear-
ly 2027 because the BJP
has already used all its di-
visive tactics to win elec-
tions and now they are left
with nothing new,” Utta-
rakhand Congress vice-
president Suryakant Dhas-
mana said.

Uttarakhand Governor returns UCC, religious conversion Bills

IWIES & Isgurd 7 TR iR enfifer emfavor fadas dere

¢ In a setback to the Pushkar Singh Dhami-led Uttarakhand government, Governor Lt.
Gen. Gurmit Singh (retd.) has retumed the amendment Bills related to the Uniform Civil
Code (UCC) and the State’s Freedom of Religion and Prohibition of Unlawful
Conversion Act, citing technical flaws

g Rig 4l & Aq ardll SIRTES WRBR I JCHI od gy, AequId dfteie s=Rd
Rt Rig @arfge) 3 gue arive dfgar (@i ok 0 & of 3t e ok edy
eafaRor Aty siftferam & Jefia e fadaew! &) ae-iiet @it 1 garar <d gy dlel
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e Sources in the government confirmed that the Governor’s office has returned the Bills
WHR G A Y @1 ITrsauTer Srafed 1 fadas) o derfear

o “Apart from some grammatical and technical errors, the Governor has also raised issues
with the punishment term for a couple of offences in the new legislations,” an official
involved in the drafting of the Bills told The Hindu
‘D UTHRIVD 3R a1l Ffeal & 3T, IUTd A U S # & RTeN & oy
fuiRd <5 srafy w ot wara I3 €, et & mHe ¥ 98 Us HfeR! A g fig I Far

¢ He added that since the Bills have now come back from the Governor’s office, they will have
to be redrafted, removing the mistakes pointed out and addressing other technical glitches
36 3 el b A fItges o IsuuTe Hrafad | a0g 31170 €, 3T I T: HHal

e “The government then will be left with two options, either pass the amendments by bringing
an ordinance or get them passed again in the State Assembly and send them again for the
Governor’s consideration,” the official added

TP I WBR & U & [qdhed S, I7 dl ST ATH UM B UIRT B AT 35 1R I
IS FAUrUT ¥ UG HRIBR ISAUTd Dt WIpTd o [T GIaRT Uot,” SABRT = SiaT

e Although the State government has claimed that the Governor’s office retumed the Bills
due to minor faults, the Congress termed the move a tactic to keep the issues alive in
public memory ahead of the Assembly elections due in 2027

BTdifeh I ARPR 7 a1aT [ § 3 Iruura srafad 3 Angel @ity & SRu [adaw
WeTe, Afe BT A 38 2027 & 811 aral faem==uT gAat © Usd T &1 o= Wfd & sifad
TG DI U S

o “If they were just minor flaws, the Governor’s office could have unofficially sent them back
for corrections. ...it is just a tactic of the government to recall the Bills and once again pass
them in the Assembly sometime around the elections which are due in early 2027 because
the BJP has already used all its divisive tactics to win elections and now they are left with
nothing new,” Uttarakhand Congress vice-president Suryakant Dhasmana said

Tf; 3 ad wreeR @it o, 9 ISHu BT I ST U @ R P o g
ISl Gl UT| .. T8 WHR B dhad T WM § o [Adaew! o aaw 3% R & 2027
aﬂwmﬁ@ﬁaﬁﬁ%wﬁmmﬁmﬂaﬁmm YTSTUT 19 SiidH &
fow st Wit et oot ued & swa aR g1 § SR mmwmwﬁ
1], IS HIO & Jureael GIwia eRw=m A FHal
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Kerala eyes freight electrification with
e-truck corridor under PM E-DRIVE

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala hopes to develop a
model electric truck (e-
truck) corridor along Na-
tional Highway (NH) 66 as
part of the State’s efforts to
promote freight electrifica-
tion under the Centre’s PM
Electric Drive Revolution
in Innovative Vehicle En-
hancement (PM E-DRIVE)
scheme.

The Kerala State Elec-
tricity Board (KSEB), in col-
laboration with the Inter-
national Council on Clean
Transportation (ICTT), or-
ganised a workshop here
on Wednesday, ‘Driving E-
Truck Ecosystem with PM
E-DRIVE Scheme, for posi-
tioning the State as a fron-
trunner in this emerging
area.

Kerala has a little over

Kerala is in the process of laying the groundwork to set up charging
infrastructure for e-trucks along freight corridors. FILE PHOTO

three lakh electric vehi-
cles, mostly passenger veh-
icles, on its roads at pre-
sent. The State is now in
the process of laying the
groundwork for establish-
ing high-capacity charging
infrastructure and related
facilities for e-trucks along

freight corridors. Electrici-
ty Minister K. Krishnankut-
ty, addressing the work-
shop, said electrification of
trucks and other freight
carriers is imperative for
controlling carbon emis-
sions and reducing air
pollution.

Puneet Kumar, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary
(Power), described freight
and logistics as the “next
critical frontier” if the State
is serious about decarboni-
sation and long-term sus-
tainability. The ICTT is
closely collaborating with
the KSEB and its EV Accel-
erator Cell to support evi-
dence-based planning in
this area, he said.

“This includes corridor-
driven charging require-
ments, grid integration
strategies, and early pilot
designs. This collaboration
ensures that Kerala’s ap-
proach is data-driven, in-
ternationally bench-
marked, and aligned with
global best practices while
remaining firmly grounded
in local operational reali-
ties,” Mr. Puneet Kumar
said.

Kerala eyes freight electrification with e-truck corridor under PM E-DRIVE

Hiuy §-3739 & d8d $-¢P BINSR & 1Y I3d &1 g1 URae faggdiavo w
TR

o Kerala hopes to develop a model electric truck (e-truck) corridor along National Highway

(NH) 66 as part of the State’s efforts to promote freight electrification under the Centre’s PM

Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative Vehicle Enhancement (PM E-DRIVE) scheme

Waﬁwﬂa%ﬁ?aﬁwmﬁmmsea&wwnﬁaﬁ%

faep T ¥, St & o1 fied gafee grgd YateqeH 34 gHidied
DRIVE) T & dd Ard URae faggdieur &l serar 31 & o0 & T & fow g

o The Kerala State Electricity Board (KSEB), in collaboration with the International Council
on Clean Transportation (ICTT), organised a workshop here on Wednesday, ‘Driving E-
Truck Ecosystem with PM E-DRIVE Scheme,’ for positioning the State as a frontrunner in

this emerglng area

P (§5P) PINSR
Fopd TggHe (PM E-

wﬁwaﬁé(KSEB)ﬁwﬁmﬂamﬁmmwﬁqm(mn%mﬂ

A gUIR &1 gl dieH 3-grgd

ST & 1Y §-P FHITARCH B 3

FSAT o W UH

ao‘ra‘mmar&rrqﬁmﬁa‘m m%wauﬁéﬁﬁwaﬁ%%wﬁwﬁa%mw%

o Kerala has a little over three lakh electric vehicles, mostly passenger vehicles, on its

roads at present

AAM § B B Fob! W §F arE A it gafdes arg 8, i sifieiw ardt arg=1 §

The State is now in the process of laying the groundwork for establishing high-capacity

charging infrastructure and related facilities for e-trucks along freight corridors
IS 319 HId UGS PINSRI & TR F-eabl & 1T Ia-&rwaT Aol Sra<ivaar iR Iefid
I R B BT YRR @ BT Ufbar & 8
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o Electricity Minister K. Krishnankutty, addressing the workshop, said electrification of trucks
and other freight carriers is imperative for controlling carbon emissions and reducing air
pollution

oI T HR U fagga Tl &. FOUHEPS! A T/l & THh! 3R 37 UTe I8! A
faggfemRur T ITel B! IR IR 3R AR UGWUT Hl HH I & o sifard §

¢ Puneet Kumar, Additional Chief Secretary (Power), described freight and logistics as the
“next critical frontier” if the State is serious about decarbonisation and long-term
sustainability
AR T ARG (er)g'—ﬂ'cr PHR 3 AT 3R AR o) “3ATe Wgeayu! Al saraT,
e T rprai-geiRe iR Sdfarfers fRRe 3 dak ik §

e The ICTT is closely collaborating with the KSEB and its EV Accelerator Cell to support
evidence-based planning in this area, he said
361 Fel f ICTT, KSEB 3R 39! St vadelver I & Iy e 39 &3 & H1ey-
TR T BT T TR & g e Ggai s= 1 8

e “This includes corridor-driven charging requirements, grid integration strategies, and
early pilot designs

IS R-SMUTR T T STazgedry, Rrs Tatevur Ivrifaai, Sk URfYS e
fewirga e 8

e This collaboration ensures that Kerala’s approach is data-driven, internationally
benchmarked, and aligned with global best practices while remaining firmly grounded in
local operational realities,” Mr. Puneet Kumar said

I8 HedIT YT BT § b IRl BT DDV SeT-HTUTRG, AT TSI & 3IFY, 3R
Ay Tataw gursil & Try WY 8, Safe vt Saras arafaearsit 3 g 9 I

B, Gild $HR A Bl

PM E-DRIVE Scheme

PM E-DRIVE = Prime Minister Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative Vehicle
Enhancement

It is a new Government of India scheme aimed at promoting:

v Electric vehicles (EVs)

v Electric mobility infrastructure

v Battery manufacturing

v Innovation and Make in India technologies
v Cleaner and greener transportation

Why Was PM E-DRIVE Launched?

India faces major challenges like:

e High oil import bill

e Urban pollution

o Traffic emissions

e Need for green mobility
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e Global competition in EV technology
PM E-DRIVE tries to solve these by:

~ Making EVs cheaper

- Expanding battery + charging infrastructure

-~ Supporting Indian companies to lead EV manufacturing
- Boosting clean energy and jobs

Key Components of the PM E-DRIVE
Scheme

£} Cheaper Electric Vehicles (Subsidies + Tax Benefits)

The government will provide incentives to:
e EV manufacturers
e Buyers of EVs
o Battery makers

This reduces EV prices similar to earlier FAME subsidies.

Charging Infrastructure Everywhere
PM E-DRIVE aims to set up:

e High-speed charging stations

e Slow/medium chargers

e Highway charging corridors

o Charging points in housing societies, malls & offices

This removes the “range anxiety” of EV users.

Boost to Indian EV Manufacturing
To make India a global EV hub:

Support for Indian companies

Grants for R&D

EV component manufacturing clusters
Encouraging startups in EV technology

Battery Innovation & Local Production
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Batteries are the most expensive part of EVs.

The scheme focuses on:

Lithium-ion battery manufacturing
Alternative batteries (sodium-ion, solid-state)
Battery swapping networks

Recycling of old batteries

This lowers EV cost and reduces import dependence.
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Change for the worse
The move to alter MGNREGS beyond
recognition must be dropped

he Viksit Bharat - Guarantee for Rozgar

and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin), or VB-G

RAM G Bill, tabled in the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday to replace the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA),
deserves to be rejected for more than one reason.
What is sought to be changed is not only the no-
menclature but also the fundamental character
of the existing Scheme (MGNREGS). This marks
yet another attempt by the BJP-led government at
the Centre to reduce the size of the development
space to States. The only plausible reason for the
name change is the fact that the BJP’s ideological
master, the RSS, had strong differences with
Gandhi. The use of Gandhi’s name in the 20-year-
old scheme signifies the link to his Gram Swaraj
concept that gives importance to democratic de-
centralisation. But the new Bill, by making the
Union government virtually the sole decision
maker in the proposed law, will not make any
positive contribution in this direction. Suppor-
ters of the government point out that the increase
in the days of work to 125 in a year is a major be-
nefit for people in rural India. But, the data, on
employment given to households under the
MGNREGS, reveal that it was only during 2020-21,
the COVID-19 pandemic year, that 9.5% (nearly
7.2 million) of households actually worked for
100 days. Over the last two years, only around 7%
of families could get the full quota.

By calling the VB-G RAM G “a centrally spon-
sored scheme”, the Union government has done
away with the special status that the MGNREGS
had enjoyed, wherein it had been absorbing the
entire cost of wages payment for unskilled ma-
nual labour. In the proposed scheme, the fund-
sharing pattern between the Centre and States
generally would be 60:40. A benefit of the exist-
ing scheme was that rural wages have gone up
sharply. The finances of States are not in a robust
condition and there are apprehensions about the
likely impact of the restructuring of the GST. Be-
sides, when direct cash transfer schemes are in-
creasingly being viewed as a political game chan-
ger, it is an open secret that not many States will
be keen on participating in the fresh scheme.
More importantly, the soul of the current law — a
bottom up demand-based scheme — has been ta-
ken away. What has been proposed is a supply-
driven framework wherein allocations will be
capped, as decided by the Union government. Al-
so, States will have to bear any excess expendi-
ture, which is a new feature. Tamil Nadu and Ker-
ala have opposed the Bill citing an undermining
of States’ interests. A feature of the Bill, which is
meant to ensure that work does not clash with
farm work during sowing/harvesting, may be in-
cluded explicitly in the MGNREGS, after consulta-
tions with States. Howsoever passionately Minis-
ter for Rural Development Shivraj Singh Chouhan
may say that the new law is in line with Gandhi’s
sentiments, good governance, which is the goal
of the idea of Ram Rajya, does not become a real-
ity without diffused grassroots democracy — a
condition neither sought to be promoted nor
nourished by the proposed legislation.

Change for the worse

dqd¥ dadid

. The move to alter MGNREGS beyond recognition
must be dropped
MGNREGS &! UgdTH | WX S0 &1 I HeH A BIgT

EIEIG Y

The Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin

q%ﬂiﬁam-éwmaﬁwnaﬂﬁmmﬁm)aﬁ

e The Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin), or VB-G RAM G Bill, tabled in the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday to replace the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), deserves to
be rejected for more than one reason.

A RId URd — AR 3R ATeiifent firem @mon) @t Re, o
VB-G RAM G faeg®, S8 #iTeaR ! dipayr d wgrer it
TP AT AR TRE ST (MGNREGA) & RIM R
O] foam T, U § 31 SRU ¥ WIS oy o A g

¢ What is sought to be changed is not only the nomenclature
but also the fundamental character of the existing Scheme
(MGNREGS).

SR ST ST TRATfad § 98 Sl ATHeHRur € T, afess Tefan
LI (MGNREGS) &l HAYd W4 aft %I

e This marks yet another attempt by the BJP-led government
at the Centre to reduce the size of the development space to
States.

Ig Hg W HISTUT-Ad aTelt TP gRT A4l & o8 [awr &
ERR $! W HRA HT TH IR T 5

e The only plausible reason for the name change is the fact
that the BJP’s ideological master, the RSS, had strong
differences with Gandhi.

1Y UREd BT THHE GHIId HRU I8 a4 § [ YT &
R HRfeeie RSS & ML & Ty Tex Have k) &

e The use of Gandhi’'s name in the 20-year-old scheme
signifies the link to his Gram Swaraj concept that gives
importance to democratic decentralisation.

20 g9 QRT-t A1 B et & A9 BT TR 30 ITH 6T D
%@ﬁwﬁm%ﬁﬁww&%
|

e But the new Bill, by making the Union government virtually
the sole decision maker in the proposed law, will not make any
positive contribution in this direction.

Afs a1 fadaes, TRaTfad B H $& IRBR DI RIHT THHA
fofamdl s eR, 39 = # 3 TSRS ARG el |

e Supporters of the government point out that the increase in
the days of work to 125 in a year is a major benefit for people
in rural India.

WHR b JdF Tg SMa P g P te W A v & fei bt

125 TP TG ATHT HRA & Tl & o U ST ATH 8
e But, the data, on employment given to households under the MGNREGS, reveal that it was
only during 2020-21, the COVID-19 pandemic year, that 9.5% (nearly 7.2 million) of
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households actually worked for 100 days.

WAfT MGNREGS & dgd URaR] &1 f3T 7T ISR & 3ifehs IdId & [ Had 2020-21, Tt
COVID-19 HETHRY 9, H € 9.5% (TRTHT 72 &™) URAR! = arad | 100 a1 & faan|
Over the last two years, only around 7% of families could get the full quota.

s <1 avl & FHad TIHT 7% TRART & g1 [T HicT fBe T

By calling the VB-G RAM G “a centrally sponsored scheme”, the Union government has
done away with the special status that the MGNREGS had enjoyed, wherein it had been
absorbing the entire cost of wages payment for unskilled manual labour.

VB-G RAM G &! “&g WTIRIG FISHT $5aR, g WBR - MGNREGS &I U 34 faviy gof
P AT PR 31 8, R 6t Sprer o 1 QI AAGR) NG b agT Bl Tl

In the proposed scheme, the fund-sharing pattern between the Centre and States generally
would be 60:40.

TR o § 3 3R Il & o1 e ATFIGRT BT SUTd JH=Id: 60:40 BT |

A benefit of the existing scheme was that rural wages have gone up sharply.
ﬁwmmwwwww%mmﬁwq@%

The finances of States are not in a robust condition and there are apprehensions about the
likely impact of the restructuring of the GST.

1Tt Bt faxita R Torgd 81 8 3R GST & THIa & THIfAd THTG Pl A SHTRIBTS 6 |
Besides, when direct cash transfer schemes are increasingly being viewed as a political
game changer, it is an open secret that not many States will be keen on participating in the
fresh scheme.

3P AT, O Ued Y TP XTI TSI} B! 9gd AR TR IS T IR JHT S 8T
2, ! I8 U Gar 6 ¢ b 9gd A Iy 7S Qe § YT o b 33 e gl

More importantly, the soul of the current law — a bottom up demand-based scheme — has
been taken away.

T AU S1d I8 § o HISel T &1 ST — U -1 A SHWR, ART-emia arer —
$I B e T g

What has been proposed is a supply-driven framework wherein allocations will be capped,
as decided by the Union government.

S yRafad fasan T § 98 U Smyfd-smenfye gran €, forw sirde W 81, S fs s
WHR T B4

Also, States will have to bear any excess expenditure, which is a new feature.

g% ST, forddt off arfafad ora &1 YR I=a1 &1 I3 BRT, S T S [ARivdT gl

Tamil Nadu and Kerala have opposed the Bill citing an undermining of States’ interests.

AFEATg SR HYe A Tl & Tl B HHAGR B DT galdl od gu [Addd BT [ fhar g

A feature of the Bill, which is meant to ensure that work does not clash with farm work
during sowing/harvesting, may be included explicitly in the MGNREGS, after consultations
with States.

A9 Bt Uw =T, T Ie=T qaTs/®els & ok H1H &) HiY B/ J THIH I AHT
®, ol Y IRTHRf & S MGNREGS H WY =7 I WA &1 o Jobal g |

Howsoever passionately Minister for Rural Development Shivraj Singh Chouhan may say
that the new law is in line with Gandhi’s sentiments, good governance, which is the goal of
the idea of Ram Rajya, does not become a reality without diffused grassroots democracy.

Tt e H RravTe Rig e @ faa Siw @ a8 &8 & 71 B el Bt e
& SEY g, Afh-1 W ST B YR HT A&T GRTH fo1 faobfsa S+t dtewds &
WIBR el 81 Hebdl|

A condition neither sought to be promoted nor nourished by the proposed legislation.

T fRufa o uRanfad fadaes 7 o Sgrar 3ar § iR 7 &) Iiftd Rt g
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India, Ethiopia ‘natural partners’ in regional peace, connectivity: Modi
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India, Ethiopia ‘natural partners’ in
regional peace, connectivity: Modi

Press Trust of India
ADDIS ABABA

India and Ethiopia are
“natural partners” in re-
gional peace, security and
connectivity, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi told the
Ethiopian Parliament on
Wednesday , asserting that
the two countries work for
a world that is “more just,
more equal, and more
peaceful”.

Mr. Modi, who arrived
here on Tuesday on his
maiden bilateral visit, said
it was wonderful to be in
Ethiopia.

“Our commitment to
mutual security became
stronger with the signing of
the Defence Cooperation
Agreement earlier this
year. This agreement fo-
cuses on closer military
cooperation. It includes
collaboration in cyberse-
curity, defence industries,
joint research, and capaci-

Building bonds: Prime Minister Narendra Modi greeting Ethiopia’s parliamentarians after addressing
the joint session of Parliament in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. AFP

ty building,” he said.

Mr. Modi said the Global
South is writing its own
destiny, and India and Eth-
iopia share a vision for it.
He The Prime Minister said
he was honoured to re-
ceive the Grand Honour,

Nishan of Ethiopia. “I ac-
cept this award with folded
hands, with humility, on
behalf of the people of In-
dia,” he added.

Mr. Modi is the first glo-
bal head of state to receive
Ethiopia's highest award.

Mr. Modi said the Indian
companies have invested
more than $5 billion in di-
verse sectors like textiles,
manufacturing, agricul-
ture, health, etc and creat-
ed more than 75,000 local
jobs.
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India, Ethiopia ‘natural partners’ in regional peace, connectivity: Modi

WRd, sfyaifuar &g wifa o Tud & <qryifae JEier’: Akt

India and Ethiopia are “natural partners” in regional peace, security and connectivity,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi told the Ethiopian Parliament on Wednesday, asserting
that the two countries work for a world that is “more just, more equal, and more peaceful”
T g A A gUaR & 3REarg due § we {6 yRd SR gt gt wmfa,
TR 3R HUh H @HIfAS Agier’ 8, iR 1 o= T U 3y & Ry & v § ot “3iR
3iftre =arrgul, siftres waT= 3R it zifaqul 8
Mr. Modi, who arrived here on Tuesday on his maiden bilateral visit, said it was wonderful
tobein Ethlopla

WTAaR &I 30t ugent fgueh am w gt uga ot 11t 3 a1 i shrftmr A8 sigya @
“Our commitment to mutual security became stronger with the signing of the Defence
Cooperation Agreement earlier this year

“TREND FGR&T & Uld TART UfiaGdl 39 a9 & Y31 & I&T TgaNT Jud | §wER &
1Y 3R T g8
This agreement focuses on closer military cooperation

I8 g 3ifie Febe V=T e W Higd 8
It includes collaboration in cybersecurity, defence industries, joint research, and capacity
building,” he said

I5 Bl o THH ATSER REHT, & I, VYT SFHYUT 3R rar fAmfor & ggan
RIIERE
Mr. Modi said the Global South is writing its own destiny, and India and Ethiopia share a
vision for it

&t T} 3 e fob Teltae Ay 30T Hiaw W forg W18, 3R URd SR siyafiaT 33 fou
TS 9ren &P d §

The Prime Minister said he was honoured to receive the Grand Honour, Nishan of Ethiopia
TyTEE A Fgl fb 3% s SR, Frmme sifw i urd o &1 v e @

“I accept this award with folded hands, with humility, on behalf of the people of India,” he
added

IBH SeT, “H U8 REBR THdl & I, 1Y SIS, YR & &l Bt 3R I WHR Bl g7
Mr. Modi is the first global head of state to receive Ethiopia's highest award
%ﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁm%ﬂﬁawaﬁmmaﬁm%ww&r

Mr. Modi said the Indian companies have invested more than $5 billion in diverse sectors
like textiles, manufacturing, agriculture, health, etc and created more than 75,000 local
jobs

o A} 3 FeT fr URe Sl 7 g, fafamfor, $, Wy onfe o fafdy &1 7 $5
faferam & siftres &1 fAaw fasan B S1R 75,000 & 3if¥e wITg AwRai giod o1 ¢
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of

government schools

with zero students

5,149

Of the 10.13 lakh

government
schools across

India, 5,149 have no students at all. And
more than 70% of these schools reporting
zero enrolment in the 2024-25 academic
year are in Telangana and West Bengal,
according to government data. em

Number of government schools with zero

students

Y[ B aT0 IRPRYT IF el DT ST

o Of the 10.13 lakh government schools across
India, 5,149 have no students at all

YRA 1R A HINE 10.13 TG WRBR! Tpal § J 5,149

Auep W om T8 8

¢ And more than 70% of these schools reporting zero
enrolment in the 2024-25 academic year are in
Telangana and West Bengal, according to

government data

TWERY SHiPsl & IR, 2024-25 Reifore af o
R AT Gof BRI Tl 4 Wl 3 9 70% & fI®
AT 3R uf3w &vrer 7§

Why have Thailand-Cambodia

border clashes flared up again?

Why is the border between the two countries contested? How did the US. broker a ceasefire?

R. Preetha

The story so far:

n December 8, Thailand

launched airstrikes into
0 Cambodia after clashes

erupted along their disputed

border, with both sides accusing each
other of breaching the U.S.-brokered
ceasefire in October. On December 12,
after calls with both leaders, President
Trump stated that Thailand and
Cambodia had agreed to “cease all
shooting”. However, Thailand has vowed
to continue military actions until threats
are neutralised.

‘What happened early this year?

In May 2025, tensions between the two
countries escalated when a Cambodian
soldier was killed in a skirmish, leading to
troop buildup and diplomatic strains. July
witnessed five days of intense fighting
involving artillery, rockets, and Thai

airstrikes that killed at least 48 people and
displaced over 3,00,000. A ceasefire was
brokered through U.S. pressure and
Malaysian mediation, ending the tensions.
The truce was formalised in October with
an agreement signed in Kuala Lumpur.
However, in November, Thailand
suspended its implementation after a
landmine injured a soldier. It accused
Cambodia of planting new mines.

On December 7 and 8, clashes
renewed, escalating to Thai airstrikes
targeting Cambodian military sites,
including alleged rocket positions. As of
now, casualties include over 15 Thai
soldiers and dozens on the Cambodian
side, along with mass civilian evacuations.

What is the border dispute about?
The core issue is sovereignty over
un-demarcated sections of the 817-km
border, inherited from colonial-era
treaties concluded in 1904 and 1907
between France (which ruled Cambodia)

and Siam (present-day Thailand)
respectively. These agreements planned
for the boundary to follow the Dangrek
Mountains watershed, but the
French-drawn maps placed key ancient
Khmer temples, particularly Preah
Vihear, on the Cambodian side.

The 11th century Hindu temple Preah
Vihear has been central to the dispute,
with both countries claiming historical
ownership. In 1962, the International
Court of Justice (IC]) ruled that Preah
Vihear belonged to Cambodia, although
the surrounding promontory remained
contested. Later, in 2013, the IC]
clarification affirmed Cambodian
sovereignty over most of the area.

Nationalist sentiments in both
countries complicate the bilateral issue,
with temples reflecting historical Khmer
glory for Cambodia and territorial
integrity for Thailand. Between
2008-2011, deadly clashes occurred after
Cambodia tried to list Preah Vihear as a

UNESCO World Heritage site.

How have mediation efforts fared?
Since the major clashes in 2008-11, several
mediation efforts involving the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), the ICJ, and external actors,
aimed at resolving the dispute, have
failed. In 2011, ASEAN, under Indonesia’s
chairmanship, played a key role. It
proposed deploying Indonesian observers
to monitor a ceasefire and support troop
withdrawals from a demilitarised zone
ordered by the IC] that year. But Thailand
resisted any third-party involvement.

In 2025, renewed fighting in July led to
fresh mediation efforts. President Trump
held calls with leaders in Bangkok and
Phnom Penh; his threats of 36% tariffs on
exports to the U.S., their biggest market,
led to an unconditional ceasefire.

What is the way forward?
At the border level, de-escalation should
build on measures attempted under the
October agreement, including verifiable
troop withdrawals, joint de-mining, and
direct military communication. At the
bilateral level, sustained engagement
through joint commissions is necessary
for border demarcation; Thailand’s
preference for bilateral talks must be
reconciled with Cambodia’s openness to
third-party involvement.

R. Preetha is pursuing a postgraduate
degree at Stella Maris College, Chennai.

Why have Thailand-Cambodia border clashes flared up again?

YT de—pafsar AT )R wsd fby | i ys® I31 82

THE GIST

-

On December 8, Thailand
launched airstrikes into
Cambodia after clashes
erupted along their disputed
border, with both sides
accusing each other of
breaching the U.S.-brokered
ceasefire in October.

-

The 11th century Hindu temple
Preah Vihear has been central
to the dispute, with both
countries claiming historical
ownership.

-

At the border level,
de-escalation should build on
measures attempted under the
October agreement, including
verifiable troop withdrawals,
joint de-mining, and direct
military communication.

e On December 8, Thailand launched airstrikes into Cambodia after clashes erupted along
their disputed border, with both sides accusing each other of breaching the U.S.-brokered
ceasefire in October

8 faiaR &), urSde 3 Hafear ¥ gars g9 by, ofa 37 faarfad oiam &7 ¥ 9rst g3, ok
a1 gelf 7 Sragar A SMReT gIRT T T HodfaR & I BT UHh-gak IR AR AT

e On December 12, after calls with both leaders, President Trump stated that Thailand and
Cambodia had agreed to “cease all shooting”

12 feeR 31, 1 Aarslt 9 Sradid & dIG, APUTT U A gl & Yras SR Haifsar = «wft
Trefars Ao I Jga o
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However, Thailand has vowed to continue military actions until threats are neutralised

TP, YTSAS 7 Td T AT PILATE ORI TG Bl ST TR ¢ e db Ga¥ THIE g1 81 ol

What happened early this year?

ERCLY

DI Y[F3ATT T FIT g3AT?

In May 2025, tensions between the two countries escalated when a Cambodian soldier was
killed in a skirmish, leading to troop buildup and diplomatic strains

TS 2025 H, Ud 15U U Halfearsg P Hd & 91 S S & T a1 §¢ T, R
T B AT SR pefifae aH1g a7 §U

July witnessed five days of intense fighting involving artillery, rockets, and Thai
airstrikes that killed at least 48 people and displaced over 3,00,000

qars ® uig fe 9@ g de1E g3, oy divam, ke 3R TS ga1s gaa i 3, o
U T B 48 AT AR T 3R 3,00,000 | 3ifre a1 fa=fia gu

A ceasefire was brokered through U.S. pressure and Malaysian mediation, ending the
tensions

q1a T A & fore Srfvat gara iR AafaTs nereidar 3 U6 SudfarTd o /™
The truce was formalised in October with an agreement signed in Kuala Lumpur

TR & PITATAYR T GEAT& N THII & 1 FIHIRTH $HT fiyaiies =y fear m
However, in November, Thailand suspended its implementation after a landmine injured a
soldier

BAl®, aaR § YT§ s 3 U dIReal I | AP & 9rad 819 & 91¢ 3P rit-ag ol
fcifaa & fean

It accused Cambodia of planting new mines

T DTS R A5 JI S BT SRIY A

On December 7 and 8, clashes renewed, escalating to Thai airstrikes targeting Cambodian
military sites, including alleged rocket positions

7 3R 8 feaR &l FrsT AR & g%, S HiUd Abe fSPMl IRd Halfeurs a4 fFari =
yTE gaTs gHa P g TS

As of now, casualties include over 15 Thai soldiers and dozens on the Cambodian side,
along with mass civilian evacuations

g # garedl 7 15 | ifte g Af e 3R Haifear ual & o=l @R, I 8 98 THH W)
AT BT garg= M 8

What is the border dis%ute about?
?

At faare fovw aR @

The core issue is sovereignty over un-demarcated sections of the 817-km border,
inherited from colonial-era treaties concluded in 1904 and 1907
817 foel} widlt dwn & arfufza fval W "uyar &1 5, ST 1904 3R 1907 & gU
BT b GHSIG! O fovrgd # foran

These treaties were between France (which ruled Cambodia) and Siam (present-day
Thailand)

T g Wi (S HafSar W AT Far UT) 3R R (@du= ursds) & s ge

The agreements planned for the boundary to follow the Dangrek Mountains watershed, but
French-drawn maps placed key ancient Khmer temples, particularly Preah Vihear, on the
Cambodian side

T H AT B SRS UdaHTen F TAfqHUSP & AR T IR St Arer ff, A
IR A & Uge ureie @ Hier, favives Wie fagar, & waifsar ug o fe@mn
The 11th century Hindu temple Preah Vihear has been central to the dispute, with both
countries claiming historical ownership

119Y T} 1 fEg wieR e fagar 39 faare &1 Fx 31 8, S W g1 2w e @it
&1 <Tal A &

In 1962, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled that Preah Vihear belonged to
Cambodia, although the surrounding promontory remained contested
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1962 H, SIARTEIA <RI (1CJ) = Buan &1 fo g fagar Haifsar &1 8, gl mraurd
1 &7 faarfed a1

Later, in 2013, the ICJ clarification affirmed Cambodian sovereignty over most of the area
a1G T 2013 H, ICJ Bt TR 7 RSB &7 W HalfSars SUYdr &1 gfp ot

Nationalist sentiments in both countries complicate the bilateral issue, with temples
reflecting historical Khmer glory for Cambodia and territorial integrity for Thailand

I o=l TS fguel O &1 Jfed 991t 8, STg1 HieR Halfesar & @i 7Ra 8k
yrsds It G ST HT UdiP &

Between 2008-2011, deadly clashes occurred after Cambodia tried to list Preah Vihear as a
UNESCO World Heritage site

2008-2011 & &9, HafSal gRT Mg TR & TRP! fay eRIeR Wa & T F FEieg A
& TN & dIG 9Td® S8 g5

How have mediation ef‘fort_s fared?
AR & TITH 4 2 872

Since the major clashes in 2008—-11, several mediation efforts involving ASEAN, the ICJ,
and external actors have failed

2008-11 &1 981 ST P TTe;, MMRYAT, ICJ 3R ATE Ui Bt HFNGRYT I s HEARIAT
WA 3% 38

In 2011, ASEAN, under Indonesia’s chairmanship, played a key role

2011 T, SSRmT &t sregerar & i = ggayul YT

It proposed deploying Indonesian observers to monitor a ceasefire and support troop
withdrawals from a demilitarised zone ordered by the ICJ

3T 1CJ gRT 3R 3f-0pd &7 I A1 &Y araY 3R FudfaRm™ &1 R & g
SSMRMTS wiagr®l o dHIdl BT TRaTd @1

But Thailand resisted any third-party involvement

AfpT Ut e A Tl +ff TR ey Ft Wrltert o1 fRMy faran

In 2025, renewed fighting in July led to fresh mediation efforts

2025 T, AT B 18 ASTs A AU HLARIAT YATH} B 574 far

President Trump held calls with leaders in Bangkok and Phnom Penh

ATguR € A Fidh SR A Ao 3 A9 B ST

His threats of 36% tariffs on exports to the U.S., their biggest market, led to an
unconditional ceasefire

I 36% Y[eP T B1 YHD], o SMRHT S 37 Yo 73 TR & aerd off, 3 famr =k
HHdfaRTH BT

What is the way forward?

3T &1 G FT 8?2

At the border level, de-escalation should build on measures attempted under the October
agreement, including verifiable troop withdrawals, joint de-mining, and direct military
communication

T TR R, G919 $H HA & TN fagaR THSD & d8d fUHTE ¢ IUR R 3emid 8=
AT, o TeaTa=T arva A1 aruft, T IReG YR geTT, SR Yedel A= 3are M §
At the bilateral level, sustained engagement through joint commissions is necessary for
border demarcation

feueha ¥R W, Tgad smar & mrenw ¥ FRaR Hare i Hufvor & e sawoes §
Thailand’s preference for bilateral talks must be reconciled with Cambodia’s openness to
third-party involvement

fEuehta araf & fiw yrsds 3t wraftrear & fR ver Ft uriie™ & ufa saifsar & gt
| & Iy JHAd HRAT T

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 8


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Preah Vihear Temple — A Sacred Hindu
Monument

6
Preah Vihear is a 1,000-year-old Hindu temple dedicated to Lord Shiva, located on top
of a dramatic cliff in the Dangrek Mountains, on the border of Cambodia and

Thailand.

It is considered one of the most spectacularly located temples in the world.

Where is Preah Vihear?

¢ Located in Cambodia
¢ On the Thai-Cambodia border
e Built on a 525-meter-high cliff
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Because of its location on the border, the temple has been at the center of territorial
disputes between Cambodia and Thailand.

Who Built It?

The temple was built by the Khmer Empire, mostly during the reigns of:

¢ King Suryavarman I
e King Suryavarman II (the same king who built Angkor Wat)

Time period: 9th—12th century CE

To Whom Is It Dedicated?

v Lord Shiva
It is known in Sanskrit as ""Shikhareshvara', meaning “The Lord of the Mountain Peak.”

The temple was an important Shaivite pilgrimage site.

Architecture and Special Features

The temple is famous for:

v 1. Stunning Hilltop Location

It stands on a long north—south ridge, giving majestic views across Cambodia’s plains.

v 2. Khmer Temple Layout

Built in a series of structures connected by staircases and courtyards — typical of
Khmer religious architecture.

v 3. Beautiful Sandstone Carvings
Intricate carvings of:

Hindu gods

Mythological scenes

Naga balustrades

Devatas (sacred female figures)
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v 4. Long Processional Path

The temple is built as a processional complex—pilgrims walked upward through
successive sacred gateways (gopuras).

UNESCO World Heritage Site

Preah Vihear was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in:
T 2008
UNESCO praised it for:

e Its extraordinary architecture

o Perfect integration with the natural landscape
o Its importance in Khmer history

Thailand—Cambodia Dispute

Because the temple sits right on the border, both countries have claimed control.
Key points:

e In 1962, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled that the temple belongs to
Cambodia.

e Thailand accepted the ruling but disputes continued over the surrounding land.

e In 2013, the ICJ clarified that Cambodia has sovereignty over the entire
promontory on which the temple stands.

Today, the area is largely peaceful, but still sensitive.
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Number of National Highway projects behind schedule
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Parliamentary committee moots tighter timelines in IBC overhaul
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RS passes Bill for 100%
FDI in Insurance sector

During debate, Opposition says Bill should be sent to a Select Committee of Parliament given

its far-reaching impact; House passes Repealing and Amending Bill that annuls 71 obsolete laws

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

day after the Lok
ASabha passed the
Sabka Bima Sabki

Raksha (Amendment of In-
surance Laws) Bill, the Ra-
jva Sabha on Wednesday
passed the legislation
which allows 100% foreign
direct investment in the in-
surance sector.

The Upper House also
cleared the Repealing and
Amending Bill that repeals
71 obsolete laws. The Bill
was also passed by the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday.

The structure of insu-
rance regulation is very
clearly laid out in the Bill,
and the premium collected
from Indians by foreign in-
surance companies will be
kept in the country, Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said, replying
to a debate on the Bill. Priv-
ate sector insurance com-
panies were participating
in all welfare schemes of
the Union government,
and the Bill would ensure
that foreign companies
would also participate in
social sector-related activi-
ties and government
schemes, Ms. Sitharaman
said. “We are not giving
them any room to get away
from that responsibility,”
she said.

The increase in the FDI
limit to 100% would ensure
more foreign companies
invest in India as, in many
cases, they did not find
joint venture partners for

New policy

The Rajya Sabha passed the Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha (Amendment of Insurance Laws) Bill

® The Eill
allows 100%
Foreign Direct

® |t allows for cap en
commission of insurance
agents and intermediaries

Investment in
the insurance
sector

m Mergers
of non-
insurance and
insurance
companies
allowed

u It mandates data
collection in compliance
with the Digital Personal
Data Protection Act

1. ©

Q! The increase in the FDI
limit will ensure more
foreign companies invest in India
as, in many cases, they did not find
joint venture partners

NIRMALA SITHARAMAN, Union Finance Minister

QQ ..this government through
this Bill is favouring foreign
investors and burdening our own
insurance companies

KANIMOZHI N.V.N. SOMU, DMK MP

various reasons, she said.
With more companies, the
competition would in-
crease, and premiums
should drop, she said.

Earlier, during the de-
bate, the Opposition de-
manded that the Bill be
sent to a Select Committee
of Parliament given the far-
reaching impact it has on
the insurance sector.

“Threat to data privacy’
Initiating the debate, se-
nior Congress MP Shakti-
sinh Gohil said the Bill
posed a threat to data pri-
vacy as foreign companies
would demand PAN and
Aadhaar of their custom-
ers, which may lead to dig-
ital frauds. The Centre
should learn from the ex-
perience of privatising the
civil aviation sector, Mr.
Gohil said. He demanded
that the Bill be sent to a Se-

lect Committee.

Questioning the use of
both Hindi and English in
the name of the Bill, Saket
Gokhale of the All India
Trinamool Congress said
the Bill opened the door to
profit extraction by foreign
companies.

A market share of $600
billion would go to foreign
investors once the Bill was
implemented, Kanimozhi
NV.N. Somu of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam said.
“This is daylight robbery.
The government should
not squander opportuni-
ties to promote and streng-
then its own PSUs (public
sector undertakings), but
this government through
this Bill is favouring foreign
investors and burdening
our own insurance compa-
nies,” Ms. Kanimozhi said.

The Rajya Sabha passed
the Repealing and Amend-

RS passes Bill for 100% FDI in insurance sector

ISTJHT A 4T &7 H 100% THSI3MS & fore fadas wifva foear

ing Bill. The Bill would re-
move 71 outdated laws,
correcting errors that had
crept in during the law-
making process, and re-
moving discriminatory as-
pects of certain laws, Un-
ion Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal said.

“We give priority to ease
of living along with ease of
doing business,” he said.
“These reforms are a step
towards liberation from a
colonial mindset,” he ad-
ded. It seeks to repeal Acts,
including the Indian Tram-
ways Act, 1886; the Levy
Sugar Price Equalisation
Fund Act, 1976; the Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Li-
mited (Determination of
Conditions of Service of
Employees) Act, 1988; the
General Clauses Act, 1897;
the Code of Civil Proce-
dure, 1908; and the Indian
Succession Act, 1925.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page43


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e During debate, Opposition says Bill should be sent to a Select Committee of Parliament
given its far-reaching impact; House passes Repealing and Amending Bill that annuls 71
obsolete laws
59 & SR fAuer 3 w1 o 39 gl guTa &1 3ad gu fadas &) " 3t 9a= afifa
DI Yol ST AR T; e A Rdifei te srifE fae «ft uiia fasan, < 71 srvrafera &l &1
AT Bl §

e A day after the Lok Sabha passed the Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha (Amendment of
Insurance Laws) Bill, the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday passed the legislation which allows
100% foreign direct investment in the insurance sector
AHHUT GRT ATHT STHT HTBT T (SHT ST =) fFdas aiia feu om &t i
TG, UAR B ASTFHT = I ST I UIRd far, St i1 & T 100% weaes fad=ht fasr o

I AT B

e The structure of insurance regulation is very clearly laid out in the Bill, and the premium
collected from Indians by foreign insurance companies will be kept in the country,
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said, replying to a debate on the Bill

fadue H dtar fafrrges &t e &t ww@rﬁa‘iﬂﬁﬁﬁmw% 3R fad=h ot
mmmﬁwmwm%ﬂﬁﬁwm Tg 91d [ W 989 &
SaTe 3d gU b vt ferfar Sarwor 3 we

¢ Private sector insurance companies were participating in all welfare schemes of the
Union government, and the Bill would ensure that foreign companies would also
participate in social sector-related activities and government schemes, Ms. Sitharaman
said
forett & ot St dufai % WeR o @ FeaoreRt Fene § Ui d 5 A, 3R T8
fatrae gfRfda v & fad=ht dufaat of wmarfire & @ gt nfafaftay ok e
YT § YR o, S TaRAv 3 &gl

o “We are not giving them any room to get away from that responsibility,” she said
IEH e, “BH I 39 e | =1 Bl BIS o T R &

e The increase in the FDI limit to 100% would ensure more foreign companies invest in India
as, in many cases, they did not find joint venture partners for various reasons, she said
I5H Bl o> THISIATS AT B 100% TP T 4 311 fad=i duf~rai YR # fag H3,
FifP B3 AHE! 7 I AT HRUT V HYad SeW AZIeR el fire ure

o With more companies, the competition would increase, and premiums should drop, she
said
3 Sl & o ¥ wfereasf s¢7ft oik Wiftrrw &0 811 T1igT, 3% Pl

e Earlier, during the debate, the Opposition demanded that the Bill be sent to a Select
Committee of Parliament given the far-reaching impact it has on the insurance sector
TR USH 969 & R faues 3 A ot {3 191 &7 1R 39 gt wHTE &1 3394 5T g
D! HAG DI TG AAfA BT U AT

‘Threat to data g;r%?é:y’
‘ kT

e Initiating the debate, senior Congress MP Shaktisinh Gohil said the Bill posed a threat to
data privacy as foreign companies would demand PAN and Aadhaar of their customers,
which may lead to digital frauds
59 B YF3Td HRd gU IRT ST FivIg faaris Migd 1 Hal & g5 fadas Ser
Mu=tadr & forg @arT 2, wife fad=ht Sufai 3= aew! T 89 3R smyrR A, S
fefrea drarys g et @

o The Centre should learn from the experience of privatising the civil aviation sector, Mr.
Gohil said

gt Mied 3 BeT [ g WHR B! ATR® IFUF 87 F FAeiidur & 3rya I Tha At T1ike
¢ He demanded that the Bill be sent to a Select Committee
I8 |1 Bt fob faekaes &1 aa=t |ffife &1 UeT sy

¢ Questioning the use of both Hindi and English in the name of the Bill, Saket Gokhale of the

All India Trinamool Congress said the Bill opened the door to profit extraction by foreign
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companies
a9 & A A fEdY SR St SHI & TN WR ard Ia1d gu SiTel ST Jorgel Hi &
Travd MRId 3 w1 & 78 fadgs fadxht suf~ay gr1 gameT fAerem &1 I @l 8

A market share of $600 billion would go to foreign investors once the Bill was implemented,
Kanimozhi N.V.N. Somu of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam said

s g HeTH & wiHeh T A, 91 A el & fadas ar sk & a1g $600 fafera=t
F1 IR fow fad=h fFa=met &1 e sem

“This is daylight robbery. The government should not squander opportunities to promote and
strengthen its own PSUs (public sector undertakings), but this government through this Bill
is favouring foreign investors and burdening our own insurance companies,” Ms.
Kanimozhi said

3G Fal, “Jg ferTeeTe e &1 R $I 3o Hrewy (Ardeif—ie & IushHt) &I dgiar o
3R TG PR & AR -Tel 7 IR, Afp I8 WHR 39 fA9ues & ok fadzh e
1 ATH UgT IS ¢ 3R 3o Fter Sufral R §ig el W 8

The Rajya Sabha passed the Repealing and Amending Bill

IrsaHT 7 RfifeiT v srifET fae wilka faran

The Bill would remove 71 outdated laws, correcting errors that had crept in during the law-
making process, and removing discriminatory aspects of certain laws, Union Law
Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal said

P B WA {7 AgaTd A F51 i I8 99T 71 RIA S| B g, BT
ferafor uftrar & SR o Ffeal &1 YURT 3R $& I & WGUTAYU! TaLT=I & T

“We give priority to ease of living along with ease of doing business,” he said

3JBI- DI, “GH Sita- DI JIHdT & IY- mumammﬁﬁmaﬁmuﬁwéﬁ%”
“These reforms are a step towards liberation from a colonial mindset,” he added

I igl, @ QR SUIaRIe T 3 Giad &1 &1 8 T Hen 2

It seeks to repeal Acts, including the Indian Tramways Act, 1886; the Levy Sugar Price
Equalisation Fund Act, 1976; the Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (Determination
of Conditions of Service of Employees) Act, 1988; the General Clauses Act, 1897; the
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908; and the Indian Succession Act, 1925
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Anti-collision system installed on 2,000 km
of rail network, Vaishnaw tells Lok Sabha

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on Wed-
nesday informed the Lok
Sabha that the indigenous
anti-collision Kavach safety

comotives with the system.
“Complete commissioning
has crossed 2,000 km,” he
said, adding that the pace
of work was “very fast™.
The  Minister said
around 40,000 techni-
cians and operators had

11 now. In response to
another supplementary
question, he said redeve-
loping railway stations
without disrupting train
services was a “complex
task”. He noted that sever-
al countries suspended rail

system had been fully com- been trained, underlining operations for three to four
missioned on over 2,000 that Kavach was a “totally  vyears during station rede-
km of the rail network. Ashwini Vaishnaw new and very complex® velopment. “In India,

In a reply during Ques-
tion Hour, Mr. Vaishnaw

of telecom towers.

system.

where 7.5 crore passengers
travel by train, this is simp-

said that Kavach was a The Minister said the Omnrail accidents ly not possible,”he said.

highly complex Automatic  Railways had so far laid Responding to a supple- He said stations were
Train Protection (ATP) sys- 7,129 km of OFC, installed = mentary by DMK MP Kala-  being upgraded under the
tem comprising five major 860 telecom towers, con- nidhi Veeraswamy on rail Amrit Bharat Station
components. It required nected 767 stations to data  accidents, Mr. Vaishmaw Scheme, which adopts a
continuous laying of opti- centres, deployed track- said consequential acci- long-term, phased ap-

cal fibre cable (OFC) along
tracks and the installation

side equipment along 3,413
km, and equipped 4,154 lo-

dents had fallen by nearly
90% — from 135 in 2014 to

proach based on master
plans.

Anti-collision system installed on 2,000 km of rail network, Vaishnaw tells Lok
Sabha

I Aead P 2,000 fFH W TH-Fifero Rew wifi4, dwE 3 HeIHT B
LI

Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw on Wednesday informed the Lok Sabha that
the indigenous anti-collision Kavach safety system had been fully commissioned on over
2,000 km of the rail network

Hurg ¥ wA AR

dWg A gHUAR

DI ABFIHT B! T[T fob TR Tt-Pifered wag

TRET YOI &1 ¥ Aedds & 2,000 forift & arf¥rer fexd o qft e & are o< oo mr g

In a reply during Question Hour, Mr. Vaishnaw said that Kavach was a highly complex
Automatic Train Protection (ATP) system comprising five major components

UHBTA & GRH I od gU 4 dWIG A gl foh dag U 3fdd Sied Siierafed e

PIRENIE

(ATP) WuTTelt 8, R Ui e wre s <nfie &

e |t required continuous laying of optical fibre cable (OFC) along tracks and the installation of
telecom towers

% fo uefal & Ui TP WIsaR dad (OFC) fNBM 3R et H eTaR] &f RITGHT $I
PR ozl gdl 8

o The Minister said the Railways had so far laid 7,129 km of OFC, installed 860 telecom
towers, connected 767 stations to data centres, deployed trackside equipment along
3,413 km, and equipped 4,154 locomotives with the system

T3 3 el i ¥ea 7 31d dob 7,129 fHH OFC fSTTT B, 860 SeiiopTH eTar wiIfid fHU g, 767
TWIF! B 32T el I TST |, 3,413 frft d ThaTsS USRIV TN § 37K 4,154 i1 BT
3 YISl @ g A g

o “Complete commissioning has crossed 2,000 km,” he said, adding that the pace of work
was “very fast”

as;gﬁgm, “guf Sei=IfAT 2,000 fFret | siftre B gt 8, IR SaT i W &1 i “agd

Page46

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

e The Minister said around 40,000 technicians and operators had been trained, underlining
that Kavach was a “totally new and very complex” system

H3 3 BT b TTHT 40,000 dHTRIAAT 3R STUCI| ! U fvar mar 8, g Waifed
FRd gL & paa & @mwsﬁ?maﬁﬁ Rren g

On rail accidents

I gheAte W

e Responding to a supplementary by DMK MP Kalanidhi Veeraswamy on rail accidents, Mr.
Vaishnaw said consequential accidents had fallen by nearly 90% — from 135 in 2014 to 11
now
d geersit R Shuad e Heni TRRAndt & e U4 BT IW ¢d gu o 9w A w51 &

GHeTT AT 90% T 75 & — 2014 H 135 Y UCaHR 3G 118 75 &

e In response to another supplementary question, he said redeveloping railway stations
without disrupting train services was a “complex task”

TH 3 P UY & SR 8 3611 el [ ¥eId TR &1 YAHR o Tarsff &I aied foy

e He noted that several countries suspended rail operations for three to four years during
station redevelopment
IBH HET fb B o=l A WA AHN & SR o | TR qul & 18 Y& Faras FHafod o2
faar a1

¢ ‘InIndia, where 7.5 crore passengers travel by train, this is simply not possible,” he
said
IBH HET, “URd H, gi 7.5 HS AT 1 A 9T HXd 8, I8 faepa Jua T8 &

e He said stations were being upgraded under the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme, which
adopts a long-term, phased approach based on master plans

I8 BT fob WHT BT I S HR R GISHT & ded T o7l 8T 8, S AR @
W 3Ny ErdeTiore, TRUg ST =T 8

Number of National Highway projects

Number of National P hind schedule

i i FHY-AHa1 8§ TS 7 61 AP IATART
ngl_lwav projects T
bEl‘llI’ld SChEdlllE e As many as 574 under construction National

‘— Highway (NH) projects worth ¥3.60 lakh crore have
exceeded their completlon schedule ]
57 As many as 574 under ferafonsi= 574 gt Tommnt (NH) TREeETS, R

construction National NI 23.60 A1 $R1S 8, 3+t fFeffea goiar awa-
worth ¥3.60 lakh crore have exceeded their ¢ Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin

Highway (MH) projects Har 3 emit e iﬁﬁ g
completion schedule. Minister of Road g::ikkar:i said 1;33 Nlt-)l projects;vi;h total cost of about
Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari said H%U%é%:ﬁ?ﬂ%%%ﬁ?mﬁmﬁ?
133 NH projects with total cost of about 1 ﬁ'E‘T?-FT_ﬂ mao-\ﬁsarﬁarrﬁawﬁ 133 TEE
lakh crore have been awarded. en RS &rraﬁaa%waﬂ%%
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Parliamentary committee moots
tighter timelines in IBC overhaul

-

NEW DELHI

A select committee on In-
solvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC) amendment bill
has recommended further
rationalisation of creditor-
initiated insolvency, group
insolvency and cross-bor-
der insolvency frame-
works, while also propos-
ing statutory timelines for
case disposal by insolven-
cy tribunals.

The committee, chaired
by Baijayant Panda, tabled
its report in the Lok Sabha
on Wednesday. Based on
its recommendations, the
reworked Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (Amend-
ment) Bill, introduced dur-
ing the monsoon session,
is expected to be taken up
in the Budget session of
Parliament. The proposed
amendments seek to speed
up admissions, resolution
and liquidation processes,
maximise asset value and
strengthen governance un-
der the Code.

On creditor-initiated in-
solvency, the committee
flagged stakeholder con-

The proposed amendments
seek to speed up admissions,
resolution and liquidation.

cerns over the enforceabil-
ity and binding nature of
conduct standards for the
committee of creditors
(CoC). It said prescribing
both standards of conduct
and decision-making time-
lines would enhance gover-
nance, improve predicta-
bility and reinforce the
Code’s time-bound resolu-
tion objective.
Accordingly, it recom-
mended modifying clause
(sa) under Section 196(1) to
read: “specify the stan-
dards of conduct for the
Committee of Creditors
and its members, includ-
ing the period within
which the Committee of

Creditors shall take deci-
sions.” The committee also
made two key recommen-
dations on cross-border in-
solvency. First, it proposed
amending Section 240C to
explicitly require rules to
spell out procedures for re-
cognition of proceedings
involving specified foreign
jurisdictions, as well as me-
chanisms for relief, judicial
cooperation, assistance
and coordination. Second,
it recommended adding an
explanation to Section
240C to clarify and widen
the definition of “corpo-
rate debtor” to explicitly
include any person incor-
porated with limited liabili-
ty outside India.

On group insolvency,
the committee cautioned
that the operational frame-
work must be carefully tai-
lored to India’s institution-

al realities, including
promoter-driven litigation,
related-party  influence

and the complexity of
cross-entity claims. It re-
commended that the rule-
making process ensure
procedural coordination
improves efficiency with-

out introducing additional
complexity or increasing

the scope for legal
disputes.
A significant recommen-

dation relates to liquida-
tion proceedings. The
committee suggested mov-
ing away from the automat-
ic appointment of the reso-
lution professional (RP) as
liquidator. It proposed re-
vising Section 34 of the In-
solvency and Bankruptcy
Code (Amendment) Bill,
2025 to provide that an RP
who has conducted the
corporate insolvency reso-
lution process or pre-pack-
aged insolvency resolution
process for a corporate
debtor shall be ineligible
for  appointment as
liquidator.

Separately, the commit-
tee proposed a clear statu-
tory timeline for appeals,
recommending insertion
of a new clause mandating
that the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
dispose of appeals within
three months from the
date of receipt.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

Parliamentary committee moots tighter timelines in IBC overhaul

SMSIRT YUR F Ted JHY-JAT BT JI1d 37 arelt IOy Jfifa

o A select committee on Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) amendment bill has
recommended further rationalisation of creditor-initiated insolvency, group insolvency and
cross-border insolvency frameworks, while also proposing statutory timelines for case
disposal by insolvency tribunals

ﬁamsﬁzvﬁma&mmvﬂ%m(enﬁhﬁ)Wﬁmﬁmmnmwmmﬁ
Hurerar-afia fearRrame, Tug fearfermua oik Wur-ur faarfemme ei@ & iR gfaga=o
D! RIBIRRT @t 5, T gt feara <aranfire=on gR1 Al & fAueH & fou dunfae wwa-wn
1 off TRl T ®

o The committee, chaired by Baijayant Panda, tabled its report in the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday
AT UIST Bt feder arel! WiAfY A AR &1 dreaur § o=t RO 0wy &t

e Based on its recommendations, the reworked Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(Amendment) Bill, introduced during the monsoon session, is expected to be taken up in
the Budget session of Parliament
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T RIIRRT & SMYR R, WFREA T 8 U1 foan o gifed faarar iR nusT sigyar wifger
@ =eF) fadue Tug & avic 9 | forgr o & Sefie @

The proposed amendments seek to speed up admissions, resolution and liquidation

processes, maximise asset value and strengthen governance under the Code
TNeA! T 35T YA, FHTL R TRTATY ufsparseii &) dst o=, ufvsufy g

DI SHAHAT FRAT 3R AT & Ted AT SATRIT B! ASTgd BT §

On creditor-initiated insolvency, the committee flagged stakeholder concerns over the

enforceability and binding nature of conduct standards for the committee of creditors

(CoC)

FHurerar-iiva fearferar w 9fifa = Bugraret @t Jfifa (Coc) & AW iR AF®! S

Uaa-1adr 3R STeadR) UHla B AdR Raura! &1 foidreft & Yaiferd fasar

It said prescribing both standards of conduct and decision-making timelines would

enhance governance, improve predictability and reinforce the Code’s time-bound

resolution objective

I Fel b SmeRur Al 3R fAofa-faafon @t - 34 & Ryl o9 3 =,
gafgaaar & gUR g 3R Ifedl & TS THIUH SE=T &1 9 B

Accordingly, it ecommended modifying clause (sa) under Section 196(1) to read: “specify
the standards of conduct for the Committee of Creditors and its members, including the
period within which the Committee of Creditors shall take decisions.”

TEIR, 39 YRT 196(1) & d8d WS (sa) H A=Y &1 RBIR BT, o $H UHR UgT oIlT:
“HUTGTare Bt A 3R IUPS Ja! & o TR0 AHe iy FHve, fored ag safdy ot
M g1 fords HiaR Borgrarsit o |fdfa ok

The committee also made two key recommendations on cross-border insolvency

giafd = Frar-ar fearferam w &) ugw R o &t

First, it proposed amending Section 240C to explicitly require rules to spell out procedures for
recognition of proceedings involving specified foreign jurisdictions, as well as
mechanisms for relief, judicial cooperation, assistance and coordination

Ugd, 39 YUIRT 240C H WRMe 1 URAT4 foban dtfs et § Fiy fadsh siftrer g 9
et priaed! ! AT &t UiohaTy, TT ITgd, <RI Wed T, [grdl iR FH-<ag & o
WY ¥ 9§ I o o

Second, it recommended adding an explanation to Section 240C to clarify and widen the
definition of “corporate debtor” to explicitly include any person incorporated with limited
liability outside India

T, ST YRT 240C T Th FRAT ST &1 R Bt Alfes “PIeuiRe SgR” o1 Ry
Ty 3R fIgd 8 I 3R HIRA & a6 WifAra g1Riea & Ty Uofiga freft off aafad &t Ty =u
& =i o S b

On group insolvency, the committee cautioned that the operational framework must be
carefully tailored to India’s institutional realities, including promoter-driven litigation,
related-party influence and the complexity of cross-entity claims

g fearferam w Iffa = Sae § f aRared g & YR @1 SRINTG dRdfasarsi &
&Y HIQUHIYD BTam ST FiRY, o gerdien-Sid gepaaarsit, Heifdrd-ve gura ok
3AR-ZPIS aral B Sieeidl a8

It recommended that the rule-making process ensure procedural coordination improves
efficiency without introducing additional complexity or increasing the scope for legal
disputes

397 Ry @t 6 Fraw-frior uftkar ag g o & ufhaere g 4 gamr s¢, s
stfafvad sifedar ame a1 s faret @t o sge

A significant recommendation relates to liquidation proceedings

Th

The committee suggested moving away from the automatic appointment of the resolution
professional (RP) as liquidator

Hﬁﬂ%%fWﬂHﬁW(RP)ﬁWﬁﬁﬁg%ﬁW%Wﬁaﬂﬁ@eﬁw
BEIC]

It proposed revising Section 34 of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment)
Bill, 2025 to provide that an RP who has conducted the corporate insolvency resolution
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process or pre-packaged insolvency resolution process for a corporate debtor shall be
ineligible for appointment as liquidator
&%Qﬁuﬂa&mﬁﬁm (@=NeF) fatas, 2025 o1 URT 34 T IMe &1 UA@
fopa iy foret SRY A fobdll PIRURE GAGR & fory pIvuRe fearar waTur ufssar a7 Wi-
Yaes faren wHTUT= Ufshar Yarcrd &1 81, 98 uiaHI® & FU § Fgfa & forg srama gl
o Separately, the committee proposed a clear statutory timeline for appeals, recommending
insertion of a new clause mandating that the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal

dispose of appeals within three months from the date of receipt

T ¥, a7 anfiel & forw Wy durfre Taa - &1 v f5ar 3R T U TS &l siieq

1 RIBIRE 1, forrds dgd wgra Sus fafer srdteita =amanfreszor o1 wifty ot oy & =
A & Hiar 3rdiedl &1 Ruer wan sifaart grm
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LS clears nuclear Bill allowing privatisation

dreauT A feftevor 1 srgafa ¢ arar wa] fatas v fear

Gil

Possible discovery of dark matter sparks debate, experts urge caution

TP Aex Ft HYIfdd @il = 989 Do!, faxiug 7 Graur sva @t garg

LS clears nuclear Bill allowing privatisation

The Lower House passed the SHANTI Bill despite demands from Opposition parties to refer it to a parliamentary panel: Congress protests the removal of clause holding

equipment supplier responsible for failure, questions the Bill's timing and interest shown by a ‘conglomerate house’; Centre defends the many controversial provisions

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he Lok Sabha on

‘Wednesday passed

the  Sustainable
Harnessing and Advance-
ment of Nuclear Energy for
Transforming India (SHAN-
TD Bill, 2025, despite de-
mands by several Opposi-
tion parliamentarians for
referring the legislation to
a parliamentary panel.

The Bill, which aims to
incentivise private sector
participation, both Indian
and foreign, into nuclear
power production, now
moves to the Rajya Sabha
for discussion.

Congress MP Manish Te-
wari, who opened discus-
sions on the Bill following
introductory remarks by
Science Minister Jitendra
Singh, sought to know if it
was a “coincidence” that a
legislation enabling private
sector participation in the
nuclear sector coincided
with interest expressed by

the “c ate house...
Adani” in November to en-
ter the nuclear sector.

Mr.  Singh, amidst
uproar in the House over
the remark, retorted that
the Bill had nothing to do
with any specific company
and such an aspersion
“brought disrepute to the
House”.

Mr. Tewari also bur-
rowed into what is perhaps
the most significant ele-
ment of the Bill: the remo-
val of a clause in the exist-
ing Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage Act, 2010
that allows the operator of
a nuclear power plant to
claim recourse from sup-
pliers if their equipment
was found to be responsi-
ble in case of an accident.

In 2008, the BJP had
moved a no-confidence
motion against the Man-
mohan Singh government
for, among other things,
the absence of such a
clause. Subsequently, this
was also a reason for the

Core changes

The SHANTI Bill repeals existing legislation on nuclear activity

and opens up privace parti

& The Rill enahles private companies
tesrun niielear pawser plants and bring
fariign investment inte the sector

pation in chil nucdcar sector

u It limits aperator
Iiability ta the
capacityafthe plants

atplacesthe respensibility of
raanaging huclear plants en the
‘aperater af the facility

'

'

lack of foreign participa-
tion in India’s nuclear sec-
tor, despite the U.S.-India
nuclear deal that granted

India a waiver from Nu-

clear Suppliers Group
sanction as it opened fo-
reign companies to poten-
tially unlimited liability.
Privatising the nuclear
power sector — that cur-
rently makes up 1.5% of In-
dia’s installed power ca-
pacity and 3% of the
electricity produced — has

= Gout. to stayin
cantral of nuclear
wraste management

been on the government’s
agenda in recent years to
boost clean energy pro-
duction, improve grid sta-
bility and move towards its
2070 net-zero (zero net-
carbon emissions) targets.
This includes scaling up in-
stalled nuclear power to
100 GW up from the cur-
rent 8.8 GW by 2047 and a
320,000-crore mission an-
nounced in the Budget this
year to develop ‘small
modular reactors’ and a

slew of o d 220
MW Pressurised Heavy Wa-
ter reactors (Bharat Small
Modular Reactors).“T now
see that there is no refe-
rence to suppliers... god
forbid if there is an acci-
dent... shouldn’t a foreign
supplier be liable?” Mr. Te-
‘wari questioned.

Mr. Singh acknowledged
that the BJP had voiced op-
position in the past and
said that the existence of
the clause “had caused re-
servations in collabora-
tors” but the scenario to-
day was different from
2010. “Times have
changed... technology has
changed. We are now into
small modular reactors,
which didn't exist as a
technology at that time.
There will now be reactors
— following the just an-
nounced Nuclear Mission
— that will give power in
dense areas. The risk of ca-
tastrophe has now
changed. This Bill is com-
ing in because the scenario

has changed,” he said.

Opposition’s criticism

Aditya Yadav of the Samaj-
wadi Party accused the go-
vernment of bringing in
the Bill by “sacrificing the
old laws... that kept public
interest first” because the
government faced with a
“dollar that has crossed
90" and “unable to attract
foreign investment® was
“desperately trying to
throw a red carpet to
American companies” un-
der pressure from the
“prevailing Trump tariffs”.

Supriya Sule, the MP
from the Nationalist Con-
gress Party (Sharad Pawar)
asked how it was possible
to cap the liability of plant
operators at 3,000 crore.
“How can you put a cap on
that... how have you calcu-
lated this magic number?”
she asked.

Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor reiterated this
point. “The clean-up costs
of the Fukushima disaster

have already exceeded
$182 billion dollars. Cher-
nobyl’s (disaster) impact at
$700 billion dollars... ho-
wever, the total liability as
per this Bill is capped at
3,000 crore (or about
$400 million). This hasn’t
changed in 15 years,
doesn’t account for infla-
tion and the experience we
have had so far,” he said.
Mr. Singh said that
33,000 crore was only the
maximum liability of the
plant operator, and if high-
er amounts were required,
it would come in from a nu-
clear insurance pool as
well as additionally, source
funds from the newly pro-
posed Nuclear Liability
Fund (pooled through ta-
riffs). “The reason for a
‘graded operator liability’
was because it was neces-
sary to encourage compa-
nies to invest in developing
small reactors,” he said.

RS CLEARS INSURANCE BILL
» PAGE 5

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact
Website

Number :

nfo@patrioticias.in
9971932488
: patrioticias.in

PageSO


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

LS clears nuclear Bill allowing privatisation

dreayT A fFeitevor $1 srgafa 3 arar wam fadus nfva fear

The Lower House passed the SHANTI Bill despite demands from Opposition parties to
refer it to a parliamentary panel; Congress protests the removal of clause holding
equipment supplier responsible for failure, questions the Bill's timing and interest shown
by a ‘conglomerate house’; Centre defends the many controversial provisions

faa ¥ 7 SHANTI fadae o1 uilad foan, Siafes faueft gal A 58 Judia afifa of do- ot
A 31 o HT 7 Suwvr syfdwdl @) faweaar & foe SrieR sgv™ ara wrau™ o

g &1 TRy e, e & 9ag SR T ‘PIRURe Gg §RT W TS 3 IR 9aId 3BT,
% WPR 7 T3 fAarerye WauT=l &1 s919 fHar

The Lok Sabha on Wednesday passed the Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of
Nuclear Energy for Transforming India (SHANT]I) Bill, 2025, despite demands by several
Opposition parliamentarians for referring the legislation to a parliamentary panel

FUTR & AHTYT 4 ARG gTHINIT TS TSATHE SHTH Ry TSt BIR SiRIBITH
3f&ar (SHANTI) fadae, 2025 TiRkd e, STafds w3 fauelt Jiae) 7 39 H &I T
GICICEIR e R Rl

The Bill, which aims to incentivise private sector participation, both Indian and foreign,
into nuclear power production, now moves to the Rajya Sabha for discussion

Tg fatas, e Iexg feft & &t urfierst, URda ok fad=h, &1 vy wif S o
TITRd FRAT 8, 31d Tl o o I HT & S

Congress MP Manish Tewari, who opened discussions on the Bill following introductory
remarks by Science Minister Jitendra Singh, sought to know if it was a “coincidence” that
a legislation enabling private sector participation in the nuclear sector coincided with
interest expressed by the “conglomerate house... Adani” in November to enter the nuclear
sector

SO Fi¥e 7= faart, el fagm w5t fRrds Rig o urfie oo & o fitae w
9l B BT BT, 3 YR fob 1 I8 WA § %5 oy & & fAeh &l o urnfier®t 1 gem
%amwﬁmwwﬁmﬁ‘mﬁwm SBHY A 3 &7 § Yo &1 3

Mr. Singh, amidst uproar in the House over the remark, retorted that the Bill had nothing to do
with any specific company and such an aspersion “brought disrepute to the House”

I 4 39 fewolt R g1 & &9 o Rig A gdcar aRd gU Sal o 39 fagaes o1 fosddt fafRre
ST T PIg AT S § 3R 3T TWE BT AR TS B TRAT B SF UgaTar g7

Mr. Tewari also burrowed into what is perhaps the most significant element of the Bill: the
removal of a clause in the existing Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010 that allows
the operator of a nuclear power plant to claim recourse from suppliers if their equipment was
found to be responsible in case of an accident

ot foaRt = fad9® & ITIE Gad Ageyut ded IR o Fard Ser: iR 30w F fag
AR g Sifufrad, 2010 T 39 WaU™ &1 g, o 3t 3 gfegfel o1 grar A
B AR AT § Tfe gHe @1 fRURY F I71 IuehRur SeR gr Sy

In 2008, the BJP had moved a no-confidence motion against the Manmohan Singh
government for, among other things, the absence of such a clause

2008 H HISIUT 1 A9HEH Rig WPR & fars ifayry y=arg o o, S5 370 dRu &
1Y U & Trae™ &t rufufa o =it o

Subsequently, this was also a reason for the lack of foreign participation in India’s nuclear
sector, despite the U.S.-India nuclear deal that granted India a waiver from Nuclear
Suppliers Group sanction as it opened foreign companies to potentially unlimited liability
3P 91, T8 YRd & WA &7 ¥ fadz=ht urite®t ot o1 &1 1ff T SR &1, Safds
IRFRPHT-YRT TRUTY] TUFI 7 YR B! YRR TR gu & ufaey 3 ge < ot ok faesf
HUFTl B GHifdd =u 8 rififia gl o forg @ie faar
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e Privatising the nuclear power sector — that currently makes up 1.5% of India’s installed
power capacity and 3% of the electricity produced — has been on the government’s agenda
in recent years to boost clean energy production, improve grid stability and move towards
its 2070 net-zero targets
URHTY] FHolt & BT a0 — S IAaH & URd Bt RIS forsTelt &dT &1 1.5% 3R Ianfed
fSSTel T 3% & — BT & AN A INBR & Tola § 8T 7, b Ted FHoll IcTe JG1 S T,
Rre fRREr 7 R B 3R 2070 -5k A&t BT 3R §¢1 51 TP

e This includes scaling up installed nuclear power to 100 GW up from the current 8.8 GW by
2047 and a ¥20,000-crore mission announced in the Budget this year to develop ‘small
modular reactors’ and a slew of customised 220 MW Pressurised Heavy Water reactors
(Bharat Small Modular Reactors)

TR R TRAT] SHolf &FTdT Y AT 8.8 GW I IGTaR 2047 IF 100 GW T 3R 39 o
& gole | UIfYd 220,000 FHRIS & FI=E & d5d AT HisgeR NUFER T 65 rIHiend 220
WIATE YRRTSS 84! diex Ruaer (WRd Wit Aisyer fuaeR) faemRa w1 wnfia §

o “l now see that there is no reference to suppliers... god forbid if there is an accident...
shouldn’t a foreign supplier be liable?” Mr. Tewari questioned
“3 B ¢@dI § i Smgfdamatsl 1 DS I a1 6... WA - B 3R DIs gae ol ol
1 fad=it smyfdeal & forHeR =81 Ge=rn ST a1gu?” of faRt = wara faar

e Mr. Singh acknowledged that the BJP had voiced opposition in the past and said that the
existence of the clause “had caused reservations in collaborators” but the scenario today
was different from 2010

ot R¥ig 7 WieR fFar i Hrerar = srdfta & TRy fsan o1 3R w1 fos 39 wrae &t Aeeh A
-gEaifral & Wi Uer fbar U1, Afep 3o 3 fRUfY 2010 | s @

o “Times have changed... technology has changed. We are now into small modular
reactors, which didn’t exist as a technology at that time”

T 9T T B... TH-1P ded 713 31 51 39 W Areyer Ruged F IR A 7, & 39
T Hiolg et &

o “There will now be reactors — following the just announced Nuclear Mission — that will give
power in dense areas. The risk of catastrophe has now changed. This Bill is coming in
because the scenario has changed,” he said
“39 — gIA &1 § 9 gfraas ¥ ded — U9 Rugex g1 5t w=it arrard arat &t o
ﬁﬂggﬁgéﬁ 318 fammn &1 W a1 7 | 9% g saferg o1 3@ © Hife uRfRufd sea

Opposition’s criticism

fauer w5t

e Aditya Yadav of the Samajwadi Party accused the government of bringing in the Bill by
“sacrificing the old laws... that kept public interest first’ because the government faced
with a “dollar that has crossed ¥90” and “unable to attract foreign investment” was
“desperately trying to throw a red carpet to American companies” under pressure from the
“prevailing Trump tariffs”

HHTSETG! UTdT & Sfeed ATed 3 WHR WR 3RIY T foh a8 “YRIA BT i afeT She. .
S SrIfed @ "arai TEd & 98 [9dae ars 7, it WHR “STer 290 & IR’ g 3R fad=h
A= s ffd v & o g1 & SR a7 smfvast dufral & e Ye wrde foem 3t
IR FR XS & 3R Tg “Hioel 0 R Haaa 7 7

e Supriya Sule, the MP from the Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad Pawar) asked how it
was possible to cap the liability of plant operators at ¥3,000 crore

I Ul (IR< UaR) ! ke i ga A g1 fo 9 Sardae! & eadl o

3,000 FRNS TR I HAT 8l HHG §

e “How can you put a cap on that... how have you calculated this magic number?” she asked
“3M7 3 TR T 58 T Hhd §... 3 3 SAIgs VG BT AT Hd 12" I5i gl

* Congress MP Shashi Tharoor reiterated this point

P e AR YFX A 39 g 3l qlexrn
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“The clean-up costs of the Fukushima disaster have already exceeded $182 billion dollars.
Chernobyl’s (disaster) impact at $700 billion dollars... however, the total liability as per this
Bill is capped at 3,000 crore (or about $400 million)”
“GHIRT ATYST Bt YHTs AN Ued ol $182 3R STAR U 1D 81 IH1 ¢ | IS MTUCT HI
TUTT $700 3RT SIAR ddh 31T T 3. Afh1 39 fa9ud & IR $of Tl 3,000 RIS (AT
TTHT $400 FirfRras) R dfa

“This hasn’t changed in 15 years, doesn’t account for inflation and the experience we have
had so far,” he said

“Tg 15 U1 | -Ig] daall ¢, SIY YRTEwifd iR 3§ dF & SIHT B [T el fovar T 8,
36 Bel

Mr. Singh said that 3,000 crore was only the maximum liability of the plant operator, and if
higher amounts were required, it would come in from a nuclear insurance pool as well as
additionally, source funds from the newly proposed Nuclear Liability Fund (pooled through
tariffs)

o g 3 Pe1 [ 23,000 FRIS Had T JaTeish HI ARG 3T 7, 3R Tfe 31fde A Y
SHTTH A G5 < 8 ~gIFaaR ST ga F 31U a1 3ifaRed U & TRaifdd <gfeaar ¢adr Sy
o ¥ & Tream J U 1) [ e e ST

“The reason for a ‘graded operator liability’ was because it was necessary to encourage
companies to invest \ip developing small reactors,” he said

IBH FEl, “USS AT YT BT HRUI g YT P HUal & Wia Ruaes) & e d Faw
& for Tiefed AT Saxas T
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Possible discovery of dark matter
sparks debate, experts urge caution

Physicists don't know what makes up dark matter; one hypothesis is that it is a new type of subatomic particle called WIMPs, which barely interact

with normal matter and never with light; the trick to finding them then is high-energy particles released when two WIMPs annihilate each other

Prakash Chandra

s it a false alarm or a discovery that
solves one of the greatest mysteries
in cosmology? This is the question
weighing on astronomers as they
examine a study published recently in the
Journal of Cosmology and Astroparticle
Physics, which claims to have finally
detected the elusive “dark matter”.

Dark matter is believed to have been
around for most of the 14-billion-year
history of the universe. Astronomers
began searching for it in the early 1930s
after the Swiss astronomer Fritz Zwicky
observed that galaxies in the Coma
Cluster were moving too quickly for the
amount of ordinary matter it contained.
He realised the speed of their rotation was
so great that they should have flown apart
as they didn’t have enough matter to
generate the gravity needed to hold them
together. He deduced that some hidden
mass could be providing the “extra
gravity” required for the galaxies to stay
intact. He named this dark matter.

Invisible WIMPs

According to the Standard Model of
particle physics, ordinary (baryonic)
matter that makes up the world around us
consists of elementary particles such as
baryons (protons and neutrons) and
electrons, along with massless photons of
electromagnetic radiation such as light.
Baryons themselves are made up of even
smaller particles called quarks and
gluons. But all these fundamental
particles form just 5% of all mass in the
known universe. Dark matter accounts for
27%, while a mysterious force called “dark
energy” makes up the rest.

Physicists don’t know what dark matter
is made up of, but one hypothesis they
have is a hitherto unknown type of
subatomic particle called WIMPs. The
name is short for ‘weakly interacting
massive particles’. According to
physicists, WIMPs barely interact with
normal matter and not at all with any
form of electromagnetic radiation. Since

_ dark matter doesn’t emit, absorb or
reflect light, astronomers can only study
its gravitational effect on visible matter,
such as stars and galaxies.

The trick to finding it is then to spot its
tell-tale signature: high-energy particles,
such as gamma-ray photons that are
released when two WIMPs collide and
annihilate each other.

New claim

Tomonori Totani of the University of
Tokyo has now claimed to have identified
just such a gamma-ray signal in his study,
using data from the Fermi Gamma-ray
Space Telescope.

“We detected gamma rays with a
photon energy of 20 giga-electron-volts
(or 20 billion electron-volts, an extremely
large amount of energy) extending in a
halo-like structure towards the centre of
the Milky Way galaxy”, Prof. Totani said.
“The gamma-ray emission component
closely matches the shape expected from
the dark matter halo.”

He added that the measured gamma
ray energy spectrum “closely matches
model predictions for the annihilation of
hypothetical WIMPs with masses roughly
500-times that of a proton.”

Astronomers always knew dark matter
must be virtually hiding in plain sight and
that they’d find it sooner or later. Has
Prof. Totani found it, however? Not quite,
say experts, as the research data have to

survive rigorous scrutiny and critical
evaluation by more independent
researchers.

‘Excess’ radiation

“When we see a signal that looks like it
could be dark matter, we can check other
regions that are rich in dark matter to
look for a comparable signal there,” Tracy
Slatyer, professor of physics and Director,
MIT Centre for Theoretical Physics, told
this correspondent via email.

“Studying the detailed properties of
the signal would tell if it’s consistent with
what we expect from dark matter or if it
has traits more consistent with an
alternative source. So far, we have had
many signals that seemed at first glance
likely to be dark matter, but subsequent
in-depth analysis revealed they were from
a different source. Moreover, the overall
size of the signal is not what you would
expect from classic WIMP models (it is too
large), and when we do the test of looking
at other dark-matter-rich regions, we do
not see a corresponding signal.”

According to Rishi Khatri of the
Department of Theoretical Physics at the
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research,
Mumbai, the findings suggest the
detection of an excess of radiation
compared to what cosmologists expect
from the model of the Milky Way galaxy.

“Itis possible that this excess is just

Milky Way

An illustration of the two gigantic X-ray/g:

Scientists believe the Milky Way galaxy’s disc lies within a much larger, roughly spherical dark matter halo. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

The measured gamma ray energy
spectrum closely matches model
predictions for the annihilation of
hypothetical WIMPs with masses
roughly 500-times that of a proton

TOMONORI TOTANI
UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO

pointing to something missing in the
model of our galaxy rather than dark
matter.” Prof. Khatri said in an email
interview. “Based on what the study
claims, we can predict what kind of signal
we can expect from other nearby galaxies
and then try to observe these signals.
There have been similar claims many
times in the past about the detection of
dark matter, but they turned out to be
false.”

Radiation from other sources
Discoveries in particle physics have to
typically reach a confidence level called ‘5
sigma’ before they are considered valid.
Where does the new finding stand on this
scale?

“The excess reported in the paper
seems to be quite more than 5-sigma,
without taking into account the
uncertainty in modelling,” Prof. Khatri
said. “The author has not given a number

the Milky Way (centre). NasA

y bubbles (bl

iolet) known to be associated with

with the modelling uncertainty included.
This should give you an idea about how
uncertain we are about the uncertainty
(i.e. error on the error bars), which is very
important in such studies.” An immediate
task for astronomers would be to rule out
the possibility of the radiation coming
from some other sources of high-energy
radiation like supernovae, the explosive
deaths of massive stars; neutron stars, the
ultra-dense collapsed cores of massive
stars after supernova explosions; or black
holes.

The gravity of dark matter, like normal
matter, should cause the light passing
nearby to bend, in a phenomenon called
gravitational lensing. A spectacular
example of this is the Bullet Cluster,
where the collision of two clusters of
galaxies resulted in the separation of dark
matter from normal matter, and
astronomers could discern the halos of
dark matter around the galaxies by how
they bent the path of light.

The LCDM model

If the findings stand up to scrutiny and it
turns out that a dark matter particle has
actually been found, the widely accepted
Lambda-Cold Dark Matter model of the
universe wouldn’t have to be modified.
This is because, as Prof. Khatri said, “A
new particle that would form dark matter
is actually included in the LCDM model.”

Instead, “what we do not know is the
exact nature of dark matter.”

And “if the dark matter is a 500 GeV
WIMP as is claimed, it would be expected
to have only very tiny interactions with
other dark matter particles or with
ordinary matter,” Prof. Slatyer said. “So it
would be safe to treat it as having only
gravitational interactions, and many of
the predictions of LCDM could remain
almost unchanged.”

One thing that can be said with
certainty is that this grand cosmic
narrative is at an exciting stage as
astronomers untangle the fabric of the
universe to try to understand its evolution
and nature.

(Prakash Chandra is a science writer.
prakashisat@gmail.com)
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Possible discovery of dark matter sparks debate, experts urge caution

TP Aex Ft HUIfdd @i 1 989 D!, faxiug 3 graur svaq @1 gars &

e Physicists don’t know what makes up dark matter; one hypothesis is that it is a new type of
subatomic particle called WIMPs, which barely interact with normal matter and never with
light; the trick to finding them then is high-energy particles released when two WIMPs
annihilate each other
Wifsfact ! g5 7€t uaT i 31 Aex 502 o1 §; T URSe I8 § i 98 Su-wRwunfoas
HUI BT U 101 UHR & F WIMPs H8T ST &, o Ao uerdf & Iy 9gd HH Tudh Hal o
3R UHTRI & Try FHaft 7ET; 3N I WioH &1 Gfdd I Se-Goit BN Bl UgdH HRAT § off
& WIMPs & Th-giR &I Y &1 R Adad §

Is it a false alarm or a discovery that solves one of the greatest mysteries in
cosmology?

?wwwm%mmﬁﬁﬂ%ma@w@ﬁﬁwaﬁmﬁmm

e This is the question weighing on astronomers as they examine a study published recently in
the Journal of Cosmology and Astroparticle Physics, which claims to have finally detected
the elusive “dark matter”.

T8 Uy Tdidal & 7 | % 9 d 8T &1 # Journal of Cosmology and Astroparticle
Physics & USIRId U 3700 P1 Sid HR I8 8, Ol aId] Bl ¢ [ T 3idd: IgTHY STh
Hex &1 udl @ fer g

o Dark matter is believed to have been around for most of the 14-billion-year history of the
universe.

AT ST § b ST A Sl & 14 3RT 94 & SfAH T 3fagr I Wi 3|

e Astronomers began searching for it in the early 1930s after the Swiss astronomer Fritz
Zwicky observed that galaxies in the Coma Cluster were moving too quickly for the amount
of ordinary matter it contained.

Gidfdal 4 1930 & GRS Pi YT H $HSB! Giol Y& P, oid g @iafas fres fegat 1
g@amwﬁwwﬁﬁwwwﬁﬁw$ma§aaﬁﬁnﬁm
|

e He realised the speed of their rotation was so great that they should have flown apart as they
didn’t have enough matter to generate the gravity needed to hold them together.

Igi- T o 3% guiq &1 71 Sa-t it <t s T Tt sur Sad o & fore i
gerf 71 g & HRUN I 96N STHT TR T T

e He deduced that some hidden mass could be providing the “extra gravity” required for the
gaIaX|es to stay intact.

5 s T fob g U1 g3 STaM SHTHRASH HI T TR §1T 3G o g
AT SAfARET TATHYUT TS B T ST |

e He named this dark matter.

I 39 ST A T faam|

Invisible WIMPs
3 WIMPs

e According to the Standard Model of particle physics, ordinary (baryonic) matter that
makes up the world around us consists of elementary particles such as baryons (protons
and neutrons) and electrons, along with massless photons of electromagnetic radiation
such as light.

HUT WIfddt & AHS ATsd D STIR, TAR U B g-dT I ara JHA (QR1f=a) Taref
%ﬂq(u‘rmr%eﬁvqgﬁ) gaTl, aww@ﬁﬁagagaﬁaﬁ%w%mﬁﬁ?uﬁmﬁ
iR ST gl

e Baryons themselves are made up of even smaller particles called quarks and gluons.

@ R 3R 1 BI BN A 97 81 & 8 P 3R 3T HoT1 oilell 5 |
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But all these fundamental particles form just 5% of all mass in the known universe.

QAP T Tt AT HUT 1 TS P P G| BT Had 5% &l §1d 3 |

Dark matter accounts for 27%, while a mysterious force called “dark energy” makes up the
rest.

TP Aex BT ACH 27% ©, &P WY U T IWHY Ufdd BT TSI I &1 B |

Physicists don’t know what dark matter is made up of, but one hypothesis they have is a
hitherto unknown type of subatomic particle called WIMPs.

Hifdesfag g el fd foh ST Aex fad 51§, Afdh1 U IR 98 & f& T8 WIMPs
T T 3T SU-URATUGH HUT I &1 81 Thell 5|

The name is short for ‘weakly interacting massive particles’.

gg A diddl ge i AT ufidse o1 féa Ul

According to physicists, WIMPs barely interact with normal matter and not at all with any form
of electromagnetic radiation.

& TR, WIMPs I1-g gerf & Iy 9gd %4 IR faggagasta fafeor & fadt
ot =0 & 91y foegpat ot sfa:foban =181 Hd |

Since dark matter doesn’t emit, absorb or reflect light, astronomers can only study its
gravitational effect on visible matter, such as stars and galaxies.

i ST e UHTRT HT SHol, STRINTUT I I 6] HRdl, ST WA dhad arl 3R
STHTRIRTMSH o1 20 Uerf TR 3H% el YU HT 37609 R Iohd ¢ |

The trick to finding it is then to spot its tell-tale signature: high-energy particles, such as
gamma-ray photons that are released when two WIMPs collide and annihilate each other.

S WIoH $I Foll SHD Hobd BT UG 5, ST Jed-Folt BT, O TTHTY Wier, S ad
fAPad & 5Id 2 WIMPs 309 & TahrTdR Tdh-gur &1 fa-TRl 3R 3d ¢ |

New claim
g7 ¢Idl

Tomonori Totani of the University of Tokyo has now claimed to have identified just such a
gamma-ray signal in his study, using data from the Fermi Gamma-ray Space Telescope.
<IN fayfaemera & AR et 7 31d e foa & 6 351 oo sreqa=T & 3l T
TS TMHIX Tdhd TgaH &, foray wHf ¥ w0 SRy & SeT &1 IuanT fawa man g |
“We detected gamma rays with a photon energy of 20 giga-electron-volts (or 20 billion
electron-volts, an extremely large amount of energy) extending in a halo-like structure
towards the centre of the Milky Way galaxy”, Prof. Totani said.

g 20 -3 AeETH-alee (1 20 3R FAGCTH-Alee, ST SHoll &1 I TSI AHT8) BI Bled
St aTa T febRoTt o7 Ul T, ST Aot @ SITHTRAAT & &g &1 3R U gall-orel IaHT &
el g & 0. e 3 el

“The gamma-ray emission component closely matches the shape expected from the dark
matter halo.”

IR IS gedh BT 3HR STP A gat F S0fed P I H1w! A |rar g1

He added that the measured gamma ray energy spectrum “closely matches model predictions
for the annihilation of hypothetical WIMPs with masses roughly 500-times that of a proton.”
32 gg it SIaT b AT T I et WaeH HIed-id WIMPs & fa-T=T & fore Aied &t
HiIsgaTiort & STt A W1 8, foFdT SmH Weld & SEHH I TIHT 500 AT ¢
Astronomers always knew dark matter must be virtually hiding in plain sight and that they’d
find it sooner or later.

Tridfde g0 SHd U &b T Aex a&da: Tefl ok & IFH U1 gan g 3R 3 38 R-TR
Gl g1 |

Has Prof. Totani found it, however? Not quite, say experts, as the research data have to
survive rigorous scrutiny and critical evaluation by more independent researchers.

QBT R, IS A 34 IRad § Tiot foren 82 faRivg s & o sndt =72, ifas <ier Ser vt
3T WA TG AT GRT Ha! offd 3R MG S Jedids o ToRAT 81T |

‘Excess’ radiation

3ifere fafesor
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“When we see a signal that looks like it could be dark matter, we can check other regions that
are rich in dark matter to look for a comparable signal there,” Tracy Slatyer, professor of
physics and Director, MIT Centre for Theoretical Physics, told this correspondent via email.
o S 0T e ] 2 3 1 ST e T ST 5, O 871 ST AR 1 4RTR a4 8
SITd R ahd ¢ fob a1 Il BIS THH Tobd ¢ 1 Tal,” ! Bt THER 3R MIT Jex BIR
wiftfeea fbforem ot Fewe it Wear 3 $0a & A1egy 9 39 Hdreard 9 &gl

“Studying the detailed properties of the signal would tell if it’s consistent with what we expect
from dark matter or if it has traits more consistent with an alterative source.

“Tohd o TIqd T T 31T T§ FATE o6 1 U8 ST Aex T GARY 3uensii & ey g a1
T ot Aopfctiep T & 31 Aet T aTet Tefn g

So far, we have had many signals that seemed at first glance likely to be dark matter, but
subsequent in-depth analysis revealed they were from a different source.

319 AP, TAR UM $s U Tobd 3T & Sl Ugell TR | ST Hex ol @, fes a1g & e
fa=eloor & uar 9a i d fsht sy aia 9 9

Moreover, the overall size of the signal is not what you would expect from classic WIMP
models (it is too large), and when we do the test of looking at other dark-matter-rich
regions, we do not see a corresponding signal.”

P AAATAl, Hebd BT PeT PR URURS WIMP Hisal J 3OfEd SMHR o1 81 § (U8 sgd
TSI %), IR 4 59 37 STh HeX-HHS &A1 T G BT TI&UI IR &, Al 61 gl DIy THH
ebd e fawdnl”

According to Rishi Khatri of the Department of Theoretical Physics at the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, Mumbai, the findings suggest the detection of an excess of
radiation compared to what cosmologists expect from the model of the Milky Way galaxy.
Hus [y erer §feege oifw besmed Rad & Jgifds Hifde! faum & iy @ ht & s urR,
3 et et @ STTRII & Hisd ¥ siais fagit famT fafes=or oriférd ovd ©, 39! ga
¥ 31fie fafes=or &1 ua aem &1 Yhd A |

“It is possible that this excess is just pointing to something missing in the model of our galaxy
rather than dark matter.” Prof. Khatri said in an email interview.

g WYd g & g8 sifalkaa fafaor g1 Rex & o §URT STHRATT & Aisd H et ot 3t
3R Hhd PR IGT 1, U Wl A U S0 WIEThR & gl

“Based on what the study claims, we can predict what kind of signal we can expect from other
nearby galaxies and then try to observe these signals.

“3TT & GIal &b YR W, TH J§ STHM T Tohd & 1o 3= Fdbead! sfa=rimaf 9 farg
TR & Hdbd SUTET 81 ohdl & IR R 37 Wbl Bl G BT T HR Thd g |

There have been similar claims many times in the past about the detection of dark matter, but
they turned out to be false.”

3t 7 ST AeR P WIS Bl AR T B3 YHH G1a U T8 8, A1 9 3fcra: TTerd e gul”

Radiation from other sources

3= Hell | fafeor

Discoveries in particle physics have to typically reach a confidence level called ‘5 sigma’
before they are considered valid.

HUT At & Wil & IEraa: 5 e T e Ay TR 9% ugaHn gidr 8, av 3% A
AT AT &

Where does the new finding stand on this scale?

39 OHM R 7S WIS B8l ol 872

“The excess reported in the paper seems to be quite more than 5-sigma, without taking into
account the uncertainty in modelling,” Prof. Khatri said.

AR H RO fopan mar sifaRked Tobd 5-Rmwm 3 w1t sifies vdita giar €, afe Arsfem &
AT DT = | =1 3@ ST, Ul @A A HaT|

“The author has not given a number with the modelling uncertainty included.

WG A ATl B AR Bl et B §U BIS G el € B

This should give you an idea about how uncertain we are about the uncertainty (i.e. error on
the error bars), which is very important in such studies.”
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An immediate task for astronomers would be to rule out the possibility of the radiation coming
from some other sources of high-energy radiation like supernovae, the explosive deaths of
massive stars; neutron stars, the ultra-dense collapsed cores of massive stars after
supernova explosions; or black holes.

7T TehTa 1 78 BT S Sea-Gel 1A 3 3 il SR guR=irar, St fammma
IR} @ foehiesd Yg 81d §; YT dR, S guRAIaT fawhiel & a8 fana ari & Sifa-Te v
HR B §; T AP gld J 3 aret B0 Y WraT 1 @it faran S|

The gravity of dark matter, like normal matter, should cause the light passing nearby to bend,
in a phenomenon called gravitational lensing.

T Uerd &1 aRE ST A HT THATH YN U U I ToRA a1t UHTR H! Jig1 anfey, o
TSI AR w51 o1 81

A spectacular example of this is the Bullet Cluster, where the collision of two clusters of
galaxies resulted in the separation of dark matter from normal matter, and astronomers could
discern the halos of dark matter around the galaxies by how they bent the path of light.

TP U YMER GBI JAC TR ¢, S8l &1 SBIRANT THg! B cahr o ST Hex IHRT
gerf T ST B T, SR WG] A UHTR1 & AN & T3 & akich ° STHRFSH & IRY 3R
STd Hex & gl Bl UgaHI|

The LCDM model

Tadisiey Aisd

If the findings stand up to scrutiny and it turns out that a dark matter particle has actually been
found, the widely accepted Lambda-Cold Dark Matter (LCDM) model of the universe
wouldn’t have to be modified.

gfe 3 Frsnd w &) oifg o o X5 € $iR ardd B &g ST Her Ul et oirl §, Y Sieiis &1
IS ¥Y § Wipd AesT-HIes ST Aex (LCDM) HISH dcdl S &I 3axgehl el 1|
This is because, as Prof. Khatri said, “A new patrticle that would form dark matter is actually
included in the LCDM model.”

U1 Sfere § s, St fas O, it 2 dgt, “STeh Bex 9 aTell =741 U1 aRdd § LCDM Afsd
Az gl

Instead, “what we do not know is the exact nature of dark matter.”

3P IO, Sl §H 81 SId & 98 S HeR B AT Upfd 81"

And “if the dark matter is a 500 GeV WIMP as is claimed, it would be expected to have only
very tiny interactions with other dark matter particles or with ordinary matter,” Prof. Slatyer
said.

3R “Tfe S e STaT fHT 3UR 500 GeV WIMP &, 3l 3T 319 STch Her Ul a1 I
gard & G Had 9gd of Y&H Sia:foham g B SrUan Si STe,” W, TedR A F3T|

“So it would be safe to treat it as having only gravitational interactions, and many of the
predictions of LCDM could remain almost unchanged.”

“ZH(TT 3 adl TEedrd Sia-fpamd @ arer A1 QRI& 8T, 3R LCDM &1 &3
Yiq@aIoraT e sraRafdd 3§ At g 17
One thing that can be said with certainty is that this grand cosmic narrative is at an exciting
stage as astronomers untangle the fabric of the universe to try to understand its evolution
and nature.

e 91d ¥ =0 Q w8l 1 Jhdl 2 fb g e seriey U U AW IR A, 59
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1. | Pamir ice cores could provide answers to the loss of glaciers
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Pamir ice cores
could provide
answers to the
loss of glaciers
(GS Il: Environment

Agence France Presse

ressed in an orange puffer jacket,
.) Japanese scientist Yoshinori

lizuka stepped into a storage
freezer to retrieve an ice core he hopes
will help experts protect the world’s
disappearing glaciers.

The fist-sized sample drilled from a
mountaintop is part of an international
effort to understand why glaciers in
Tajikistan have resisted the rapid melting
seen almost everywhere else.

“If we could learn the mechanism
behind the increased volume of ice there,
then we may be able to apply that to all
the other glaciers around the world,”
potentially even helping revive them, said
lizuka, a professor at Hokkaido
University.

Thousands of glaciers will vanish each
year in the coming decades, leaving only
a fraction standing by the end of the
century unless global warming is curbed,
a study published in Nature Climate
Change reported on December 15.

Earlier this year, lizuka and other
scientists braved harsh conditions to a site
at an altitude of 5,810 m on the
Kon-Chukurbashi ice cap in the Pamir
Mountains.

The area is the only mountainous
region on the planet where glaciers have
not only resisted melting, but have even
grown slightly, a phenomenon called the
Pamir-Karakoram anomaly.

The team drilled two ice columns
approximately 105 m long out of the
glacier.

One is being stored in an underground
sanctuary in Antarctica; the other was
shipped to lizuka's facility, the Institute of
Low Temperature Science at Hokkaido
University in Sapporo, where the team is
hunting clues on why precipitation in the
region increased over the last century and
how the glacier has resisted melting.

The area is the only mountainous
region on the planet where
glaciers have not only resisted
melting, but have even grown
slightly

Some link the anomaly to the area’s
cold climate or even increased use of
agricultural water in Pakistan that creates
more vapour. But the ice cores are the
first opportunity to examine the anomaly
scientifically.

“By understanding the causes behind
the continuous build-up of snow from the
past to the present, we can clarify what
will happen going forward and why the
ice has grown,” lizuka said.

Since the samples arrived in
November, his team has worked in
freezing storage facilities to log the
density, alignment of snow grains, and
the structure of ice layers.

In December, the scientists were kitted
out like polar explorers to cut and shave
ice samples in the comparatively balmy
minus 20 C of their lab.

The samples can tell stories about
weather conditions going back decades or
even centuries.

A layer of clear ice indicates a warm
period when the glacier melted and then
refroze, while a low-density layer suggests
packed snow, rather than ice, which can
help estimate precipitation.

Brittle samples with cracks,
meanwhile, indicate snowfall on
half-melted layers that then refroze.

And other clues can reveal more
information. Volcanic materials like
sulphate ions can serve as time markers
while water isotopes can reveal
temperatures.

The scientists hope that the samples
contain material dating back 10,000 years
or more, though much of the glacier
melted during a warm spell around 6,000
years ago.

Ancient ice would help scientists
answer questions such as “what kind of
snow was falling in this region 10,000
years ago? What was in it?” lizuka said.

Pamir ice cores could provide
answers to the loss of glaciers

IR fRH-PR AR & THa= &
IR USH B DA &

Dressed in an orange puffer jacket

AT TR Sdve U §U

o Dressed in an orange puffer jacket,
Japanese scientist Yoshinori lizuka stepped
into a storage freezer to retrieve an ice core he
hopes will help experts protect the world’s
disappearing glaciers.

IR TR UgA §U, SIUT o=
TRFERN SSABT TS WRS WHIeR T T difds Th
ST DR FHId b, fored 3% Iwiie 5 foh
3T & T BId TR BT e | faRivsl o
Heg e
e The fist-sized sample drilled from a
mountaintop is part of an international effort to
understand why glaciers in Tajikistan have
resisted the rapid melting seen almost
everywhere else.

IS 3t AIcT ¥ FApTel 71 g1 & SMHR &1 g
T U SRRIY R T 1 ol &, Forerp
I5= U8 YA © [P TP b TARIR
THIHT B SR8 G 73 o fUerer &1 fajiy &l
PR UTE]

o “If we could leamn the mechanism behind the
increased volume of ice there, then we may be
able to apply that to all the other glaciers
around the world,” potentially even helping
revive them, said lizuka, a professor at
Hokkaido University.

I G 981 9 &I AT 1 i & IS & o
O b, 1 g9 3 AT IR b 3 TR IR
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Thousands of glaciers will vanish each year in the coming decades, leaving only a fraction
standing by the end of the century unless global warming is curbed, a study published in
Nature Climate Change reported on December 15.

31T ITet GTeh! W BX IS GoTRT TARIER TS 81 e, 3R afe; afye arae &1 7 ey T
el & 3id db padl Teb BicT o1 g1 a7, 15 fGHaR DI Nature Climate Change H UHIRId
U g | gg §arl [

Earlier this year, lizuka and other scientists braved harsh conditions to a site at an altitude of
5,810 m on the Kon-Chukurbashl ice cap in the Pamir Mountains.

3 9N B YA H, 33T 3R 3 D! 3 URIR Tdd § SI-gHIar=n 3159 $Y R
5,810 Hex T 3a18 a0 RIA R HSR IR 1w o
The area is the only mountainous region on the planet where glaciers have not only resisted
melting, but have even grown slightly, a phenomenon called the Pamir-Karakoram anomaly.

Tg & Gt F1 THTTH Tddiig AT § STel TARRR 7 Had fUges &1 faRly R I3 €, Sieh dIaT
Je :Lﬁ%", o uriR-PRIGRY famfa g1 o g |

The team drilled two ice columns approximately 105 m long out of the glacier.

& A TARRR ¥ TAT 105 HieX dd &l 9 WY Fera|

One is being stored in an underground sanctuary in Antarctica; the other was shipped to
lizuka’s facility, the Institute of Low Temperature Science at Hokkaido University in
Sapporo, where the team is hunting clues on why precipitation in the region increased over
the last century and how the glacier has resisted meltin

TH DI SfeTdhied! § w@me{mmﬁwww% G B I5GPI DI JaYT, gIawprge!
fayfaemay & @ TrRER WIS GRIHE, JTORY JST 41, 6T H I8 A & JRIT TS @1 8
%mwwﬁﬁ%ﬁwwa@ﬁmﬁwﬁﬁﬁWW|

Some link the anomaly to the area’s cold climate or even increased use of agricultural
water in Pakistan that creates more vapour.

F AN 39 AT & &5 &1 S Terarg a1 ufhear § $fY o & ded IUANT 4 Sed €,
forTs Siferes arsy et 3 |

But the ice cores are the first opportunity to examine the anomaly scientifically.

Afs 315 DR 39 fagwfa o e BT U5l S8R UGH Hd 5|

“By understanding the causes behind the continuous build-up of snow from the past to the

present, we can clarify what will happen going forward and why the ice has grown,” lizuka
said.

“3fclTd ¥ I Tb g0 P MR STHIT & HRUN DI GHIDHR, TH T5 TF R Ghd § [ S T
I SR 1 & ¢T3, IIGPT A Ball

Since the samples arrived in November, his team has worked in freezing storage facilities to
log the density, alignment of snow grains, and the structure of ice layers.

T TdER § 3F & §1g J, 390! <H o §U HSRU Rdl § u-ied, {37 il ot saawt, 3iR
aﬁaﬁmaﬁmaﬁfmwwwﬁ%

In December, the scientists were kitted out like polar explorers to cut and shave ice samples
in the comparatwely balmy minus 20 C of their lab.

$aRT SAND| D AR LHTSTd BIPR AT YIANTRITEAT & SUETHd geoh —20°C
Wﬁ@%ﬂ@ﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁﬂﬁmmm@m
The samples can tell stories about weather conditions going back decades or even centuries.
q T <! 1 T8l I fob wfeal R 1y &1 uRfRufaat ot wetfal sar 96d 8|

A layer of clear ice indicates a warm period when the glacier melted and then refroze, while a

low-density layer suggests packed snow, rather than ice, which can help estimate

precipitation.

WS T B U WRd 39 7TH Al DI G-I § oid RIR e iR i 5| 1, Safe &4-

UTed aTell URd 9% &1 SO ad g e &1 Tohd et 7, Fora auf &1 Sru v iran o 9hd 3|

Brittle samples with cracks, meanwhile, indicate snowfall on half-melted layers that then

refroze.
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e And other clues can reveal more information.
3R 3 Tbd 3R Y SFHRI IR &R Febd o |

¢ Volcanic materials like sulphate ions can serve as time markers while water isotopes can

reveal temperatures.

Tebe T oY SaATarTd e JHg-Jadh &1 61 &R dod §, Sdid oTd THRITE
ATIHH B SR FR Thd g |

e The scientists hope that the samples contain material dating back 10,000 years or more,
though much of the glacier melted during a warm spell around 6,000 years ago.

AT Bt Iufie & for 1 A 10,000 T o1 3T Ht R ver g1, grerifas @ T 6,000 TYf
g & T TH R H TARER BT F91 g forad ma |

e Ancient ice would help scientists answer questions such as “what kind of snow was falling in
this region 10,000 years ago? What was in it?” lizuka said.

TR 9t 371! ol T U & IR a1 A AG BN oY “39 &7 | 10,000 99 Ugd fhg UHR
B! T R oft? 3T Fo1 =Mfdre U127 S8t A Fell

m action
India needs yearround action to tackle

fallout of change in weather
T he fog season has commenced in India,

kickstarting the annual cycle of adversity,

accidents and chaos in northern India.
The spike in particulate matter pollution after
monsoon winds, and how it lays bare the year-
round unmitigated pollution — now characteris-
tic of not only Delhi, its surrounding capital re-
gions and vast swathes of the Indo-Gangetic
plains but, increasingly, even Mumbai, Kolkata
and mushrooming urban clusters — is well
known. Fog, which results from the fall in tem-
peratures and an accumulation of moisture close
to the ground, is also accompanied by air quality
nose-diving. The air quality index (AQI) —
anyway hovers in the danger zones of 300-400 or
‘very poor” air — breaks through into the worst
categories of ‘severe’ and ‘severe+’ (400+) trigger-
ing extended waves of panic among citizens al-
ready besieged by poor quality air. Fog does not
necessarily increase the toxicity of the air, which
is anyway beyond permissible limits, but brings
in additional catastrophes from poor visibility. So
far, at least 25 people have been killed and 59 in-
jured in fog-linked road accidents across Uttar
Pradesh, with the worst tragedy unfolding on the
Yamuna Expressway in Mathura, where a multi-
vehicle pile-up turned into an inferno. Airline op-
erations are in disarray in Delhi as 228 flights, in-
cluding 131 departures and 97 arrivals, were can-
celled and hundreds delayed on Monday.

The plummeting AQI saw emergency-level res-
trictions, called GRAP-4, come into effect in Delhi
— it bans construction and demolition activities,
pushes schools online and restricts the kinds of
vehicles that can ply. On top of this, the Delhi go-
vernment delivered a vacuous threat that vehi-
cles without a pollution under control certificate
would be denied fuel at refuelling stations, and
those that did not comply with Bharat Stage-6
emission norms would be barred from entering
city limits. This does not account for the fact that
it is the residual emissions that are unabated in
the capital region, trapped by moisture, that de-
presses the index. The Centre announces a spate
of ‘meetings’ that do little other than regurgitate
exhortations that are unheeded. This is the time
that the Commission for Air Quality Manage-
ment, an empowered body, must stress its inde-
pendence and take year-round action to ensure
that whatever the weather, Delhi’s AQI stays be-
low 350.

Thd St g

Rearguard action

fUoaw sRarg

¢ India needs year-round action to tackle fallout of change in
weather

HRd ! HIGA | uRad= & gHTal 9 RAued & fore |re WR srars ot
ATl &

The fo-g season has commenced in India

HH 3 81 TR

¢ The fog season has commenced in India, kickstarting the annual
cycle of adversity, accidents and chaos in northern India.
YRE A B8R &1 HH Y& 81 77 8, Fored 3=t YRa & ufaay 819 areft
faufoa, geersft 3R sraraw &1 R T= gl T gl

e The spike in particulate matter pollution after monsoon winds, and
how it lays bare the year-round unmitigated pollution — now
characteristic of not only Delhi, its surrounding capital regions and vast
swathes of the Indo-Gangetic plains but, increasingly, even Mumbai,
Kolkata and mushrooming urban clusters — is well known.

TR &1 galshl & a1 dioretd yerd wguvr & 3ig ok I8 7 fs a8
Ter HR T fRi=ror aTer Uguor 3SR &R &dl & — Sl 39 Had fee],
I MU & IS & 3R ge1-Afesd AgHl ab Hfa 761 sfew
S¢d =0 & 4ag, Braerdr 3R IR et Te! &1 1 vt s g @
— yef-uifd a7

e Fog, which results from the fall in temperatures and an accumulation
of moisture close to the ground, is also accompanied by air quality
nose-diving.

DI, S T7HH | fiRTae 3R S & U =+t & oA | §9d1 8, 91
Turat § aw fRTae & oy off S §1

¢ The air quality index (AQIl) — that anyway hovers in the danger
zones of 300—400 or ‘very poor’ air — breaks through into the worst
categories of ‘severe’ and ‘severe+’ (400+) triggering extended waves
of panic among citizens already besieged by poor quality air.
mmm (AQl) — STt 3 T 300-400 T Tgd TRI@ Joft
T 81 8 — TR 3R iR+’ (400+) BT Jo WIS AR A ugd
ST €, m@%ﬁﬁﬁwwﬁwwﬁﬁﬁaﬁwww
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Fog does not necessarily increase the toxicity of the air, which is anyway beyond
permissible limits, but brings in additional catastrophes from poor visibility.
W&rﬁaﬁwﬁwﬁﬁmﬂﬁm Gﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬂﬁuﬁmaﬁﬁwﬁ?ﬁ%, A
FY TN $ HRUT AR HIEIE AHR 3T §

So far, at least 25 people have been killed and 59 injured in fog-linked road accidents across
Uttar Pradesh, with the worst tragedy unfolding on the Yamuna Expressway in Mathura,
where a multi-vehicle pile-up turned into an inferno.

€ TP IR UGV H PIR A IS Hed gucsl H HH A HH 25 AN 1 Hid 3R 59 1T
e gU §, Fore e +fioor gTen HYRT & IHAT TRINRNIG WR g3, 51 B3 aTel Bt cadb
3T H M H F5df T |

Airline operations are in disarray in Delhi as 228 flights, including 131 departures and 97
arrivals, were cancelled and hundreds delayed on Monday.

fewh & vRargT uRerer 3Rd-o0%d § ifd |IHaR &f 228 I8TH, FOFH 131 U 31R 97
ST XM §, IE AR 1 T8 3R bl H <=1 g3

The plummeting AQI saw emergency-level restrictions, called GRAP-4, come into effect in
Delhi — it bans construction and demolition activities, pushes schools online and
restricts the kinds of vehicles that can ply.

doll 9 fRd AQl & HRUT feeedt T GRAP-4 & SHUTddBTNH WR & Ufdsy dr] fbg v —
for fomfor oz faeay nfafaftr R A, Tpal &t SifFarg H1 iR Ia ard arg+i &
USRI W Uiy mAd g1

On top of this, the Delhi government delivered a vacuous threat that vehicles without a
pollution under control certificate would be denied fuel at refuelling stations, and those that
did not comply with Bharat Stage-6 emission norms would be barred from entering city
limits.
% Sifafiad, faee TR 3 Ue WRad Adre- € i3 5 are=i & u [EUEW
THTOTOA &1 ST 35 S ol fodl ST, 3R il HRd ¥eol-6 Jedoi f T OTer TeY
B, 375 R I I H YA Y Ach] ST |
This does not account for the fact that it is the residual emissions that are unabated in the
capital region, trapped by moisture, that depresses the index.
U8 39 7 DI el W1 fob JoreA & 7 3rafRrg Iewl o1 e & o g €, S e A
BB JAHH Bl -1a AR B
The Centre announces a spate of ‘meetings’ that do little other than regurgitate exhortations
that are unheeded.
F% B3 ‘dSPHI B UV BT &, O SFYAT AT B e & ATl Igd HH Bl 3|
This is the time that the Commission for Air Quality Management, an empowered body,
must stress its independence and take year-round action to ensure that whatever the
weather, Delhi’s AQI stays below 350.
Ig 98 THY ¢ 99 a1y IUIaT Wae STaNT, Uh Iq=Iad P, o 30 Terdl TR 9K T
gﬁuﬁmmmmwmﬁwa@ﬁma o=t ®1 AQI 350 | = &1

I

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page62


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

The AQI scale is divided into 6 colour-coded categories:

AQl | Categor Meaning
Range y
0-50 Good Air is clean & healthy
51— Satisfac | Acceptable; very minor health issues possible
100 tory
101- Moderat | Sensitive groups may feel discomfort
200 e
201- Poor Breathing issues for many people
300
301- Very Can cause respiratory illness
400 Poor
401- Severe | Dangerous; affects healthy people too
500

AQl is based on 8 pollutants:

PM2.5 (very tiny particles)
PM10 (dust particles)
NO; (nitrogen dioxide)
SO, (sulphur dioxide)

CO (carbon monoxide)
O3 (ozone)

Ammonia (NH3)

Lead (Pb)

Of these, PM2.5 and PM10 are the most harmful because they enter deep into the lungs.

GRAP (Graded Response Action Plan)

It is a system used in Delhi—-NCR to control air pollution whenever AQI becomes
dangerous.

It was created by EPCA (now CAQM) and is enforced every winter.

GRARP is a step-by-step emergency plan: As pollution increases, stricter actions
automatically start.

GRAP has 4 stages, based on AQI levels:

AQl
Leve

GRAP Stage Meaning
I
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201- Stage 1 (Poor) Initial restrictions
300
301- Stage 2 (Very Stronger measures
400 Poor)
401- Stage 3 (Severe) | Strict controls
450
450+ Stage 4 Complete emergency mode
(Severe+)

Stage 1 — “Poor” AQIl (201-300)

Actions include:

* Stop construction dust control violators
* Ban on waste burning

* Increased mechanised road cleaning
» Promote work-from-home, carpooling

Example:
Like telling a child to “be careful” when air starts getting bad.

Stage 2 — “Very Poor” AQI (301-400)

Stricter measures:

» Ban on diesel generator sets (except essential services)
* Dust control at construction sites becomes mandatory

« Parking fees increased to discourage car use

» More CNG/electric buses introduced

Example:
Warning level increases — stricter rules.

Stage 3 — “Severe” AQI (401-450)

Actions include:

* Ban on non-essential construction

* Ban on brick kilns, hot mix plants, stone crushers
* Ban on certain truck entries into Delhi

» Schools may get online classes

* Industrial units using dirty fuel shut down
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Example:
Like switching to “red alert mode.”

Stage 4 — “Severe+” AQI (Above 450)

This is the highest emergency level:

» Complete ban on construction activities

* Ban on entry of all trucks except essentials
* Schools often closed

* Diesel LMVs (except BS-VI) restricted
 Shutdown of polluting industries

» Movement of vehicles highly restricted

Example:
Like telling everyone “stay indoors, air is dangerous.”

Why Was GRAP Created?

* Delhi’s winter pollution becomes dangerously high
* The government needed a pre-planned emergency system
* GRAP ensures all agencies act automatically, not waiting for decisions

Who Enforces GRAP?

CAQM (Commission for Air Quality Management)
Earlier: EPCA (Environment Pollution Control Authority)
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How is the Aravalli range to be protected?

How do the Aravalli hills and ranges prevent the desertification of the Indo-Gangetic plain? What were the recommendations of the Central Empowered

Committee? Why was it necessary to arrive at a uniform definition of the Aravalli hills? Has the Supreme Court completely banned mining in the ranges?

EXPLAINER

Jacob Koshy

The story so far:
he Supreme Court (SC), in an
order last month, settled on a
uniform definition of the
Aravalli hills and ranges, and
paused the grant of fresh mining leases
inside its areas spanning Delhi, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Gujarat.

What is the range’s significance?
Apart from being nearly two billion years
old and India’s oldest mountain range,
they serve as an important ecological
barrier to prevent the desertification of
the Indo-Gangetic plains. They help arrest
the eastward spread of the Thar Desert
into Haryana, Rajasthan and western
Uttar Pradesh, and play a major role in
stabilising climate, supporting
biodiversity, and recharging groundwater.
Stretching from Delhi to Gujarat across
650 km, the mountains support
water-recharge systems and are the
source of important rivers such as the
Chambal, Sabarmati, and Luni. It is richly
dowed with sand: i
marble, granite, and minerals such as
lead, zinc, copper, gold, and tungsten.
While historically mined for these
resources, it has in the past four decades
been excessively quarried for stone and
sand. This has contributed to
deteriorating air quality as well as
plummeting groundwater recharge. A
proportion of the mining has also been
illegal. The Court noted that India is
bound by international commitments,
under the UN Convention to Combat
Desertification, to protect vulnerable
ecosystems such as the Aravalli range.

Was action taken against mining?

‘The Environment Ministry, since the early
1990s, has laid down rules restricting
mining to only sanctioned projects but
these have been flagrantly violated. In
2009, the SC stepped in and imposed a

Threatened landscape: A sunrise against the Aravalli mountain ranges in Ajmer, Rajasthan, in 2022. AP

blanket ban on mining in the Faridabad,
Gurugram, and Mewat districts of
Haryana. In May 2024, the SC prohibited
granting of fresh mining leases and
renewals in the range and directed its
Central Empowered Committee (CEC) to
undertake a detailed examination, leading
toaset of rec dati ibmitted in

d. These rec ions were
taken up by the Court in its order of
November 2025. Futher, in June, 2025,
the Centre started an Aravalli ‘Green Wall®
project. The plan is to expand green cover
in the five-km buffer area around the
Aravallis in 29 districts of Gujarat,

j a and Delhi. The

March 2024. The CEC proposed a
comprehensive approach that included a
complete scientific mapping of the
Aravalli range across all States; a
macro-level environmental impact
assessment of mining activities; and strict
prohibition of mining in ecologically
sensitive areas such as protected habitats,
water bodies, tiger corridors, key aquifer
recharge zones and areas within the
National Capital Region. It urged stringent
regulation of stone-crushing units. It also
recommended that no new mining leases
or renewals be permitted until proper
mapping and impact assessments were

government said this initiative will play a
crucial role in restoring 26 million
hectares of degraded land by 2030.

‘Why a uniform definition?

The Court found that States were using
inconsistent criteria to identify Aravalli
formations. There have also been
differing definitions, including by expert
groups such as the Forest Survey of India
(FSI) on what makes up ‘Aravalli Hills and
Ranges.” In 2010, the FSI had said hills
with “(i) slope >3, (i) foothill buffer =
100m, (iii) inter hill distance or valley
width=500m and (iv) the area enclosed

How is the Aravalli range to be protected?

3RTIel gddHTar

D1 YT HQ DI STT?

Supreme Court .order on Aravalli hills and mining
AT BT S

AR TWIT R

by above defined hills from all sides,”
would make up Aravalli hill and ranges.
To resolve this, it constituted a committee
comprising representatives from the
Environment Ministry, the FSI, State
Forest Departments, the Geological
Survey of India and the CEC. This
committee was tasked with creating a
scientifically grounded, nationwide
definition of the Aravallis. The committee
submitted its findings in October 2025.
The SC committee finally ruled that only
hills above 100 metres would make the
cut. The amicus curae, K. Parameswar,
objected that this was too narrow a
definition and potentially opened all the
hills below 100 metres for mining,
compromising “...their continuity and
integrity. “ However, the Additional
Solicitor General, Aishwarya Bhati
countered that the definition on slopes,
foothill buffers etc. as proposed by the FSI
would, on the contrary, exclude large
areas from the Aravalli Hills and Ranges.
The committee recommendations of
100m was far more inclusive.

What are the SC’s other directions?
The Court directed the ion of a

THE GIST

v

The Environment Ministry,
since the early 1990s, has laid
down rules restricting mining
to only sanctioned projects but
these have been flagrantly
violated.

v

In June, 2025, the Centre
started an Aravalli ‘Green Wall
project. The plan is to expand
green cover in the five-km
buffer area around the Aravallis
in 29 districts of Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi.
The government said this
initiative will play a crucial role
in restoring 26 million hectares
of degraded land by 2030.

v

The Court explained that past
experiences show total bans

often lead to the rise of illegal
mining syndicates, violent sand

detailed Management Plan for Sustainable
Mining (MPSM) covering the entire
Aravalli range. The plan must demarcate
areas where mining must be absolutely
prohibited, identify zones where limited
and highly regulated mining may be
permitted, map sensitive habitats and
wildlife corridors, evaluate cuamulative
ecological impacts, determine ecological
carrying capacity, and articulate

o and i

Why was there no ban on mining?
The Court explained that past
experiences show total bans often lead to
the rise of illegal mining syndicates,
violent sand mafias and unregulated
extraction. The Court therefore opted for
a calibrated approach: existing legal
mining continues under tight regulation,
new mining is paused until a scientifically
driven plan is prepared, and permanently
sensitive areas remain off-limits.

extraction.

e The Supreme Court (SC), in an order last month, settled on a uniform definition of the
Aravalli hills and ranges, and paused the grant of fresh mining leases inside its areas
spanning Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan and Gujarat

Jia oI (sc) 7 fisd 7 3um s o sRTaeh weIfeal ik Aot & ue qw=
vﬁgaﬁgﬂaﬁ?ﬁ@ﬁ BTN, ISR 3R o™ & hat &3 § 9T @4 Ugl & 3f1de
IR AF T

What is the range’s significance?
39 it BT A FT 82

e Apart from being nearly two billion years old and India’s oldest mountain range, they
serve as an important ecological barrier to prevent the desertification of the Indo-
Gangetic plains

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Gorakhpur

Page66

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

T ) 3RE I M 3R YRA @t gad Ui udd §@ar g4 & SfaraT, 3 SS1-Thifed
Al & TERITTHRUI B AP B 1T Th Heayu! UTRRUMIS @Ry & T § 1 Hcll §

They help arrest the eastward spread of the Thar Desert into Haryana, Rajasthan and
western Uttar Pradesh, and play a major role in stabilising climate, supporting
biodiversity, and recharging groundwater

ﬁmm%qp‘aﬂah?%mmﬁm IR SR ufdft 3w wewr & %A | Aee
IR & IR STaary RS, S fafaear & WReor aur Yera gaor & mgayquf yfirer
et &

Stretching from Delhi to Gujarat across 650 km, the mountains support water-recharge
systems and are the source of |mportant rivers such as the Chambal, Sabarmati, and Luni
650 fopit o faeelt | oRTa e thell 3 veiSal sra-gRor yonferal o1 g ol § 3k
Tqd, TraRHdl 3R oft kit Agayuf A &1 9 §

It is richly endowed with sandstone, limestone, marble, granite, and minerals such as lead,
zinc, copper, gold, and tungsten

g’s’&ﬁ% , ASHE I, HTad, J1ge IUT W1, ST, i1, T 3R dRed S8 @it
TH&

While historically mined for these resources, it has in the past four decades been
excesswely quarried for stone and sand

UfeTRIe TU T 37 a1yl & forw =+ far m, dfe fied 9R g2 A uRR 3R
Y ¥ o srafs @ &1 1

This has contributed to deteriorating air quality as well as plummeting groundwater
recharge

Y g ural | fRTae SR yord gkor § aw o o ©

A proportion of the mining has also been illegal

T o1 T TR erdy Wi e ®

The Court noted that India is bound by international commitments, under the UN
Convention to Combat Desertification, to protect vulnerable ecosystems such as the
Aravalli range

ey - Pl fob WY MY AHRIHN H fues & H-42 & 78 of

wfeagarsil & HRO URA RTael Joft S wae=ia uifRifaet @ i e & s 3

Was action taken against mining?
T G & G5 PRag o 1572

The Environment Ministry, since the early 1990s, has laid down rules restricting mining to
only sanctioned projects but these have been flagrantly violated

TGTEROT HATAY H 1990 b YA U T T B ad Wipd U@ dob HHd b
o (999 §1G, Qi ST elsmy I gaf

In 2009, the SC stepped in and imposed a blanket ban on mining in the Faridabad,
Gurugram, and Mewat districts of Haryana

2009 ¥, T HI¢ A TX&T TR FRATUN & WRigrale, TEUH 3R Aard fordll J 9 IR qof
gfady T

In May 2024, the SC prohibited granting of fresh mining leases and renewals in the range
and directed its Central Empowered Committee (CEC) to undertake a detailed
examination, leading to a set of recommendations submitted in March 2024

7$ 2024 °, g P 7 59 &5 T 9C @ UE) 3R TI-NHR0 R Ab TS 3R (0 Hefg
T AT (CEC) P! faga Siiw &1 e e, fore uRumieaey ard 2024 & Rywiie

T B 5

The CEC proposed a comprehensive approach that included a complete scientific
mapping of the Aravalli range across all States; a macro-level environmental impact
assessment of mining activities; and strict prohibition of mining in ecologically sensitive
areas such as protected habitats, water bodies, tiger corridors, key aquifer recharge
zones and areas within the National Capital Region

WA 7 v Twr =R BT 7 vRaTa fean o gt st # sRrraeh goft @1 qof dmre
HHERET, T Tfafafal o1 dw)-wady yafauia uHTa sreeH, quT wRféra Smary, §id
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frera, ama TRER, @ TPER gk & 3R g Tsur @ % iak niRufae
U § TagT=Na & T W FoR ufaay nfira
It urged stringent regulatlon of stone-crushing units

FIH-p AT sHI8Al & B fafaa W AR faar

It also recommended that no new mining leases or renewals be permitted until proper
mapping and impact assessments were completed

O g8 +f R ot f Ifaa wrfesor 3R aHTe e ® g o fadt oft Ae @+
Ug g1 AdI-IHR0T $1 AT 7 &1 oY
These recommendations were taken up by the Court in its order of November 2025
21 RIGTREI &1 UrTerd A AdaR 2025 & 30 G2 H WIDHR fhar
Further, in June, 2025, the Centre started an Aravalli ‘Green Wall’ project
g% AR, [ 2025 H Hg PR A RTae W aier gRaie=n IE o1
The plan is to expand green cover in the five-km buffer area around the Aravallis in 29
districts of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi

& dgd , ITRIT, giamon ok et & 29 foral & oRTaeh & simaum Ui
%:ﬁ THT ST A S{TaRUT ST SITET
The government said this initiative will play a crucial role in restoring 26 million hectares of
degraded land by 2030

WHR = el b Ue Uga 2030 b 26 FARra= daea &Rk 4y & w8Ta - & weeayuf
yftret At

Why a uniform definition?

TP JH URHTST a2

The Court found that States were.using ipconsistent criteria f[o identify Aravalli formations
TS = U b 50 SRTTe |RaA1S &1 UgaH & Y ST HIGS] BT SUANT R 36 o

There have also been differing definitions, including by expert groups such as the Forest
Survey of India (FSI) on what makes up ‘Aravalli Hills and Ranges

f 3R AT & T F AR FUF-F gy i 38 € S yRda a9

TR (FSI) o iy gl &1 aRHTST 2y &

In 2010, the FSI had said hills with “(i) slope >3°, (ii) foothill buffer = 100m, (iii) inter hill
distance or valley width = 500m and (iv) the area enclosed by above defined hills from
all sides,” would make up Aravalli hill and ranges

2010, Fsﬁrao—eﬂm%“(l)m>3° (i) TAECT TWR = 100 Hie, (iii) TSI & g g ar
aﬂaﬁiﬁﬁg 500 Hiex 3MR (iv) SHUR URYHINEG Tgifea) | IR 3R firT &= sRTaett
vgIfsal 3 A &1 fAmfor s

To resolve this, it constituted a committee comprising representatives from the Environment
Ministry, the FSI, State Forest Departments, the Geological Survey of India and the CEC

= geIgTH & R0 GafaRuT HAT, FSI, 359 97 [T, YRATT yaviTe S3601 3R CEC
¥ URARIREY 31 2T B2 gu Te Wi o @t T

This committee was tasked with creating a scientifically grounded, nationwide definition
of the Aravallis

3 AT 1 SRTTER B! Ueb AP SHTYTR aTelt, APSATH TRUTT TIR B3 1 1M Aiar
=T

The committee submitted its findings in October 2025

i 3 o= frswd sragar 2025 T TR fbu

The SC committee finally ruled that only hills above 100 metres would make the cut

g%%haﬁéﬂﬁﬁﬁemzﬁvﬁﬁmﬁ?%mooﬁaﬁmmaﬁ%@ﬁﬁm

The amicus curiae, K. Parameswar, objected that this was too narrow a definition and
potentially opened all the hills below 100 metres for mining, compromising “their continuity
and |ntegr|ty

TR R, &, WHPR 7 SHURT ST & 98 agd Jaiof gfeurar § Sk 399 100 Hew 3
ﬁggﬁmﬁmq%m@amm o et “feRaaT iR sRasar”
T
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o However, the Additional Solicitor General, Aishwarya Bhati, countered that the definition
on slopes, foothill buffers etc. as proposed by the FSI would, on the contrary, exclude
large areas from the Aravalli Hills and Ranges

iferRyer s=Ra, yaf Yidt 3 a& fean f FSI gRT uxanfad erd, aagdt
W&nﬁaﬁwﬁwmﬁuﬂamwﬂ%ﬁsﬁvaﬁmﬁﬁaﬁﬁwaﬁﬁ

e The committee recommendations of 100m was far more inclusive

gHfa ot 100 Hex o) REIRT et 3iftre gaTaxi o

What are the SC’s other directions?

Titw A1 & o fAdwr s 82

e The Court directed the preparation of a detailed Management Plan for Sustainable Mining
(MPSM) covering the entire Aravalli range

T A T SRTae! 4o B HaR H3A arel! Tad @ g fawqd Yae= qie-T (MPSM)
R A &1 e faar

e The plan must demarcate areas where mining must be absolutely prohibited, identify
zones where limited and highly regulated mining may be permitted, map sensitive
habitats and wildlife corridors, evaluate cumulative ecological impacts, determine
ecological carrying capacity, and articulate restoration and rehabilitation measures

oM | 3 &1 &1 WHHiH g d1feT ol W11 Yuid: ufaafd 81, 3 &3 &1 uga el
Hiftra 3R rcafre faferafira == &t srafa & S ol 8, Wag-=ita marst 3k a=eita
TfrARY &1 AT, Tedt urifRufa® guTal &1 G, UiRiRUfT® ag=T &y &1 HuiRor
T gARITU SR grate Surl &1 faaRor

o Why was there no ban on mining?
@ W quf ufase i T8 man e

e The Court explained that past experiences show total bans often lead to the rise of illegal
mining syndicates, violent sand mafias and unregulated extraction

e 3 Wy o i qd srqva sard § i gof ufdsy 9 s erde @ = fRle, ffae ¥a
wifteaT 3R sfrafd gie sg wiaT &

e The Court therefore opted for a calibrated approach: existing legal mining continues under
tight regulation, new mining is paused until a scientifically driven plan is prepared, and
permanently sensitive areas remain off-limits

ST T A U Hgferd ef¥IuN U= el a4 T S A & dgd oI Xe,
TAT G 9 T AT ST O b AP SATYR aTell TS dIR 7 8 9, 3R WK =9
¥ Hdg-=ita & g @ ufasfia |

GS Paper III: IS

18 12 2025
TOPICS COVERED -

1.
Navy commissions second MH-60R copter squadron, the Ospreys, at
INS Hansa

T A INS 9T H gERT MH-60R 3PIPR TWpTS ‘3NSie HHIRH faar

ICG Ship Sarthak makes first port call at Iran’s Chabahar

et s "ide 3 9 & IaER | ugell Ui pid i
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Navy commissions second
MH-60R copter squadron,

the Ospreys, at INS Hansa

NEW DELHI

INAS 335, the Ospreys, the
second Indian Naval Air
Squadron to operate
MH-60R helicopters, was
commissioned at INS Han-
sa, Goa, on Wednesday.
The ceremony was presid-
ed over by Admiral Dinesh
K. Tripathi, Chief of the Na-
val Staff (CNS), marking
another major milestone
in the modernisation of In-

A =

With the latest commissioning, the Navy has significantly enhanced
its rotary wing combat and surveillance capabilities. ANI

dian naval aviation.

The commissioning fol-
lows the induction of the
first MH-60R helicopter
squadron at Kochi, Kerala,
in March 2024. With the in-
duction of the versatile,
multi-role MH-60R heli-
copter on the western sea-
board as the first opera-
tional squadron, the Navy
has significantly enhanced

its rotary wing combat and
surveillance capabilities.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Admiral Tripathi said
the commissioning as-
sumes special significance
as 2025 marks 75 years
since the Government of
India approved the forma-
tion of the Fleet Air Arm, a
historic decision that gave
wings to naval aviation.

Recalling earlier capa-
bility additions at INS Han-
sa, the CNS noted that the
Navy had commissioned its
second P-81 maritime pa-
trol aircraft squadron at
the same airbase in 2022.
Complementing the P-8I
fleet, the Navy is going
ahead with the acquisition
of 15 MQ-9B Sea Guardian
remotely piloted aircraft.

Navy commissions second MH-60R copter squadron, the Ospreys, at INS
Hansa

AT A INS 9T # gERT MH-60R 3PIER WpTS ‘NS HHiR farar

o INAS 335, the Ospreys, the second Indian Naval Air Squadron to operate MH-60R
helicopters, was commissioned at INS Hansa, Goa, on Wednesday
INAS 335, 3ISIW, MH-60R BEBTERI &1 TATaH Fx aTal geRkl YR AT a1y Wi,
FYAR DI INS T, a1 T HHRA foar

e The ceremony was presided over by Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi, Chief of the Naval Staff
(CNS), marking another major milestone in the modernisation of Indian naval aviation

swwﬁgaﬁa{wwﬁ@mm(cm)@hwﬁﬁm% At A o1, < uRe RAfRE
faur & smyfAateRur B T SR Teayu Judts §

o The commissioning follows the induction of the first MH-60R helicopter squadron at Kochi,
Kerala, in March 2024
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With the induction of the versatile, multi-role MH-60R helicopter on the western seaboard
as the first operational squadron, the Navy has significantly enhanced its rotary wing
combat and surveillance capabilities

uf3ndt de IR uga uRaras Whrgd & U § ag3TanT Hedl-IId MH-60R BAIPIER o LMiHd
R A A8 o1 Aed {1 g5 3R PRI armarsii d Seeeia g gs @

Addressing the gathering, Admiral Tripathi said the commissioning assumes special
significance as 2025 marks 75 years since the Government of India approved the formation
of the Fleet Air Arm, a historic decision that gave wings to naval aviation

JUT B YSITd HRd gU TsioRa Aurdl 2 o1 i ag Haif faviy dg@ wad! 8 ifd 2025
T YRA PR gRT Wile TAR 3 & 7137 &1 Tl f3T 91 & 75 ¥ R 81 ) 8, S e
fauT= &1 v 37 aren YR fofa ot

Recalling earlier capability additions at INS Hansa, the CNS noted that the Navy had

commissioned its second P-81 maritime patrol aircraft squadron at the same airbase in
2022

INS §T H Uga! §U & Yae &1 A1 H3d §U CNS A &gl fob AT A 2022 H 33 ToRaT R
ST GORT P-81 T TRt FaHT Tep1gT HHI=M foba o

Complementing the P-8I fleet, the Navy is going ahead with the acquisition of 15 MQ-9B Sea
Guardian remotely piloted aircraft

P-81 98 & & & ¥Y H, A9 15 MQ-9B It MfSa= Ruied uraaes varemie o Wil
P e H sm S @

ICG Ship Sarthak makes first port call at
Iran’s Chabahar

SmEAtelt s "1de 3 9 & graER A
gl Ui did Bl

¢ The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Ship Sarthak, an
offshore patrol vessel, entered the Chabahar port in
Iran on December 16 for a four-day visit till December
19

YRR deR&F (ICG) BT e Jd®, T ATHRR

Uetd Uid, 16 feHaR &1 19 & TR de37g § IR

port call at Iran’s Chabahar feaii amn & R w3 B, St 19 e de o

e According to the Defence Ministry, the port call,

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Ship Sarthak, an marking the first-ever visit of an Indian Coast Guard
offshore patrol vessel, entered the Chabahar port ship to Chabahar, underscored India’s growing

in Iran on December 16 for a four-day visit till maritime engagement in the region and its ability to
December 19. According to the Defence Ministry,  support secure supply lines to Afghanistan and

the port call, marking the first-ever visit of an Central Asia

Indian Coast Guard ship to Chabahar, T HATAT & IR, I8 Ul id graeR H st
underscored India’s growing maritime YRAHT de&d ST8Tel B! ggel AT &) Fafgd e g,

engagement in the region and its ability to  Rd 3 gt wrfrerst NHIERAT
support secure supply lines to Afghanistan and Sl g | T:bz; 2 “‘E?ﬁ ¥R ) e 2
Central Asia. The visit is aligned with India’s qu1 wed efRmr & forg il Sﬂ'l]fcf SIE! it 1 ¥

SAGAR and MAHASAGAR vision of fostering B ISP & B I@ifhd PRl B
secure and inclusive maritime engagements. ICG e The visit is aligned with India’s SAGAR and
Ship Sarthak will engage in a range of MAHASAGAR vision of fostering secure and inclusive

professional and community-oriented activities. =~ maritime engagements

I8 AT YRIEA 3R Frrasit aqst wewriiar 1 sgrar
23 B YRA B! MR (SAGAR) 3R HETHIRR (MAHASAGAR) =P & 3%U §
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e ICG Ship Sarthak will engage in a range of professional and community-oriented
activities

el sere e fAft Itar 3k Arere wfafaftmay & ymr o
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